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PNRP HEARING STREAM TWO: FEDERATED FARMERS RELIEF SOUGHT 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This document has been prepared in response to the Hearing Panel request that Federated Farmers 

relief be documented against the s42A red-line recommendations. 

 

FFNZ relief sought is shown as blue-line amendments, structured by definitions, objectives, policies, 

methods, rules.  

 

The supporting reasons and evidence are as presented in the FFNZ submission, further submission 

and summary statement for the hearing. 

 

Brief footnotes are provided for some provisions where – on reflection – FFNZ can see merit in 

alternate approaches. 

 

The redline amendments are not easily transferred to other formats: numbering of some clauses has 

scrambled but these do not affect the substance or meaning. 
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DEFINITIONS 

 

Breakfeeding: The feeding of Livestock in a paddock where access to on pasture or forage in a 

section of the paddock where feed allocation is controlled by the frequent movement of an electric  

fence a temporary fence or other method to contain the livestock. For the purpose of this plan, 

breakfeeding refers to winter months (June to September) where grazing results in significant de-

vegetation. 

 

Category 1 surface water body includes, and is limited to:  

(a) outstanding water bodies identified in Schedule A (outstanding water bodies), and  

(b) sites with significant mana whenua values identified in Schedule C (mana whenua), which specify 

site specific restrictions on livestock access, and 

(b) (c) inanga spawning habitat identified in Schedule F1b (inanga spawning habitats), and 

 (c) (d) habitats for indigenous birds in rivers identified in Schedule F2a (birds-rivers) 

(d) estuaries identified in Schedule F4 (coastal sites), and 

(e) significant natural wetlands greater than 0.1ha identified in Schedule F3 (identified significant 

natural wetlands), and 

(f) estuaries identified in Schedule F4 (coastal sites), and 

(f) outstanding water bodies identified in Schedule A (outstanding water bodies), and 

(g) within 1,000m upstream of a surface water abstraction site for a community drinking water 

supply shown on Map 26. 

 

Category 2 surface water body includes, and is limited to:  

(a) estuaries other than those identified in Schedule F4 (coastal sites), and 

(b) within the mapped lowland areas shown on Map 29, rivers that have an active bed width 

of 1m or wider, and drains greater than 1m wide, and water races, and 

(c) rivers and streams important to trout spawning habitat identified in Schedule I (trout 

habitat), during spawning periods (31 May-31 August). and 

(d) natural lakes, 

but excludes ephemeral and intermittent waterbodies and any surface water body that meets the 

definition of a Category 1 surface water body. 
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Cultivation: Any process that involves turning over, or tilling Disturbing the soil for the preparation 

of planting, growing, or harvesting, of a crops or pasture, excluding: 

(a) direct drilling practices, and 

(b) no-till or strip-tilling practices, and 

(c) harvesting, and harvesting of forage and crops including ground disturbance  

(d) forestry, plantation forestry or harvesting 

 

Earthworks: The disturbance of a land surface from the time soil is first disturbed on a site until the 

time the site is stabilised. Earthworks includes blading, contouring, ripping, moving, removing, 

placing or replacing soil or earth, by excavation, or by cutting or filling operations, or by root raking1. 

Earthworks do not include:  

(e) cultivation of the soil for the establishment of crops or pasture, and 

(f) the harvesting of crops, and 

(g) thrusting, boring, trenching or mole ploughing2 associated with cable or pipe laying and 

maintenance, and 

(h) the construction, repair or maintenance of: 

(i) pipelines, and 

(ii) electricity lines, and 

(iii) telecommunication structures or lines, and  

(iv) radio communication structures, and 

(v) firebreaks or fence lines or farm tracks 

(vi)        farm drains or farm dams 

(i) repair or maintenance of existing roads and tracks, and 

(j) maintenance of orchards and shelterbelts, and 

(k) domestic gardening, and 

repair, sealing or resealing of a road, footpath or driveway. 

