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Record of the Special Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee held in the Council Chamber, The Regional Council Centre, 142-146 Wakefield Street, Wellington on Tuesday, 30 May 2000 at 9.30am
Matters for Council Decision are shown in bold type and enclosed in a box.

Matters for Information of Council are in italic type.

Present
Councillors Macaskill (Chairperson), Allen, Bonner, Gibson, Laidlaw, Long, McDavitt, McQueen, Shaw, Shields, Thomas, Turver and Werry

Officers Present
Messrs Allard, Annakin, Benham, Cross, Darroch, Maguire, Schollum, Stone, Wright and Dr Bradbury.

Public Business
Procedural Items

P&F 206
Apologies

Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Allen)


That the apology from Councillor Buchanan, be confirmed.

Matters for Consideration

P&F 207
Water Supply Integration Process 

Report 00.362
File:  E/0/5/3/13

Councillor Bonner arrived at 9.40am.

Resolved
(Cr McQueen/Cr Allen)

(1) That the report be received.

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McQueen/Cr Allen)



(2)
That the recommendations contained in the joint report be supported. 



P&F 208
The NZ Biodiversity Strategy and the Wellington Regional Council’s role in its implementation 


Report 00.357
File:  ENV/12/2/1


Mr John Holmes was present for this item.

Moved 

(Cr Gibson/CrTurver)

That the report be received and the contents noted.

Amendment
(Cr McQueen/Cr Shaw)



That this Council expresses its disappointment at the “status quo” option adopted by MAC and continue to press for and work toward adopting the higher level targets implicit in the improved biodiversity goals.


Carried

The motion as amended was then put and carried.

Resolved to Recommend



1.
That the report be received and the contents noted.


2.
That this Council expresses its disappointment at the “status quo” option adopted by MAC and continue to press for and work toward adopting the higher level targets implicit in the improved biodiversity goals. 



P&F 209
Submission on the Bio-What? Report


Messrs Geoff Skene and Tim Porteous were present for this item.


Report 00.361
File:  ENV/12/2/1

It was noted by the meeting that Councillor McQueen would assist officers with some editorial changes.

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Turver/Cr McQueen)




That Council:

(a) Approve the submission on Bio-What?; The Preliminary report of the Ministerial Advisory Committee.

(b) Authorise the Chairperson, Environment Committee and the Divisional Manager, Environment, to approve any minor editorial changes.



P&F 210
Financial Report for the 9 months to 31 March 2000


Report 00.354
File: G/4/1/5


Cost of Democracy unfavourable variance of 0.08 million.


Councillor Bonner asked for information on the costs of  workshops.

Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Thomas)

(1) That the Report be received.

Resolved to Recommend
(Chairperson/Cr Thomas)



(2)
That the revised forecast figures to 30 June 2000 (termed ‘outlook’ within this report) replace the forecast figures prepared as part of the half year review. 



P&F 211
Council owned Property  - Rental Policy 


Report 00.261
File:  CFO/22/61

(Mr Peter O’Brien, Property Consultant was present for this item).

Resolved
(Cr Shields/Cr Werry)

(1)
That the Report be received and the contents noted.

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Shields/Cr Werry)



(2)
That Council that adopt the following rental policy:

(i)
 That the rent for leasing land to a TLA be assessed as:

The current market rent of the land having regard to:

(a)
The correct description of the land as it was prior to the TLA occupation, (this should be a description agreed with the TLA concerned).  This will include a description of the ground cover and condition and the area’s propensity to flood. 

(b) The ability and restrictions to use the land in accordance with the District Plan.

(c) The Regional Council annual cost to maintain the area had it not been leased to the TLA. 

(d) The annual saving enjoyed by the Regional Council in having the TLA mow the stopbank associated with the land under lease may be assessed and allowed as a deduction from the rent assessed.

(ii)
Where current market rent is to be assessed, care needs to be taken to ensure that the rent is assessed having regard to the condition of the land as it was at the date of first entry by the licensee or lessee.

