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MAY IT PLEASE THE PANEL:
INTRODUCTION
1

At the hearing on Monday 4 September, the definition of regionally
significant infrastructure was discussed. This memorandum of counsel
provides written confirmation of that discussion.

2

In addition, updated rights of reply to include supplementary reply on
the Air Quality and Beneficial Use topics have been filed today by Mr
Paul Denton. Those updated statements address questions asked of him
by the Panel regarding the following matters on 4 September:
2.1

Whether 'rural production land' is a term used within the
proposed Plan.

2.2

A redrafting of the Agrichemical rules in the proposed Plan,
namely Rule R36A, R36B and R38.

2.3

To respond to the submission by First Gas regarding gas
venting.

2.4

Reconsideration of Rule R27 and its reference to the District
Plan.
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This memorandum addresses the matters relating to the definition of
regionally significant infrastructure, with Mr Denton's responses
addressing the rest.

THE REGIONAL POLICY STATEMENT
4

The Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region (RPS) defines
regionally significant infrastructure as including:
facilities for the generation and to admission of
electricity where it is supplied to the network, as defined
the Electricity Governance Rules 2003
[emphasis added]
1

5

The question discussed is whether in this context 'the network' includes
the local network as well as the national grid.

THE ELECTRICITY GENERATION RULES 2003
The Electricity Generation Rules 2003 (Rules) defined network as:1

6

the grid, a local network or an imbedded network

7

The Rules also include the following definitions:
Grid means the system of transmission lines, substation,
and other work, included in the HZDC link used to
connect grid injection points and grid exit points to
convey electricity throughout the north island and south
island in New Zealand.
Local Network means lines, equipment and plant that is
used to convey electricity between the Grid and the
consumer or imbedded generator or imbedded network
who are connected to that local network.

8

It is clear from the definitions in the Rules that 'the network' includes a
local network as well as the national network. The RPS definition must
be read consistently.

PROGRESSION OF THE RPS
9

The proposed version of the RPS included as part of the definition of
regionally significant infrastructure the following statement:
facilities for the generation and transmission of
electricity where it is supplied to the national electricity
grid

10

In the decisions version of the RPS the definition was amended to:
facilities for the generation and transmission of
electricity where it is supplied to the national electricity
grid network, as defined by the Electricity Governance
Rules 2003

11

1

This is the definition that is currently in the operative RPS.

These Rules are no longer in effect.
2

12

The decision on the RPS was appealed by Meridian Energy Limited
(among others). Meridian Energy Limited sought to clarify through its
appeal that the definition of regionally significant infrastructure applies
to electricity supplied to a local distribution network as well as the
national grid.

13

On Tuesday 30 August 2011, the Council provided an email to Meridian
Energy Limited confirming that the definition of regionally significant
infrastructure applied to electricity supplied to a local distribution
network as well as the national grid.

14

Copies of the various versions of the RPS, appeal documents and email
to Meridian Energy Limited are included as Appendix 1 to this
memorandum. This material was previously provided to the Panel on 19
June 2017. This document is available on the proposed Plan's website
under the 'GWRC Responses & Right of Replies' tab in the
'Supplementary Responses' folder.

CONCLUSION
15

It is our submission that the reference in the RPS to facilities for the
generation and transmission of electricity where it is supplied to the
network, includes those facilities that supply the local network, as well
as the national grid.

16

The definition in the proposed Plan must be consistent with this as the
proposed Plan is required to give effect to the RPS (section 67(3)(c) of
the Resource Management Act 1991).

3

17

What was recommended in Mr Denton's right of reply, should therefore
read (new additions in underlined black text):
facilities for the generation and
transmission of
electricity where it is supplied to the electricity
distribution network, including the national grid and the
local network

Date:

15 September 2017

..........................
Kerry Anderson/ Emma Manohar
Counsel for Greater Wellington Regional
Council
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APPENDIX 1: MATERIAL REGARDING RPS DECISION
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