 

                                                           
1 On reflection, FFNZ would support deletion of rootraking  
2 On reflection,  it would improve clarity if mole ploughing for drainage excluded. 
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Erosion Prone Land: The pre-existing slope of the land exceeds 20 28 degrees on erosion prone 

substrate as shown in Map xx (excludes land with stable greywacke base or other non-erosion prone 

substrates).3 

 

Livestock: Domestic Farm animals. such as cattle or horses, raised for home use or for profit. For the 

purpose of Rule R97 and Rule R98 stock exclusion requirements from Category One and Two 

waterbodies of the Plan livestock does not include sheep4, or horses while they are being used for 

transportation, or bird species. 

 

Property Any contiguous area of land or freehold title in one ownership. For the purpose of rules xx , 

Property means any contiguous area of land, including land separated by a road or river, held in one 

or more than one ownership that is utilised as a single operating unit, and may include one or more 

certificates of title 

 

Riparian margin: A strip of land which separates an inland or upland area from a surface water body 

or the coastal marine area, where the activity is modified to maintain or improve water quality, 

aquatic ecosystem health, mahinga kai and indigenous biodiversity within the surface water body or 

coastal marine area. 

 

Sensitive area For the purpose of rules xx includes the following means: 

(l) dwelling house, or marae and 

(m) educational facilities, and 

(n) amenity areas and public places, and 

(o) group drinking water supplies and community drinking water supply protection areas, and 

(p) surface water bodies and associated riparian vegetation, and 

(q) non-target plants, crops, which are sensitive to agrichemicals, and 

(r) organically certified properties, e.g. Bio-Gro, and 

natural wetlands, outstanding water bodies listed in Schedule A and ecosystems and habitats with 

significant indigenous biodiversity values listed in Schedule F. 

 

                                                           
3 On reflection, FFNZ can see merit in retaining the two existing operative slope triggers. 
4  For clarity, FFNZ relief seeks that sheep be excluded from Category One and Two stock exclusion rules 
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Stabilised: The process of having made an area of disturbed soil resistant to erosion. This may be 

achieved by using indurated rock or through the application of base course, or grassing a surface 

that is not otherwise resistant to erosion. Where seeding or grassing is used on a surface that is not 

otherwise resistant to erosion, the surface is considered stabilised once 80% vegetative ground 

cover has been established over the entire area. For the avoidance of doubt, does not apply to farm 

earthworks. 

 

Stock Crossing Point: The area of the bed or other land in a surface water body or the coastal marine 

area A location where livestock can cross a surface water body from one side to the other. The 

locations on each side of the surface water body are directly opposite each other and are not more 

than 20m wide 

 

Stock Drinking Point: For the purpose of livestock access rules, means a location where provision is 

made for livestock access to a surface water body for drinking water. 

 

Surface Water Body: A river, lake, wetland, estuary, open drain or water race, and its bed. For the 

purpose of the Plan, surface water body does not include drains, water races ephemeral flow paths 

and bodies of water designed, installed and maintained for any of the following purposes: 

(s) water storage ponds including but not limited to for 

(i) fire fighting or  

(ii) irrigation, or 

(iii) stock watering, or  

(t) water treatment ponds including but not limited to for  

(i) wastewater, or 

(ii) stormwater, or 

(iii) nutrient attenuation, or 

(iv) sediment control, or 

(v) animal effluent, or 

(vi) operating sumps, quarries and gravel pits. 
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Vegetation clearance: The clearance or destruction of woody vegetation (exotic or native) by 

mechanical or chemical means, including felling vegetation, spraying of vegetation by hand or aerial 

means, hand clearance5, and the burning of standing vegetation. Excludes roller crushing.  

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

Objective O7: Fresh water is available in quantities and is of a suitable quality (E. coli not > 

1000/100ml) for the reasonable needs of livestock. The importance of reliable access to drinking 

water for livestock is recognised and provided for. 

