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MEDIATION 10 - GWRC SUMMARY STATEMENT  

TOPIC: SIGNIFICANT HISTORIC HERITAGE VALUES 

Sub-topic 

1 Historic heritage 

Proposed mediation date/s 

2 24 March 2020 

Proposed GWRC attendees at the mediation 

3 The following will attend on behalf of GWRC: 

a. Mary O'Callahan – Planning Consultant 

b. Richard Sheild – Planning 

c. Emma Manohar - DLA Piper - Legal 

Relevant provisions  

Provision1 Page reference2 

Objective O34: Significant historic heritage values 52 

Policy P46: Managing adverse effects on sites with 
significant historic heritage value 

72 

Policy P47: Appropriate demolition or removal 73 

Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures 389 

Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds 391 

Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 403 

 

  

                                                      
1 These provisions are set out in Appendix A. 
2 Decision version clause 16 of the PNRP.  



 

 
 
20200318 - Summary statement 10 - significant historic heritage values(5897561.2).docx 2 

Appellant(s) and section 274 parties 

Appellant Court reference (ENV) 

CentrePort Ltd & CentrePort Properties Ltd 
(CentrePort) 

ENV-2019-WLG-000118 

Masterton District Council ENV-2019-WLG-000110 

Rangitāne Tu Mai Ra Trust and Rangitāne o Wairarapa 
Inc Society (Rangitāne) 

ENV-2019-WLG-000125 

Wellington Civic Trust ENV-2019-WLG-000113 

Section 274 parties 

Party 

Federated Farmers of New Zealand 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 

Kāpiti Coast District Council 

Kiwirail Holdings Ltd 
NZ Transport Agency 

Masterton District Council 

Minister of Conservation 

Porirua City Council 

Powerco Ltd 

Rangitāne 

Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society 

South Wairarapa District Council 

StraitNZ Bluebridge Ltd 

The Oil Companies - Z Energy Limited, BP Oil NZ Ltd and Mobil Oil NZ Ltd 

Wellington City Council 

Wellington Civic Trust 
Wellington Fish and Game Council 
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Appeal issues 

4 The sub-topic appeal issues are: 

4.1 Issue 1: Objective O34: Significant historic heritage values proposed amendment 
to include sites as well as values.   

4.2 Issue 2: Policy P46: Managing adverse effects on sites with significant historic 
heritage value 

4.3 Issue 3: Policy P47: Appropriate demolition or removal within sites with 
significant historic heritage and inclusion of Glasgow Wharf in Schedule E2.   

4.4 Issue 4: Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures and Schedule E2: Historic 
heritage wharves and boatsheds proposed amendment to include wharf and 
reclamation edges 

4.5 Issue 5: Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites inclusion of Tauweru 
Bridge 

Issue 1: Objective O34: Significant historic heritage values 

GWRC 
Appeal 
point ref. 

Provision Appellant Summary of appellant’s 
relief sought 

Section 274 parties and 
position: Support (S) or 
Oppose (O) or Neutral (N) 

A019/044 Objective O34: 
Significant historic 
heritage values 

Rangitāne Amend Objective O34 so 
that it refers to the 
protection of sites as well 
as values. 

No wording provided but 
interpreted as seeking: 

Significant historic heritage 
values and sites are 
protected from 
inappropriate modification, 
use and development.   

South Wairarapa District 
Council (O) 

Masterton District Council 
(O) 

Wellington Fish and Game 
Council (S) 

Royal Forest and Bird 
Protection Society (S) 

CentrePort (O) 

Related appeal points from other sub-topics 

5 There are no other appeal points directly connected to this appeal point. 

Summary of decision 

6 Objective O34 was retained as notified.  The issue of amending the objective to include 
protection of sites as well as values was expressly considered.  The Decision adopted the 
position of the Council's section 42A report on this matter.  The section 42A report 
considered that reference to 'values' in objective O34 gives effect to the NZCPS and RPS 
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(Policies 21, 22, and 46).  Inclusion of the word 'sites' was not required to provide the 
required protection.   

 Changes since the decision  

7 There are no clause 16 changes relevant to this appeal. 

Outcome of direct discussions 

8 Not applicable. 

 
Council position 

9 Council’s view is that the wording of Objective O34 is appropriate as it focuses on values, 
which are what make the sites significant.  This approach gives effect to higher order 
documents.   

Issues for discussion 

10 Whether it is necessary to expressly refer to 'sites' (rather than only values) in Objective 
O34.   

Outcomes from prior mediation topics of relevance 

Not applicable.
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Issue 2: Policy P46: Managing adverse effects on sites with significant historic heritage value 

GWRC 
Appeal 
point ref. 

Provision Appellant Summary of appellant’s 
relief sought 

Section 274 parties and 
position: Support (S) or 
Oppose (O) or Neutral (N) 

A009/005 Policy P46: 
Managing 
adverse effects 
on sites with 
significant 
historic heritage 
value 

CentrePort  Add the following sub-
clauses and notes at the end 
of Policy P46: 

(i) the use, development, 
operation, maintenance and 
upgrade of regionally 
significant infrastructure is 
provided for;  

(j) appropriate use and 
development in the Lambton 
Harbour Area (Northern 
Zone) is enabled. 

