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'MINIMISE' APPEALS - VARIOUS TOPICS – SUPPLEMENTARY GWRC SUMMARY 

STATEMENT  

1 This supplementary statement relates to dozens of related appeals seeking clarification 

and/or replacement of the word 'minimise' in specific clauses.  Also, broader appeals for all 

references to 'minimise' by WIAL and Rangitāne across the whole plan (WIAL) and all the 

objectives and policies (Rangitāne). 

2 In mediation held on Topics 2 and 11, the parties considered the appropriateness of a 

definition of ‘minimise’ to resolve relevant appeals on 'minimise'.  A definition was 

proposed by WIAL and NZTA and it was agreed GWRC would consider that definition and 

how it may work across the numerous provisions where it is used.   A definition of 

'minimise' was then subsequently proposed by GWRC during Topic 11 discussions as 

follows “Minimise: reducing to the smallest amount reasonably practicable”. No other 

definition was sought and parties at that mediation indicated support for use of the term 

'minimise' and this definition in the right context. 

3 The Council then undertook to do further work to identify which provisions of the Proposed 

Plan contain ‘minimise’, which of those would fit with the above definition, which would 

not, and which of the 'minimise' provisions are subject to appeals and by who. The parties 

requested that work should identify which provisions are coastal provisions, consider the 

context, and confirm whether that context is subject to other appeal points, with a view to 

providing a recommendation for how to approach all related appeals on ‘minimise’ in a 

coordinated manner with all parties involved in one or more appeal points on 'minimise'.   

4 The Council committed to provide this information to all parties with a proposed way to 

resolve the 'minimise' issue within all affected provisions.  

Proposed approach to mediation on 'minimise' appeals 

5 The table in Appendix A to this statement sets out the information requested by parties as 

set out above. There are a substantial number of appeals on this matter so there is a 

significant driver for all parties to focus on the matters of prime concern, rather than 

debating all references to 'minimise'. 

6 The Council has set out its position in the table for each 'minimise' appeal. There are some 

that the Council is open to amending and others that it holds firm on the use of 'minimise' in 

the provision.  For example, in relation to the biodiversity effects hierarchy and the 

management of discharges.  The reasons for the various Council positions are set out in the 

table.  Some of these topics are yet to be scheduled for mediation so some discussions may 

be more appropriate to defer until the wider appeals are considered.  But for others, where 

there are no other related appeals, then it would be most efficient if they were either 

resolved, or referred to a Court hearing as part of this mediation topic. 
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7 On this basis, parties should review the Councils supplementary statement carefully and 

determine where they can “live with” the Council’s position in terms of 'minimise' or not. 

Issues for discussion 

8 Do parties accept the proposed definition for 'minimise', as per Appendix A?  If any party 

has a concern with this definition, Council requests that this, and the reasons for it are pre-

circulated before the mediation. 

9 Council also requests that parties pre-circulate a list of provisions where they cannot “live 

with” the Council position as indicated in the table in Appendix A and where this is the 

case, explain: 

9.1 Does the concern relate to 'minimise' only? 

9.2 Does the concern relate to a broader appeal points on the related context/whole 

provision? 

9.3 If mediation hasn’t commenced on the related context Topic, would you prefer to 

address the concern now or later? 

9.4 If mediation has already commenced on the Topic, do you anticipate mediation 

can resolve the appeal given the Council’s stated position, or should we set it 

down for a Court Hearing? 

10 This will allow for issues to be considered by all parties prior to the two days of mediation 

set down for this topic and to allow issues to be grouped for discussion. 

  



  
 

3 

Supplementary statement on minimise - final(6414942.1).docx 

APPENDIX A – Minimise appeals summary table 