 

Objective O276: Vegetated riparian margins are established, and maintained. or restored to enhance 

water quality, aquatic ecosystem health, mahinga kai and indigenous biodiversity of rivers, lakes, 

wetlands and the coastal marine area  

 

Objective O42: Soils are healthy, and productive, retain a range of uses; and accelerated soil erosion 

in (named) priority catchments is reduced over time in partnership with landowners, industry and 

community.  

 

Objective O447: The adverse effects on soil and water from land use activities are minimised Land 

use activities, including stock access to a surface water body or the coastal marine area, maintain or 

enhance soil conservation and contribute to maintaining and or improving water quality and the 

health of indigenous aquatic ecosystems. Indicative priorities for whaitua attention include (named 

waterbodies). 

 

Objective O45: The adverse effects of livestock access on surface water bodies are reduced  

 

Objective O478: The amount of sediment-laden runoff entering water from major infrastructure and 

subdivision developments is reduced. 

 

 

                                                           
5  On reflection, FFNZ relief could be achieved by deletion of “chemical” means. 
6 FFNZ relief sought deletion of O27 and amendments to O26. 
7 On reflection, FFNZ see merit in deleting O44 
8 On reflection, FFNZ see merit in deleting O47 
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POLICIES 

New Policy – Primary Production: The benefits of primary production, manufacturing, distribution 

and processing are recognised and provided for by: 

(a) Recognising existing land uses and investments, including capital and operational 

investments in sustainable farming practices and environmental stewardship  

(b) Supporting the ongoing use and development of land, recognising the need for flexibility to 

respond to seasonal fluctuations and changing markets 

(c) Providing for any requirements for significant new capital investments to be made only in 

the context of robust cost-benefit analysis 

(d) Providing transition times to meet new requirements or catchment limits 

(e) Working alongside industry and landowner/catchment groups to support the ongoing 

development of sustainable farming systems, and to enable collective or cross-catchment 

solutions to meet objectives 

 

New Policy – Land and Water Management Framework: WRC will work with territorial authorities 

and industry to address priorities identified in the pNRP and Whaitua Implementation Plans, 

including: 

a) prioritise catchments for coordinated community action 

- including indicative priorities in M8, M9 and M12 

b) prioritise key pressures and sources, including 

- supporting industry/landowner initiatives to reduce hill country erosion and sediment 

losses, particularly during high-flow events 

- supporting industry/landowner initiatives to reduce lowland nitrogen leaching losses to 

groundwater 

- supporting territorial authority initiatives to reduce phosphorous discharges to surface 

water, particularly during summer low-flows 
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c) prioritise effective and cost-effective management interventions 

- informed by expanded research and monitoring, including through M2 and M10 

 

New policy - research and monitoring: The regional research programme will prioritise: 

a) water quality investigations in priority catchments and waterbodies, as set out in M10 

b) validation and calibration of catchment water balance models, including 

validation/calibration of sub-catchment and seasonal water balances (priority Ruamahanga) 

c) critical analysis of key data gaps, assumptions and uncertainties in the current conjunctive 

water framework, including ground-truthing Category A, B, C connections and boundaries 

d) expanded sites for improved measurement and monitoring of minimum flows (eg, more low 

flow monitoring in the lower Ruamahanga, south of Waihenga) 

The regional research programme may be extended on the recommendation of whaitua committees 

to address key areas where there is limited information, including: 

(a) monitoring of indigenous fish populations, including threatened or taonga species to assist in 

prioritising initiatives to safeguard indigenous species and mahinga kai (eg, kakahi, longfin 

eels) 

(b) analysis of sources to help identify and prioritise catchment works (eg, forensic testing of e. 

coli sources, sediment fingerprinting) 

(c) mapping of surface and sub-surface flowpaths and attenuation processes to help identify 

and prioritise catchment opportunities for interception and mitigation 

The regional SOE monitoring network may be extended on the recommendation of whaitua 

committees to include: 

(d) up-catchment sites to help identify and prioritise catchment works (eg, Taueru/50,000ha 

with just one site at the top and one at the bottom) 

(e) expanded landowner, iwi and community involvement in using property-scale and 

catchment-scale tools for understanding and monitoring their own water quality 
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Policy P979:The discharge of sediment to surface water bodies and coastal water from earthworks 

activities associated with major infrastructure and subdivision developments shall be minimised 

managed by using a source control approach. 