Note 

Policy P46 does not require 
all matters listed in (a)-(j) to 
be met for a proposal to be 
considered appropriate 

Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga (O) 

Wellington Civic Trust (O) 

The Oil Companies - Z 
Energy Limited, BP Oil NZ Ltd 
and Mobil Oil NZ Ltd (N) 

StraitNZ Bluebridge Ltd (S) 

South Wairarapa District 
Council (S) 

Rangitāne (O) 

NZ Transport Agency (S) 

Masterton District Council (S) 

Porirua City Council (S) 

Kāpiti Coast District Council 
(S) 

Kiwirail Holdings Ltd 

Powerco (N) 

Related appeal points from other sub-topics 

11 These appeal points are relevant to appeal topics 5 (RSI definitions) and 6 (balance of RSI). 

Summary of decision 

12 The Decision largely retained Policy P46 as notified, with the only change being to remove 
the word ‘and’ from the end of each sub-clause.  This was done to make it clear that all of 
the matters listed by the sub-clauses should be considered without implying that all of the 
conditions set out in the sub-clauses must be met.   

13 The Decision considered amendments sought by CentrePort in respect of changes to which 
wharf structures are listed in Schedule E2.  The relief was rejected on the basis that current 
and future use of these wharves for operational purposes does not have the effect of 
diminishing their significance in historic heritage terms, and it would also not implement 
Policy 21 of the RPS.   



 

 
 
20200318 - Summary statement 10 - significant historic heritage values(5897561.2).docx 6 

Changes since the decision  

14 A minor formatting correction was made as a clause 16 change.  The correction was to 
correctly format the alignment of sub-clauses (a) - (h). 

Outcome of direct discussions 

15 Council met with CentrePort and Heritage New Zealand to understand the issues raised.  
Various options for resolution were discussed but the issue was not resolved.   

Council position 

16 The Council’s view is that Policy P46 gives appropriate effect to the higher order direction 
(Policy 21 and 22 of the RPS) and the amendments made through the Decision ensure the 
implementation of Objective O34.  The Council is concerned that the proposed changes 
sought would significantly weaken protection of historic heritage across the Region, in both 
the CMA and the beds of lakes and rivers.   

Issues for discussion 

17 Alternative ways to provide for appropriate use and development in sites with significant 
historic heritage values that are within the Lambton Harbour Area or associated with Port-
related Activities. 

18 The listing of Glasgow Wharf is to be discussed in Issue 3 below.   

Outcomes from prior mediation topics of relevance 

19 Not applicable. 
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Issue 3: Policy P47: Appropriate demolition or removal 

GWRC 
Appeal 
point ref. 

Provision Appellant Summary of appellant’s 
relief sought 

Section 274 parties and 
position: Support (S) or 
Oppose (O) or Neutral (N) 

A009/006 Policy P47: 
Appropriate 
demolition or 
removal 

Schedule E2: 
Historic heritage 
wharves and 
boatsheds 

CentrePort  Amend Policy P47 to allow 
for demolition through 
replacement clauses (a) and 
(b) of a structure where the 
structure: 

(a) has no on-going 
functional or economic use 
in its present state and/or 
configuration, or  

(b) demolition of the 
structure is necessary to 
provide for the use, 
development, operation, 
maintenance and upgrade of 
regionally significant 
infrastructure. 

Wording to this effect is 
provided.   

In the alternative, Centreport 
has sought the removal of 
Glasgow Wharf from E2 and 
the relief in (a) but not (b) 
above.  

Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga (O) 

Minister of Conservation (O) 

Wellington Civic Trust (O) 

StraitNZ Bluebridge Ltd (S) 

South Wairarapa District 
Council (S) 

Rangitāne (O) 

Masterton District Council (S) 

Kiwirail Holdings Ltd (S) 

Wellington City Council (O) 

 

Related appeal points from other sub-topics 

20 These appeal points are relevant to appeal topics 5 (RSI definitions) and 6 (balance of RSI). 

Summary of decision 

21 Policy P47 was largely retained as notified.  The added references to ‘removal’ in the 
policy title and ‘partial demolition’ in the policy were intended to bring the policy’s 
wording into closer alignment with other regional plans. 

22 The deletion of ‘and’ from sub-clause (a) clarifies that a structure with significant heritage 
values does not need to be damaged by fire and pose a significant risk to human safety to be 
demolished, just one of the two. 

23 The Decision commented that what constitutes appropriate development in the Lambton 
Harbour Area (including the Northern Zone) and how this relates to the listing of heritage 
structures in Schedule E2 is a complex issue.  It considered that the issue needed to be 
given due and appropriate consideration by all relevant stakeholders in a comprehensive 
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manner; as opposed to being considered 'on the hoof' in an ad hoc manner via an evolving 
alternate relief during the hearing process.  This statement was made in the context of the 
amendments being sought by CentrePort, while within scope of the original submissions on 
the proposed Plan, were developed latterly, through the course of the hearings and as an 
alternative to the primary relief sought.  Given the potentially significant implications for 
the overall management of development and heritage values in the CMA, the Decision 
declined the relief as sought by CentrePort as they needed to be considered through a fresh 
RMA schedule 1 process.    

24 While the Decision did not address the demolition of heritage structures for Port-related 
Activities, it did state that allowing for the demolition of heritage structures that are 
derelict, beyond repair, or without ongoing functional or economic use could have perverse 
outcomes by encouraging an on-going lack of maintenance of listed historic heritage items 
to justify demolition and, in the long term, could result in ‘demolition by neglect’. 

25 In respect of the alternative relief sought of removal of Glasgow Wharf from Schedule E2, 
the most significant change to Schedule E2 in the Decision was the inclusion of Glasgow 
Wharf, which was identified by Council’s technical experts as meeting the criteria of Policy 
21 of the RPS and therefore meriting inclusion.  The Decision noted that the Wharf appears 
to have been left off the schedule as notified as the result of a flawed evaluation.  This was 
corrected through the Decision.   

