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Appendix B – Draft amendments to policy framework 

Note the inclusion in the PNRP Decisions Version of the following definition of ‘natural 
character’: 

The natural attributes and characteristics of the coastal environment (including the coastal 

marine area), rivers, lakes and wetlands and those natural processes that contribute to those 

environments. 

4.4 Natural form and function 

 

4.4.1 Natural character 

 

Policy P24: Identifying outstanding and high natural character to enable its protection from 
inappropriate use and development 

 

Identify in the Plan areas of outstanding and high natural character in the coastal environment 
(including the coastal marine area) and in wetlands, rivers, lakes and their margins, and protect the 
natural character of those areas from inappropriate use and development. 

  

Policy P25: Preserving natural character  

 

Natural character will be preserved by: 
(a) avoiding adverse effects of activities on the natural character of areas within the coastal 

marine area that have outstanding natural character, and 
(b) avoiding significant adverse effects of activities on the natural character of areas within the 

coastal marine area that are not identified as having outstanding natural character, and 
(c) avoiding and, where avoidance is not practicable, remedying or mitigating significant adverse 

effects of activities on the natural character of wetlands, rivers, lakes and their margins that are 
identified as having outstanding and high natural character, and 

(d) avoiding, remedying or mitigating other adverse effects of activities on the natural character of 
areas of the coastal environment (including the coastal marine area), wetlands, rivers, lakes 
and their margins that are not identified under (a), (b), or (c) of Policy P25. 

 

4.4.2 Natural features and landscapes 

 

[Delete Policy P48 and replace with the following]: 

 

Policy P26: Identifying outstanding natural features and landscapes to enable their protection  
Identify the outstanding natural features and landscapes within the Region, and their outstanding 
natural attributes and characteristics, in accordance with RPS Policy 25.  

 

Policy P27: Protecting outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate use and 
development 

 

Outstanding natural features and landscapes (including seascapes) will be protected from inappropriate 
use and development by: 

Commented [KA1]: This is an important change for the 
MOC.  The decisions version of P24 is not limited to 
“identified” areas.  Limiting the policy to identified areas will 
make it nugatory until such time as the identification process 
occurs. 

Commented [KA2]: This policy will apply to natural 
character of wetlands, rivers, lakes and their margins that are 
in the Coastal Environment.  As such, it will not be NZCPS 
compliant.  This problem is not apparent in current P24 
because of the way it lumps CMA and beds of lakes and 
rivers together.  One solution I can think of is to have the 
same policies apply.  Alternatively, another possible solution 
is to have (a) and (b) refer to “coastal environment” rather 
than “coastal marine area”.    
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(a) avoiding adverse effects of activities on the natural attributes and characteristics of 
outstanding natural features and landscapes in the coastal marine area, and 

(b) avoiding significant adverse effects of activities on the natural attributes and characteristics of 
outstanding natural features and landscapes that are not within the coastal marine area, and  

(c) avoiding and, where avoidance is not practicable, remedying or mitigating other adverse 
effects of activities on the natural attributes and characteristics of outstanding natural features 
and landscapes that are not within the coastal marine area.  

 

6.12 Natural features and landscapes 

Method M24: Identifying outstanding natural features and landscapes and outstanding and high natural 
character  

 

Wellington Regional Council will work with city and district councils and the community to: 
(a) identify areas with outstanding and high natural character in the coastal marine area and in 

wetlands, rivers, lakes and their margins, and 
(b) identify outstanding natural features and landscapes within the region in accordance with the 

evaluation process and factors specified in RPS Policy 25, and 
(c) no later than 30 June 2023 produce a regional list of these features, landscapes and areas 

(which shall include the natural attributes and characteristics that contribute to or comprise the 
natural character or outstanding quality of these areas), for inclusion in the Plan by plan 
change or variation. 

 

 
 

 

Commented [KA3]: This policy will apply to ONLS and Fs 
that are in the coastal environment – particularly where they 
are rivers, lakes and margins and natural wetlands.  As such it 
is not NZCPS compliant. 

Commented [KA4]: As per above.  I don’t think we 
discussed P48 in depth.  However, MOC would favour the 
original wording. 

Commented [KA5]: I didn’t think we discussed any 
amendments to M24 at that meeting, other than the date.  The 
MOC prefers the current M24, with the new date change 
added.  I also query if there is any scope to make any 
substantive changes to this method, other than the date?  We 
are of course open to further particularising it consistent with 
its current intent. 