Good management practices shall be used in site management, erosion and sediment control design 

operation and maintenance in order to minimise the adverse effects of sediment-laden stormwater 

discharges. Effects that cannot be minimised may be appropriately offset. 

 

Policy P98: Earthworks, vegetation clearance and plantation forestry harvesting activities that have 

the potential to result in significant accelerated soil erosion, or to lead to off-site discharges of silt 

and sediment to surface water bodies, shall use measures, including good management practice, to: 

(a) minimise the risk of accelerated soil erosion, and  

(b) control silt and sediment runoff, and  

(c) ensure the site is stabilised and vegetation cover is restored. 

 

Policy P99: Livestock access to a surface water bodyies and the coastal marine area  

Sedimentation, the direct discharge of contaminants, damage to the beds or banks, and 

degradation of aquatic ecosystems disturbance to the banks and beds (including plants and 

habitats in, on or under the bed) of a surface water bodyies and or the coastal marine area 

resulting from livestock access shall be managed to maintain reliable access to drinking 

water for livestock and to: 

(d) protect aquatic habitat and water quality, and 

(b) protect the significant values of Category 1 surface water bodies. by excluding 

livestock cattle, farmed deer and pigs from these water bodies; and 

(b) outside a Category 1 surface water body: 

Where livestock are not excluded from the bed (including the banks) of surface water 

bodies, the adverse effects of access are avoided, remedied or mitigated by methods, such 

as, but not limited to:  

                                                           
9 On reflection, FFNZ see merit in deleting P97, in favour of amendments to P96. 
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(a)(i) restricting the location and frequency of access of some types of livestock and 

cattle, farmed deer and pigs in Category Two waterbodies  

(ii) only allow access that protects aquatic habitat and water quality, and avoids 

significant damage to land in a surface water body or the coastal marine area that 

is not a Category One or Two waterbody. 

(b) restricting the numbers of animals, and  

(c) limiting the density, frequency and duration of access, and 

(d) providing sufficient alternative sources of drinking water, shade and grazing 

outside of the banks and beds. 

 

Policy P100: Riparian margins for cultivation and break-feeding  

The overland flow of contaminants to surface water bodies from the use of land for 

cultivation and break-feeding shall be minimised through the use of riparian set-backs and 

good management practices. 

 

Policy P101: Management of riparian margins10  

In order to m Maintain or restore water quality, aquatic ecosystem health, mahinga kai and 

natural character, and reduce the amount of sediments and nutrients contaminants 

entering surface water bodies, through good management of riparian margins shall be 

encouraged including: 

(e) the exclusion of livestock likely to affect water quality, the provision of alternate 

sources of drinking water and shade away from waterbodies, and 

(f) appropriate setback distances from surface water bodies for some landuse 

activities the use of riparian setbacks  

(g) encouraging the planting of appropriate riparian vegetation, and 

(h) the management of pest plants and animals. 