26 The other amendments made to Schedule E2 in the Decision were minor amendments to the 
names of historic structures or to the summaries of significant heritage values but not 
relevant to CentrePort's appeal. 

Changes since the decision  

27 There are no clause 16 changes relevant to this appeal. 

Outcome of direct discussions 

28 Council met with CentrePort and Heritage New Zealand to understand the issues raised.  
Various options for resolution were discussed but the issue was not resolved.   

 
Council position 

29 The Council considers that the proposed amendments to Policy P47 would fail to give 
effect to Objective O34.  However, Objective O34 is not absolute and directs that 
significant historic heritage values are protected from inappropriate modification, use, and 
development.   

30 In respect of the relief to remove Glasgow Wharf from Schedule E2, based on the evidence 
presented through the Council hearings, the listing of Glasgow Wharf in Schedule E2 is 
justified.   
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Issues for discussion 

31 The Council considers that it may be useful to discuss whether providing for CentrePort’s 
planned works or Port-related Activities generally is an appropriate or inappropriate 
modification or demolition of a historic heritage structure.   

32 Whether there is an evidential basis to remove Glasgow Wharf from Schedule E2? 

33 Whether the consenting pathway available under Policy P47 is sufficient for CentrePort’s 
intentions in respect of Glasgow Wharf or whether amendments are required.    

Outcomes from prior mediation topics of relevance 

34 Not applicable.  
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Issue 4: Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures and E2 Historic heritage wharves and 
structures 

GWRC 
Appeal 
point ref. 

Provision Appellant Summary of appellant’s 
relief sought 

Section 274 parties and 
position: Support (S) or 
Oppose (O) or Neutral (N) 

A028/001 Schedule E1: Historic 
heritage structures 

Schedule E2: Historic 
heritage wharves and 
boatsheds 

Wellington Civic 
Trust 

That the parts of the wharf 
edges and reclamation 
edges which are currently 
protected under the 
Regional Coastal Plan are 
also recognised and 
incorporated as part of the 
sites of historic heritage 
values for protection in the 
Proposed Natural 
Resources Plan, within 
Schedules E1 and E2 and 
on the relevant maps, or 
any alternative means by 
which the same outcome is 
achieved. 

Wellington City Council (O) 

Related appeal points from other sub-topics 

35 There are no other appeal points directly connected to this appeal point. 

Summary of decision 

36 There were no heritage structures added or removed from Schedule E1 through the 
Decision.  ‘Aberdeen Quay’ was corrected to ‘Aberdeen Quay Seawall’ which reduced the 
scope of the listing from the entire Quay to just the seawall.  

37 In response to the relief sought by Wellington Civic Trust, Council officers recommended 
that the parts of the wharf edges and reclamation edges which are currently protected under 
the Wellington Regional Coastal Plan be included under a new Schedule (Schedule E6) as 
opposed to including the same within Schedule E1 or E2.  This would have provided a 
different level of protection for those areas than would have applied if the areas were 
included in Schedule E1 or E2.   

38 The Decision rejected that recommendation on the basis that the areas are of lesser heritage 
value than warranted inclusion in a Schedule. The Decision accepted the evidence provided 
by Council’s technical experts regarding the heritage values of the wharf edges and 
reclamation edges.   

Changes since the decision  

39 There are no clause 16 changes relevant to this appeal. 
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Outcome of direct discussions 

40 Not applicable. 

 
Council position 

41 The Council’s position is that these wharf and reclamation edges should not be included in 
Schedule E1 or E2 as in the opinion of Council’s technical experts they do not meet the 
criteria for inclusion set out in Policy 21 of the RPS.   

42 The rationale provided by Council’s experts was that they considered the relief sought by 
Wellington Civic Trust to be more about protecting the form of the foreshore, rather than 
the heritage values themselves.  The proposed Schedule E6 was suggested as a means of 
protecting the places identified by Wellington Civic Trust, but as noted above the Decision 
rejected this proposal due to a lack of higher order direction. 

Issues for discussion 

36. Whether inclusion of the wharf and reclamation edges listed in the Wellington Regional 
Coastal Plan should be included in Schedule E1 (Historic heritage structures) and E2 (Historic 
heritage boatsheds and wharves) of the proposed Plan; though they do not meet the RPS 
criteria.   

Outcomes from prior mediation topics of relevance 

37. Not applicable.  
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Issue 5: Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

GWRC 
Appeal 
point ref. 

Provision Appellant Summary of appellant’s 
relief sought 

Section 274 parties and 
position: Support (S) or 
Oppose (O) or Neutral (N) 

A014/024 Schedule E5: 
Historic heritage 
freshwater sites 

Masterton District 
Council 

Delete Tauweru Bridge from 
Schedule E5. 

Federated Farmers of New 
Zealand (S) 

Rangitāne (O) 

Royal Forest and Bird (O) 

Related appeal points from other sub-topics 

43 There are no other appeal points directly connected to this appeal point. 

Summary of decision 

44 The Decision considered the deletion of the Tauweru Bridge from Schedule E5 as sought in 
Masterton District Council’s original submission.  Based on expert evidence the Tauweru 
Bridge was retained in Schedule E5 (on the basis that Tauweru Bridge is largely unaltered 
from its original form and detail and has historical value in that it is part of the roading 
infrastructure of the northern Wairarapa, giving access to a large farming hinterland for 
nearly 90 years).  Its removal was not considered appropriate.   

Changes since the decision  

45 There are no clause 16 changes relevant to this appeal. 

Outcome of direct discussions 

46 Not applicable. 

 
Council position 

47 Council’s position is that, based on expert evidence, the Tauweru Bridge has historic 
heritage values that meet the criteria of significance of Policy 21 of the RPS and therefore it 
is appropriate that the bridge remain in Schedule E5.  