                                                           
10 Management of riparian margins should also have regard to RPS P59 for the safeguarding of productive capability on 
Class I and II land 
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METHODS 

 

Method M12: Sustainable land management practices 

 WRC will encourage sustainable rural land management by:  

(i) providing research, advice and promoting good management practices, and 

innovation developed in partnership with territorial authorities and rural and 

urban landowners and rural industries, and 

(j) working in partnership with affected landowners to identify Category 1 surface 

water bodies and Category 2 surface water bodies, and 

(k) developing catchment plans for coordinating or supporting catchment 

activities and catchment-scale mitigations and innovations, and assisting with 

the implementation of riparian management plans, critical source area 

management plans, farm plans and farm environment plans across a number 

of priority catchments, including: 

(i) providing assistance with riparian planting, and erosion and sediment 

control for 50% of farms in the Taueru River, Kopuaranga River and 

Huangarua River catchments by 2025, and 

(ii) providing assistance with riparian planting, nutrient and erosion and 

sediment control for 50% of properties in the Mangatarere River and 

Taratahi/Parkvale stream catchments by 2025 and Lake Wairarapa and 

Whareama River estuary catchments by 2023, and 

(iii)     providing assistance to willing landowners outside the designated 

priorities 

(d)  collecting and providing biophysical information in collaboration with 

catchment landowners needed for prioritising effective and cost-effective 

catchment action plans and adaptive management, and  

(l) providing plants through the Akura Conservation Centre for erosion control 

and riparian and wetland management, and  

(m) providing incentives, such as assistance with costs and labour associated with 

riparian and wetland fencing, planting and pest control. 
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RULES 

New Rule: The discharge of agrichemicals from handheld/knapsack applications into air or onto or 

into land where it may enter water is a permitted activity, provided the following conditions are 

met: 

(a) the discharge shall not cause noxious, dangerous, offensive or objectionable 

odour, dust, particulate, smoke, vapours, droplets or ash beyond the boundary of 

the property. 

 

Rule R36: The discharge of agrichemicals into air or onto or into land where it may enter water is a 

permitted activity, provided the following conditions are met: 

For all applications excluding residential areas and hand-held/knapsack applications: 

(b) the discharge shall not cause noxious, dangerous, offensive or objectionable 

odour, dust, particulate, smoke, vapours, droplets or ash beyond the boundary of 

the property, and  

(c) the discharge shall be in accordance with the rate specified on the agrichemical 

product label or the manufacturer’s instructions, and 

(d) the agrichemical is in accordance with the Hazardous Substances and New 

Organisms Act 1996, and 

(e) there is no aerial spraying in areas zoned residential or urban in district plans 

areas, and 

(f) there is no discharge into water or within a community drinking water supply 

protection area, and 

(g) the discharge shall be in accordance with NZS 8409:2004 Management of 

Agrichemicals, including where relevant to the particular substance and 

application method being used: 

(i) Storage – Appendix L4, and 

(ii) Use – Part 5.3, and 

(iii) Disposal – Appendix S, and 
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(iv) Records – Appendix C9, and 

(h) the applicator, manager or owner of the property shall prepare a spray plan at 

least once per annum, and: 

(i) identify sensitive areas adjacent to where discharges of agrichemical 

shall occur in accordance with NZS 8409:2004 Management of 

Agrichemicals: Section 5.3 and Appendix M4, and 

(ii) notify adjacent neighbours likely to be affected identified as sensitive 

that a spray plan is available on request at start of a spray season, and 

follow up with advice closer to planned spraying activities if requested 

or 

(iii) gain written agreement from adjoining neighbours that notification is 

not required, and or 

(iv) supply a copy of the spray plan at least 24 hours prior to the discharge 

of agrichemicals to the owner/occupier of a property identified as a 

sensitive area or likely to be directly affected by the discharge, or 

requests a copy, and 

(i) for ground-based applications by a commercial applicator the principle applicator 

shall: any person applying agrichemicals in a public place or on private property 

for hire or reward, must be a Registered Chemical Applicator; or a holder of an 

Approved Handler certificate and be under the immediate and direct supervision 

of a holder of Registered Chemical Applicator accreditation, and 

(i) hold a current GROWSAFE® Registered Chemical Applicators Certificate, 

or  

(ii) hold a current GROWSAFE® Introductory Certificate and be supervised 

by a person holding a current GROWSAFE® Registered Chemical 

Applicators Certificate, and 

(j) for ground-based applications where the applicator is not a commercial 

applicator the applicator shall:  

(i) hold a GROWSAFE® Introductory Certificate, or 
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(ii) be supervised by a person holding a current GROWSAFE® Advanced 

Certificate, and 

(k) for aerial applications the applicator shall: 

(i) hold a Pilots’ Agrichemical Rating Certificate issued by the Civil Aviation 

Authority under Civil Aviation Rule 61, and  

(ii) the company or operator holds an suitable accreditation for 

agrichemical application, and 

(l) all agrichemicals shall be securely contained and stored in accordance with NZS 

8409:2004: Management of Agrichemicals: Appendix L4, and 

(m) all mixing and application of agrichemicals shall be conducted in accordance with 

NZS 8409:2004 Management of Agrichemicals: Appendix F, and 

(n) records are kept in accordance with NZS 8409:2004: Management of 

Agrichemicals: Appendix C9 and shall be available to the Wellington Regional 

Council upon request, and 

(o) in public amenity areas the applicator shall: 

(i) place signs in the immediate vicinity before spraying begins, and remain 

in place until the withholding or re-entry period, as specified on the 

product label, has expired, and 

(ii) alongside roadways, vehicles associated with spraying agrichemicals 

shall display prominent signs (front and back) advising that spraying is in 

progress, and 

(p) for discharges adjacent to a sensitive area a risk assessment prior to the discharge 

shall be undertaken in accordance with NZS 8409:2004: Management of 

Agrichemicals. 
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Rule R38: The discharge of agrichemicals into air or onto or into land where it may enter water or 

into surface water bodies that is not permitted by Rule R36 or Rule R37, is a restricted discretionary 

controlled activity. 

Matters for discretion control 

1. The substance to be discharged including its toxicity and volatility and the carrying agent 

(formulation); and 

2. The proposed method of application, including the type of spray equipment to be used, 

the spray volume and droplet size, the direction of spraying and the height of release 

above the ground; and 

3. The nature of any training undertaken by the operator; and 

4. Measures to avoid agrichemical spray drift beyond the target site, and 

5. The extent to which the use or application complies with NZS8409:2004 Management of 

Agrichemicals; and 

6. The proximity of the application to sensitive areas, and 

7. The timing of the application in relation to weather conditions, and 

8. Communication requirements for the application.  

 

Rule R94: The use of land for cultivation is a permitted activity, provided the following conditions are 

met:  

(q) cultivation on land with slope of more than 3 degrees shall not occur within 5m of 

the bed of a surface water body or the coastal marine area, and or 

(b) cultivation on land with slope of 3 degrees of less shall not occur within 2 metres 

of the bed of a surface water body or the coastal marine area; and 

 the land between the cultivated land and the bed of a surface water body or the 

coastal marine area shall be in pasture or other groundcover vegetation 

throughout the period of cultivation; and 
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(r) cultivation is undertaken along the contour of the land, where reasonably 

practicable, and 

(s) sediment laden any discharge surface water resulting from land subject to 

cultivation does not flow to a surface water body. shall not, outside the zone of 

reasonable mixing in a surface water body or the coastal marine area, result in 

any of the following effects in receiving waters; 

(i) a conspicuous change in colour or visual clarity; 

(ii) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by animals; 

(iii) any significant adverse effect on aquatic life. 

 

Rule R95: The use of land for livestock break-feeding is a permitted activity, provided the following 

conditions are met:  

(a) livestock break-feeding on land with slope of more than 3 degrees shall not occur 

be within 5m of the bed of a surface water body or the coastal marine area, and 

(b) Livestock break-feeding on land with slope of 3 degrees or less shall not be within 

2 metres of the bed of a surface water body or the coastal marine area; and 

 the land between the land used for break-feeding and the bed of a surface water 

body or the coastal marine area shall be in pasture or other groundcover 

vegetation, and not be grazed or cultivated throughout the period that the land 

adjacent is used for break-feeding, and 

(b)(c) sediment-laden any discharge to a surface water body surface water resulting 

from land used for break-feeding does not flow to a surface water body. shall not, 

outside of the zone of reasonable mixing in a surface water body or the coastal 

marine area, result in any of the following effects in receiving waters: 

 (i) a conspicuous change in colour or visual clarity; 

(ii) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by animals; 

 (iii) any significant adverse effect on aquatic life. 
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Rule R96: The use of land for cultivation or break-feeding that is not permitted by Rule R94 or Rule 

R95 is a discretionary controlled activity. 