Issues for discussion 

48 Whether there is any basis for the removal of the Tauweru Bridge from Schedule E5. 

Outcomes from prior mediation topics of relevance 

49 Not applicable. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX A - RELEVANT PROVISIONS (DECISIONS VERSION - WITH CLAUSE 16 
CHANGES) 

 

Chapter 3 Objectives 
3.7 Sites with significant values 
Objective O34   
Significant historic heritage values are protected from inappropriate modification, use 
and development. 

 

Chapter 4 Policies 
4.6.4 Sites with significant historic heritage value 

Policy P46: Managing adverse effects on sites with significant historic 
heritage value   

More than minor adverse effects on the significant historic heritage values identified 
in Schedule E1 (heritage structures), Schedule E2 (wharves and boatsheds), Schedule 
E3 (navigation aids), Schedule E4 (archaeological sites) and Schedule E5 (freshwater 
heritage) shall be avoided, remedied or mitigated by managing activities so that:  

(a) significant historic heritage values are not lost, damaged or destroyed,; and 

(b) effects are of a low magnitude or scale, or effects are reversible,; and 

(c) interconnections and linkages between sites are not significantly altered or 
lost,; and 

(d) previous damage to significant historic heritage values is remedied or 
mitigated where relevant,; and 

(e) previous changes that have significant historic heritage value in their own 
right are respected and retained,; and 

(f) adjacent significant historic heritage values are unlikely to be adversely 
affected,; and 

(g) unique or special materials and/or craftsmanship are retained,; and 

(h) the activities do not lead to cumulative adverse effects on historic heritage. 
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Policy P47: Appropriate demolition or removal  

Demolition, partial demolition or removal of a structure with significant historic 
heritage value identified in Schedule E1 (heritage structures), Schedule E2 (wharves 
and boatsheds), Schedule E3 (navigation aids), or Schedule E5 (freshwater heritage) 
is inappropriate except where the structure:  

(a) is substantially damaged by fire or natural hazard, and/or  

(b) poses a significant risk to human safety, and 

(c) it is not reasonably practicable to repair it. 

Note 

Applications for demolition should consider any relevant matters of Policy P46. 
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Schedule E: Sites with significant historic heritage values   

Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures   
Shown on Map 8 

Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures 

 
Name Location Summary of Significant Values 

Aberdeen Quay Seawall Evans Bay The seawall at Aberdeen Quay, together with 
the associated reclaimed land and the 
Miramar Wharf, forms a precinct that is 
important in the history of development of 
Miramar and Evans Bay. The seawall is an 
impressive engineering structure that has 
retained the edge of the road for over 100 
years. 

Centennial Highway Paekakariki to Pukerua Bay The Centennial Highway combines an 
interesting array of values, from the historic 
values associated with the 1940 Centennial, 
and the vast improvement in communications 
that the road represented; to the engineering 
achievement of building in such a rugged and 
exposed environment, and finally to the 
aesthetic values of the structure. It is well 
designed and integrated into a landscape and 
seascape of great natural beauty. 

Clyde Quay Boat Harbour Oriental Bay The Clyde Quay Boat Harbour is one of the 
most significant places in Wellington’s 
recreational and maritime history. There has 
been the same continuous use of this part of 
the harbour, for sailing and recreation, since 
1904. It is regionally important to Wellington 
and nationally to New Zealand for its historic, 
social, aesthetic and technical values. 

Eastbourne Ferry Terminal Lambton Harbour The Eastbourne Ferry Terminal building is a 
unique structure in the Wellington Region. 
Together with the associated wharf, it has 
strong historic values for the part it has played 
in the development and enjoyment of one of 
Wellington’s most popular beaches and 
residential areas at Eastbourne. The building 
has architectural value, and has been little 
altered over time, giving it a high level of 
authenticity. 

Evans Bay Seawall Evans Bay The structure has historic and technical 
values, and is an important component of the 
harbour-edge landscape which is such a 
distinctive feature of Wellington. 
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Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures 

 
Name Location Summary of Significant Values 

Karori Rock Lighthouse Tongue Point Karori Rock Lighthouse is significant as a 
milestone in the development of automated 
off-shore lighthouses in New Zealand. It has 
an important historic connection with the 
sinking of the SS Penguin, the event that 
prompted the installation of the light. The 
structure has technological value for the 
difficult construction challenge, and some 
aesthetic value as a landmark. 

Mana Esplanade Machine Gun 
Posts 

Plimmerton Beach The Mana Esplanade Pillboxes have historic 
value for their association with the major 
coastal defence works of the early 1940s. The 
pillboxes have some aesthetic value as a 
rugged functional structure, and are very rare 
structures of their type within the region. 

Oriental Bay Seawall Oriental Bay The Oriental Bay seawall is an important and 
historically significant structure, for the role it 
has played in the development and enjoyment 
of Oriental Bay. The wall is a prominent 
physical feature that contributes to the 
character and amenity of the area. 

Patent Slip Evans Bay The Evans Bay Patent Slip was a significant 
political achievement for the time, and also a 
major engineering achievement, nationally 
and internationally. The seven cogwheel 
winch, rated for a pull of 2,000 tons, was the 
largest Kennards ever produced; the 
underwater construction was the first such 
large scale work in New Zealand. The slip 
helped build Wellington’s maritime economy 
over the long period of its operation. 

Pukerua Bay Machine Gun 
Posts 

Pukerua Bay The two pillboxes, in conjunction with other 
coastal defence remnants in the local area, 
have high historic significance because they 
commemorate a significant and tumultuous 
period in New Zealand’s history. 

Seatoun Boathouse Seatoun The main heritage values associated with the 
Seatoun Boathouse are historic and social 
values, it having been the base for sailing and 
boating activities for local people for well over 
100 years. While its architectural values are 
low, it nevertheless fulfils its functional 
requirements well, in an aggressive maritime 
environment. It has maintained a high level of 
usefulness and integrity to the present day. 
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Schedule E1: Historic heritage structures 

 
Name Location Summary of Significant Values 

Shed 3 Lambton Harbour The heritage values of Shed 3 as it stands 
today are predominantly related to its age and 
history. It is an important part of a wider group 
of buildings surviving from the heyday of the 
working waterfront, particularly in the Queens 
Wharf area. 

Shed 5 Lambton Harbour The heritage values of Shed 5 as it stands 
today are predominantly related to its age and 
history. It is an important part of a wider group 
of buildings surviving from the heyday of the 
working waterfront, particularly in the Queens 
Wharf area. 

Skerrett Boatshed Whiorau/Lowry Bay The Skerrett Boatshed has been a prominent 
landmark in Whiorau/Lowry Bay, Eastbourne, 
for more than 100 years. It is a simple 
Edwardian building, fit for its purpose, and in 
very authentic condition. It is historically 
important for its association with two men who 
were notable figures in law and commerce. 

Tripod and level-luffing cranes Queens Wharf, Lambton 
Harbour 

The two cranes have historic importance as 
the last survivors of the fixed cranes of the 
Wellington waterfront, and, even though no 
longer functional or on their original sites, they 
make an important contribution to the historic 
heritage of Queens Wharf. They both have 
technological value and aesthetic value in 
their design. 

Worser Bay Tank Obstacles Worser Bay The Worser Bay Tank Obstacles are a rare 
and historically interesting remnant of the 
coastal defences put up around the country in 
the early 1940s. They have very high value 
when considered as part of the wider group of 
remaining coastal defence structures in the 
Wellington Region. 
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Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds   

Shown on Map 9  

Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds 

 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Camborne Boatsheds Camborne The boatsheds are a prominent feature in the 
landscape of the Pauatahanui inlet and have 
high townscape values. They have modest 
historic significance. 

Days Bay Wharf Days Bay The Days Bay wharf has strong historic 
values for the role it has played in the 
development and enjoyment of one of 
Wellington’s most popular beaches and 
residential areas, and for its physical 
(especially technical) values. It is an authentic 
timber structure, dating from the late 19th 
century, and is the best recognised landmark 
of the Eastern Bays of the harbour. 

Evans Bay Boatsheds Evans Bay The Evans Bay boatsheds have some historic 
significance for their long existence on the 
western side of Evans Bay, a focus for sailing 
and boating on Wellington Harbour (Port 
Nicholson). They have strong architectural 
and townscape values for their picturesque 
and colourful qualities; they exhibit a truly 
New Zealand do-it-yourself vernacular quality, 
rare in building practice today. 
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Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds 

 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Glasgow Wharf  Lambton Harbour Glasgow Wharf, completed in 1901 with two 
stores and hydraulic cranes, has had a long 
and varied history of use and change. It was 
the main export meat loading wharf for a 
lengthy period. New cranes and a new deck 
were installed in 1929 and in 1964 the stores 
were demolished and a new concrete deck 
laid, along with six railway tracks and electric 
cranes. The last of these cranes (Stothert and 
Pitt) was later put on display on Queens 
Wharf, where it remains today. From 1992, it 
was used by two roll-on, roll-off vessels, and 
since 2003 it has been the home of the 
Bluebridge Ferry Service. Despite the many 
alterations, Glasgow Wharf has been an 
integral part of the shipping and cargo 
handling facilities of Wellington’s working port 
since its construction, and today it retains its 
on-going usefulness. The wharf has high 
technical value as a major wharf structure 
built in heavy timber; it has survived for 
almost 120 years, retaining some integrity in 
its original sub-deck framing and piles. 

Harbour Ferry Wharf  Lambton Harbour Together with the associated Eastbourne 
Ferry Terminal building, Ferry Wharf has 
strong historic values for the part it has played 
in the development and enjoyment of one of 
Wellington’s most popular beaches and 
residential areas at Eastbourne.  

Karaka Bay Wharf Karaka Bay The Karaka Bay Wharf has strong historical 
value for its origins and the early role it played 
in the commuter ferry service to the city. 
Today its townscape value is very high, its 
picturesque qualities on a rocky shoreline, 
close to houses and cliffs, being unmatched 
elsewhere in the harbour. Social values are 
also very high. 
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Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds 

 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Miramar Wharf Evans Bay The Miramar Wharf is significant for its 
association with early ferry services to 
Miramar and with the Miramar Gasworks, 
which operated for much of the early 20th 
century. It is also associated with the 
development of the suburb, and with other 
industry and commerce. While the structure is 
technically interesting, and is well known 
because of its location, it has modest visual 
qualities. 

Onepoto Boatsheds Onepoto The Onepoto boatsheds have some historic 
significance for their long (70+ years) 
existence on the foreshore of Te Awarua-o-
Porirua Harbour, and they are well known in 
the community. They have strong 
architectural and townscape values for their 
picturesque qualities and their ingenious, 
home-grown designs. The sheds exhibit a 
truly New Zealand do-it-yourself quality, rare 
in building practice today. 