 

Rule R97: Livestock11 Aaccess to the beds of a surface water bodyies or the coastal marine area by 

livestock – permitted activity   

The use and disturbance of the bed, including the banks or other land in a surface water body or the 

coastal marine area, and any associated discharge to water from for access by livestock access to the 

bed, including banks, and the disturbance of the bed and banks and the discharge of associated 

sediment and excreta to a surface water body is a permitted activity, provided the following 

conditions are met: 

a Livestock Access Plan has been approved in writing by the Wellington Regional Council, 

and the terms and conditions of the Livestock Access Plan are complied with at all 

times; or the access does not result in significant pugging of the bed (including 

the banks) of a lake or river other than at a stock drinking point or stock crossing 

point used to allow livestock to be actively moved through, and 

the access or any discharge from a constructed track or raceway does not cause a 

conspicuous change in colour or visual clarity of water: 

(i) within a site with significant mana whenua values identified in Schedule C 

(mana whenua), and or 

 (ii)(c) the access does not cause a conspicuous change in colour or visual 

clarity beyond the zone of reasonable mixing in allany other locations, and  

(c) the access to a river, open drain, water race or lake does not result in pugging or 

de-vegetation that exposes bare earth in the bed (including the banks), and 

(d) the access to a wetland, estuary or the coastal marine area does not result in: 

 (i) pugging or de-vegetation that exposes bare earth; or 

 (ii) a conspicuous change in colour or visual clarity of water; or 

                                                           
11 For clarity, FFNZ relief seeks that the Category One and Two exclusion requirements apply to cattle, farmed deer and pigs 
and that other livestock access be it sheep, llama, goats, horses etc, is permitted. 
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 (iii) cattle, farmed deer or farmed pigs being left unattended in, or not being 

actively moved through, a wetland, estuary or the coastal marine area, 

 and 

(e) a stock crossing point on a river, open drain, water race or lake shall: 

 (i) be not more than 20 metres wide, and 

 (ii) be perpendicular to the direction of water flow, except where this is 

impracticable owing to the natural contours of the bed or adjoining land, and 

 (iii) align with a constructed track or raceway on either side of the stock crossing 

point, and 

 (iv) not be used to allow cattle, farmed deer or farmed pigs to be left unattended 

in, or not actively moved through, a river, open drain, water race or lake,  

 And the access is not to a Category One or Two waterbody from the dates set out 

below 

(d)(f) from 31.07.2022 seven years after the date of public notification of the Proposed 

Natural Resources Plan (31.07.2015), access by cattle (including dairy cows), 

farmed deer and farmed pigs within a Category 2 surface water bodyies, and 

dairy cows within a rivers that is not a Category 1 surface water body and has 

have an active bed width of 1m or wider can occur where: 

there is no flowing or ponded water within the bed at the time and location of 

the access, and 

other than at a stock crossing point the access does not result in significant 

pugging of the bed (including the banks) of a lake or river, the access 

complies with condition (c) or condition (d), 

or 

there is flowing or ponded water within the bed, and the access is only for the 

purpose of crossing at a stock crossing point, and  
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the stock crossing point is associated with a maintained access track the access 

complies with conditions (b) and (e), and 

the access for the purpose of crossing at a use of the stock crossing point occurs 

no more frequently than twice in any month, and  

the livestock are actively crossing,  

and 

(e)(g) from three years after the date of public notification of the Proposed Natural 

Resources Plan (31.07.20195): 

(i) within a significant natural wetland listed in Schedule F3 (significant 

wetlands) livestock access is limited to sheep, and 

with the exception of provided by condition (g)(i) (vii) above, there is no livestock 

access within a Category 1 surface water bodyies. 