Paremata Boatsheds & 
Clubhouse 

Ivey Bay The boatsheds and clubhouse comprise a 
historically important assemblage of buildings 
at Paremata. They are a prominent visual 
feature in the landscape around the inlet, and 
help to illustrate the growth and development 
of the area over time. 

Patent Slip Wharf Evans Bay The Evans Bay Patent Slip was a significant 
political achievement for the time, and also a 
major engineering achievement, nationally 
and internationally. The seven cogwheel 
winch, rated for a pull of 2,000 tons, was the 
largest Kennards ever produced; the 
underwater construction was the first such 
large scale work in New Zealand. The slip 
helped build Wellington’s maritime economy 
over the long period of its operation. 

Petone Wharf Petone The Petone Wharf has very high 
townscape/landscape values. It has strong 
historical value for its original purpose and 
long period of continuous use. It has 
significant social values as a highly 
recognised structure on the Petone foreshore 
and for the heavy recreational use it receives.  
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Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds 

 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Point Howard Wharf Seaview The Point Howard Wharf has strong historical 
value for its origins in construction and use in 
servicing the oil industry. It is important 
technically as an intact example of heavy 
timber wharf construction from the 1930s, and 
its has visual qualities for its form and detail. 
Social values are modest. 

Queens Wharf Lambton Harbour Queens Wharf is one of the oldest structures 
in Wellington, and is a place of high heritage 
value both locally and in a national context. It 
is particularly important for its long history at 
the centre of waterfront development and 
activity, and by extension, the growth and 
development of the city. It has technological 
significance for its early use of heavy timber in 
its construction. The area is a prominent 
landmark on the waterfront, surrounded by 
important and interesting old buildings that 
relate directly to the wharf and its use. 

Railway (Interisland) Wharf Lambton Harbour Railway Wharf is a structure of some historic 
significance, as the second deep-water wharf 
built in Wellington, and with a long and varied 
history as trading ship berthage, a coal wharf 
and later as an inter-island ferry terminal. It is 
an important element in the group of working 
wharves in the inner harbour. Railway Wharf 
is a structure of considerable heritage 
significance, being only the second deep-
water wharf built in Wellington and the second 
oldest remaining in Lambton Harbour (1880). 
It has had a long and varied history, being a 
trading ship berthage, a coal wharf and later 
an inter-island ferry terminal (until 1975). It 
remains in active use in the ‘working wharves’ 
area of the inner harbour. The wharf has had 
several structures on its deck (since 
removed), several additions and periodic 
repairs but it retains a reasonable level of 
integrity and technological interest, 
particularly in its foundations and structure. 

Rona Bay Wharf Rona Bay The Rona Bay Wharf is a place of historical 
and cultural heritage significance. This timber 
wharf played a role in the early 20th century 
development of Eastbourne with its ferry 
service that ran up until the end of the 1940s. 
The wharf area has aesthetic appeal and 
continues to be used for recreational 
purposes by the local community. 
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Schedule E2: Historic heritage wharves and boatsheds 

 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Seatoun Wharf Seatoun The Seatoun Wharf has strong historical 
value for its origins and the early role it played 
in the commuter ferry service to the city. A 
prominent feature in a picturesque setting, the 
wharf has high townscape value. Social 
values are also very high. 

Taranaki Street Wharf Lambton Harbour Taranaki Street Wharf is a structure of some 
significance to Wellington, having been used 
continuously for wharfage since its 
construction in 1906. Although altered and 
incorporated into larger landscaping changes 
in more recent times, it retains much of its 
original fabric, various parts of which are on 
public display. It is today one of the most 
visited of Wellington’s wharves due to its 
central position in the most popular area of 
the waterfront. 

Waterloo Quay Wharf Lambton Harbour Waterloo Quay Wharf is a structure of some 
antiquity and historic significance, based 
mainly on its 19th and early 20th century uses. 
Waterloo Quay Wharf is significant as a 
maritime structure of some age (1883) with a 
history incorporating several changes of use. 
It was first built for the movement of wool, a 
hugely important element in the port’s (and 
Wellington’s) prosperity. It also has 
significance for its time as a terminal for the 
inter-island steamers. More latterly it has had 
a variety of commercial uses. It retains 
moderate integrity, mostly in its foundations 
and structure, as there have been 
considerable changes to the deck, including 
the buildings built upon it. 
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Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Shown on Map 12 

Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Belmont viaduct abutments Paparangi, Wellington The Belmont viaduct was a significant feat of 
railway engineering, which at the time was 
unparalleled in New Zealand. Design and 
construction of the viaduct was undertaken by 
some of the foremost international experts in 
timber construction, and was at the time one 
of the largest timber structures anywhere in 
the world. The original structure required an 
enormous quantity of timber, and 
considerable manual labour to transport and 
erect. The viaduct was critical in the extension 
of the Wellington-Manawatu railway line north 
of Johnsonville and would eventually form 
part of the North Island Main Trunk railway 
line for 29 years until the construction of the 
Tawa Flat deviation in 1937. 

Birchville Dam  Clarkes Stream, Bridge 
Road, Birchville 

The Birchville Dam has historic significance 
for its role in supplying water to the growing 
city of Upper Hutt, and aesthetic and technical 
values that derive from its design, form and 
natural bush setting. The disconnected 
remains of the water supply pipeline in the 
stream valley and bed below provide a 
tangible reminder of the use of the dam in the 
supply of water.  

Chert source Pahaoa Pahaoa river mouth As an in situ source of chert, exhibiting 
evidence of quarrying, this site is potentially 
significant archaeologically for what it can 
contribute to an understanding of how raw 
materials were procured in prehistory. It also 
forms part of a significant archaeological 
landscape around the mouth of the Pahaoa 
river mouth which includes pā, pits, terracing, 
middens and modified horticultural soils. 