 

Category One: From three years after the date of the pNRP being made operative, 

there is no access by cattle, farmed deer and farmed pigs within Category 1 surface 

water bodies. 

Category Two: From seven years after the date of the pNRP being made operative, 

access by cattle, farmed deer and farmed pigs within Category 2 surface water bodies 

can only occur where  

i. there is no reasonably practicable alternate water source, or 

ii. there is no flowing or ponded water within the bed at the time and location of 

the access, or 

iii. there is flowing or ponded water within the bed, and the access is only for a 

stock drinking point; or for a stock crossing point, used to allow cattle, farmed 

deer or farmed pigs to be actively moved through 

Note 

Fencing is one method of managing livestock access and fencing can be either permanent 

or temporary as long as it achieves the conditions of the rule. 
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New Rule: The use and disturbance of the bed, including the banks in a surface water body or the 

coastal marine area, and any associated discharge to water from livestock access to the bed in the 

event of floods, power or water supply breakdowns or other emergencies is a permitted activity. 

Rule R98: The use and disturbance of the bed, including the banks, or other land in a surface water 

body or the coastal marine area, and any associated discharge to water, land for access by any from 

livestock access to the bed (including the banks), and the disturbance of the bed and discharge of 

sediment and excreta to a surface water body that is not permitted by Rule R97, is a discretionary 

controlled activity. Matters for control are restricted to R97 conditions breached.  

 

Rule R99: The use of land, and the discharge of sediment-laden runoff stormwater into water or 

onto or into land where it may enter water from earthworks of a contiguous area up to 3,000m2 per 

property per 12 month period is a permitted activity, provided the following conditions are met: 

(t) soil or debris from earthworks is not placed where it can enter a surface water 

body or the coastal marine area, and 

(u) earthworks will not create or contribute to instability or subsidence of a slope or 

another land surface at or beyond the boundary of the property where the 

earthworks occurs, and 

(v) work areas are stabilised within six months after the completion of the 

earthworks. 

(w) any earthworks shall not, after the zone of reasonable mixing, Result in any of the 

following effects in receiving waters 

(i)  the production of conspicuous oil or grease films, scums of foams, or 

floatable or suspended materials, or 

(ii)  any conspicuous change in colour or visual clarity, or 

(iii) any emission of objectionable odour, or 

(iv)  the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by animals, or 

(v) any significant effect on aquatic life. 

(e) earthworks shall not occur within 5m of a surface water body. 
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Rule R100: The use of land, and the discharge of sediment-laden runoff stormwater into water or 

onto or into land where it may enter water from vegetation clearance of a contiguous area up to 2ha 

per property per 12 month period on erosion prone land is a permitted activity, provided the 

following conditions are met: 

(x) any soil or debris from the vegetation clearance is not placed where it can enter a 

surface water body or the coastal marine area, and 

(y) any soil disturbances associated with the vegetation clearance shall not after the 

zone of reasonable mixing, Result in any of the following effects in receiving 

waters 

(i) The production of conspicuous oil or grease films, scums of foams, or 

floatable or suspended materials, or 

(ii) Any conspicuous change in colour or visual clarity, or 

(iii)Any emission of objectionable odour, or 

(iv) The rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by animals, or 

(v) Any significant effect on aquatic life. 

Vegetation clearance is also controlled by provisions in district plans and bylaws, and the 

Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003.  

 

Rule R101: The use of land, and the discharge of sediment-laden runoff stormwater into water or 

onto or into land where it may enter water from earthworks or vegetation clearance that is not 

permitted by Rule R99 or Rule R100 is a discretionary controlled activity. 

 

 