Kaitoke Waterworks Weir Te Awa Kairangi/Hutt River 
(Upper Catchment) 

The Kaitoke WaterwWorks is an important 
water provision scheme that has been 
operating and supplying potable water to the 
Wellington Region for over 50 years. It was 
technically difficult to build, and it merges 
unobtrusively into the river in its natural bush 
setting. The weir is relatively modern by 
archaeological standards, but can 
complement the archival record as a source 
of information on mid-20th century water 
supply structures. 
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Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Kaiwharawhara Stream 
Diversion Tunnel  

Kaiwharawhara The Kaiwharawhara Stream diversion tunnel 
has significant historic value. Its 
archaeological significance is largely due to 
its connection with WW II. It is a purpose-built 
air raid shelter that has had a useful role since 
then as a tunnel diverting the Kaiwharawhara 
Stream. Its construction freed up adjoining 
land for industrial development and roading 
purposes, and helped in flood control. 

Karori gold mining sites Wellington The submerged gold mining remains 
associated with the Morning Star and Bakers 
Hill mines in the Karori valley are important 
sites of the early mining industry in the 
Wellington Region. They are also a unique 
archaeological resource on account of them 
being submerged within a few years of the 
establishment of the field. There is good 
potential for the preservation of organic 
materials in the anaerobic conditions present 
in the bed of the reservoir. 

Kokotau Bridge  Kokotau Road, Ponatahi The Kokotau Bridge has historic value and is 
a very good example of a concrete pier and 
girder bridge. It is in sound condition for its 
age, a tribute to its good design and 
construction. The aesthetic value of the bridge 
is high. 

Korokoro Dam Korokoro Stream, Belmont 
Regional Park, Petone 

The Korokoro Dam is important as the first 
mass concrete gravity dam in New Zealand, 
giving it high historic and technological 
values. In addition, it is well integrated into a 
beautiful bush setting, with its spillway acting 
as an almost natural waterfall, so that the 
structure has strong aesthetic values. 

Kourarau Hydroelecrtric Power 
Scheme (including dams at 
Upper and Lower Reservoir, 
Surge Towers #1 and #2, 
Powerhouses A and B) 

Kourarau The Kourarau Hydroelectric Power Scheme 
has historic importance as the first publicly 
owned power scheme in the Wellington 
Region, and for its association with prominent 
land owners in the area including Sir Walter 
Buchanan. The scheme is technically 
interesting for its inventive use of the terrain, 
and the two reservoirs and surge towers are 
prominent features in the wider Wairarapa 
landscape. The scheme is an important part 
of engineering heritage in New Zealand. 
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Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Ladle Bend Bridge  Western approach to the 
Riemutaka Incline, 
Riemutaka Rail Trail 

The Ladle Bend Bridge has very strong 
regional and national historical value in that it 
was part of the first rail link between 
Wellington and the Wairarapa. It has high 
value for its formal design qualities and is an 
unusual design because of the materials 
used. It is a very early structure not just for rail 
in Wellington, but also nationally. It is a rare 
rail bridge, for its age and design. 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself 
are reasonably high. Discarded artefacts such 
as metal items as well as other material such 
as bottle glass are likely to be buried in the 
streambed gravels and can provide 
information about various aspects of the use 
of the railway over time.  

Lake Onoke South Wairarapa  Lake Onoke and the sites around its 
foreshore have high historical, archaeological 
and traditional significance. The events that 
took place there in the seventeenth century, 
and later in the nineteenth century, are 
important for their potential to improve 
understanding of present day boundaries 
between Wairarapa iwi, and for appreciating 
the impact of modern day flood protection 
measures on traditional food gathering 
practices. 

Lansdowne dam Masterton The water supply dam at Lansdowne is a 
good example of a gravity earth dam, built by 
private enterprise and made available as a 
public resource. It was important for the 
separate supply of water to the Lansdowne 
area which remained separate from the 
Borough supply until well into the 20th century. 
Late nineteenth century earth dams are now 
rare in the Wellington Region. 

Lower Karori Dam  Zealandia, Karori  The Lower Karori Dam, including the valve 
tower and boatshed, has very great historic 
importance as one of Wellington’s oldest 
surviving civil engineering structures, vital to 
the life and growth of Wellington city. It was a 
major engineering achievement, utilising the 
best earth building technology of the time, and 
was so successful that it remains functional 
and in authentic condition to the present day, 
nearly 140 years after it was built. It is an 
early example of a municipal water supply 
dam and a valuable source of information 
pertaining to late nineteenth century dam 
construction and municipal water supply. 
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Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Morton Dam  Wainuiomata River, 
Reservoir Road, 
Wainuiomata 

The Morton Dam is significant in an 
engineering sense for being a rare example of 
a buttress dam (there may be just one other 
example in New Zealand). It is a visually 
interesting structure, well integrated into a 
valley of some natural beauty. It has historic 
importance for the role it played, over 77 
years, in ensuring a high quality water supply 
to Wellington. 

Ngatiawa Bridge  Mangaone South Road, 
Reikorangi 

The Ngatiawa Bridge is an important example 
of the Howe truss type and has strong local 
historical value. It has high value for its design 
qualities. It is a rare timber truss bridge and 
has the longest span of any known timber 
truss road bridge in New Zealand. The 
aesthetic value of the bridge is extremely 
high. 

Orongorongo Water Supply 
Complex (including tunnels #1 
and 2, Telephone Creek Intake, 
river weir and intake, Big Huia 
Creek Intake and Little Huia 
Creek Intake) 

Reservoir Road, 
Wainuiomata 

The Orongorongo water supply complex is a 
very significant engineering achievement of 
the 1920s, giving Wellington an assured and 
high quality water supply, one that still 
operates today. William Morton, engineer and 
Robert Semple, contractor and later politician, 
are two famous names commemorated by 
this complex. The original fabric remaining on 
site can complement the archival record as a 
source of information on large scale municipal 
water supply engineering in the early 20th 
century. In addition the area around the 
caretaker’s residence may contain 
archaeological deposits, such as rubbish pits, 
which may provide insight into the daily life of 
the men who worked on the construction and 
maintenance of the water supply complex. 

Pakuratahi Bridge  Western approach to the 
Riemutaka Incline, 
Riemutaka Rail Trail 

The Pakuratahi Bridge has high historic 
values and is a good example of the 
engineering excellence of the Public Works 
Department and the Howe truss bridge type. It 
has high value for its design qualities and has 
a very high level of authenticity. The aesthetic 
value of the bridge is extremely high. 

Parawhaiti Stream Bridge Masterton Stronvar Road, 
Omahi 

The Parawhaiti Stream Bridge has historic 
value and is a very good example of a 
concrete arch bridge with distinguishing 
features,the squinch arch design and the solid 
spandrels with the filled void behind. The 
aesthetic value of the bridge is high. 
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Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Petone Woolen Mills Weir Korokoro Stream, Belmont 
Regional Park, Petone 

The weir at Korokoro is one of the few 
tangible reminders that survive of the Petone 
Woollen Mills, one of Petone’s great industrial 
complexes and the lifeblood of the community 
through much of the 20th century. It is a well-
engineered, functional and unobtrusive man-
made feature in a natural landscape of some 
beauty. 

Porirua Hospital Water 
Reservoir Dams (1893 and 
1912) 

Colonial Knob Scenic 
Reserve, Porirua 

The two dams have high historic values for 
their long association with Porirua Hospital. 
The 1893 dam still retains a body of water 
and has high technical value, and rarity as 
one of the few surviving old earth dams in the 
Wellington Region and an example of a 
nineteenth century water supply dam. 

Ruakokoputuna Bridge Haurangi Road, Ahunui The Ruakokoputuna Bridge has historic value 
and is very little altered from its original form 
and detail. Although modest in scale, it is an 
intelligent engineering design, an excellent 
example of a concrete arch bridge. The 
aesthetic value of the bridge is high. 

Tauweru Bridge  Masterton Castlepoint Road, 
Tauweru 

The Tauweru Bridge has historic value and is 
a very good example of a concrete pier and 
girder bridge that has very little altered from 
its original form and detail. The aesthetic 
value of the bridge is high. 

Te Moutere, Piritaha Lake Waitawa Te Moutere and the other artificial island pā of 
Lakes Horowhenua and Papaitonga as well 
as the lake beds around them are likely to be 
of outstanding archaeological significance. 
While there has been considerable 
modification in the past, any remaining 
archaeological evidence associated with the 
construction of the island and its defence will 
be important for understanding an aspect of 
local Māori culture which had been 
discontinued by the time of European arrival 
and is unique to this part of New Zealand. The 
lake and the sites of past occupation around it 
are considered sacred to Ngāti Raukawa. 

The Swingbridge  Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Masterton 

The Swingbridge has historic value for its 
origins in the flood control works of the 
1930s.It is a very good example of a 
suspension bridge, and is unaltered from the 
original. It has high aesthetic values. 
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Schedule E5: Historic heritage freshwater sites 

Name Location Summary of Significant values 

Upper Karori Dam Zealandia, Karori  The Upper Karori Dam has strong historic 
value for its water supply role to the capital 
city for over 80 years. It has aesthetic value 
for its form, materials and beautiful bush 
setting, and high technical values for its 
design and construction. 

Waihenga Bridge  SH53, Martinborough The Waihenga Bridge has historic value and 
is a very good example of a concrete pier and 
girder bridge. It is in very sound condition for 
its age, a tribute to its good design and 
construction. The aesthetic value of the bridge 
is high.  

Waikēkeno Stream South Wairarapa coast Waikēkeno has high historic, archaeological 
and traditional significance. The area is 
important historically as the location of a 
significant conflict in prehistory which had 
repercussions for much of the wider 
Wairarapa area. Events that transpired there 
involved significant figures from whom a 
number of mana whenua groups in the 
Wairarapa trace their descent. The 
archaeological features at Waikekeno are 
significant for their excellent preservation and 
potential to contribute information about Māori 
garden systems generally, as well as 
adaptation to climate change and marginal 
growing conditions. 

Wainuiomata Waterworks Dam Wainuiomata River, 
Reservoir Road, 
Wainuiomata 

This dam has high historic significance as the 
first major water supply project outside the 
city. Although not in use for a long period, 
being superseded by the Morton Dam in 
1911, it was the forerunner of a number of 
schemes that have kept the capital city 
supported with a reliable and high quality 
water supply. The dam has technical interest 
for its earth and concrete construction, and for 
its early date. Over 130 years old, the dam 
itself is a rare example of a nineteenth century 
water supply dam, and one of the oldest 
surviving dams in New Zealand. 

Water drop tower shaft Riemutaka incline The water drop shaft on the Siberia Bend is 
historically significant as a remnant of the 
Riemutaka incline railway which embodies the 
engineering challenges that were 
encountered when extending the railway from 
Wellington to the Wairarapa across steep and 
difficult terrain in 1876. It also marks the 
scene of the September 1880 derailment 
which caused the deaths of four passengers. 
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