(iii)
Encroachment licences and other similar small licences issued where the current market rent will be less than $160.00 per annum will attract a minimum annual licence fee subject to:

(a)
In all cases the current market rent be assessed to ensure that it does not exceed the minimum annual charge level.  The higher of the two should be adopted.

(b)
The minimum annual charge be set at $160.00 plus GST per annum (except as varied as per ( c) and (e) below).

(c)
The minimum annual charge being inflation adjusted on an annual basis in line with CPI movement.

(d)
The annual cost recovery charge should reflect the actual time and cost incurred where the minimum annual charge is inadequate.

(e)
Where the Council derives a quantifiable benefit from a licensee’s occupation a reduction to the minimum annual charge may be recommended. 

(iv)
Overall, where the Council land is:

(a) 
Commercial Land (with obvious open market value and demand) the land must attract a current market rent set by open market criteria. 

(b)
Non-Commercial Land (with no obvious market value or demand), a commercial user must pay a current market rent set by open market criteria.

(c)
Non-Commercial Land (with no obvious market value or demand), a non-commercial user (club, charitable organisation or TLA) may have the rent or licence fee influenced by the lessee or licensee ability to pay but will meet the cost to establish incurred by the Regional Council as a minimum.

(v)
The Regional Council annual cost to maintain the area, had it not been leased, may be recommended to be assessed and allowed as a deduction from the rent assessed.  Approval will be at the discretion of the Council.

(vi)
If the Council is to grant a subsidy to any lessee or licensee, this will be done as a separate action to the setting of the appropriate market rent.  The rent and the subsidy should not be blended into one. 



Morning Tea:
10.55am

Resumption:
11.05am

P&F 212
Composition of Board of Directors – Port Investments Ltd 


Report 00.344
File:  CFO/9/1/1


Councillor Gibson said he had not yet been provided with advice as to what other territorial authorities in the Region pay their Councillors who are Directors of local Councils LATES.  The Chairman said officers will provide the information.

Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Allen)

(1)
That the Report be received and the contents noted.

Resolved to Recommend
(Chairperson /Cr Allen)




That Council:

(a) Rescind its decision of 18 May 1999 in relation to the appointment a new Director to the Board of Port Investments Ltd and agree that the current Board should continue.


(b) Note that the directorships of all 100% owned Council companies will be reviewed by the Council at an early opportunity after the 2001 local body election.



P&F 213
Stadium Trust: Quarterly Report to 31 March 2000 


Report 00.351
File:  CFO/27/12/2


Business Plan

Mr Schollum, Chief Financial Officer, said that Mr Gray, Chief Executive Wellington Regional Stadium Trust would brief Councillors at a workshop on the contents of the draft Business Plan after the Plan had been finalised.  This would take place before 4 July, the date of  the next ordinary meeting of Council.  Following the 4 July Council meeting Mr Schollum said he would report the comments of Council back to the Stadium Trust.

Resolved
(Chairman/Cr Gibson)


That the Report be received and the contents noted.

P&F 214
Revised 2000 Valuation Equalisation 


Report 00.335
File:  G/6/1/1

Resolved
(Chairman/Cr Shields)



That the Report be received and the information noted.

P&F215
Utility Services Meeting Held on 16 May 2000 


Approval in Principle for Capital Works Expenditure Tenders


Report 00.356
File E/6/17/2


Report 00.291
File: B/20/13/1


It was agreed by the meeting that the following recommendations lie on the table until the General Manager reports on the issues raised.



That the Policy and Finance Committee:

(a) Approve a policy of allowing tenders to be called for capital works with appropriate information in contract documents before the Annual Plan has been approved by the Council for any particular year.

(b) Approve the policy application to individual projects, which must be submitted to the Committee for approval to call such tenders.

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McQueen/Cr Turner)




That the calling of tenders, before 1 July 2000, for the second stage of refurbishing the OK main between Thorndon and Karori be approved.



P&F 216
Exclusion of the Public
Report 00.353





That the public be excluded from the following part of the proceedings of this meeting namely:


Wellington Regional Stadium Trust Board Review




The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reasons for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 







General subject of each matter to be considered:
Reason for passing this resolution in relation to each
Ground under section 48(1) for the passing of this resolution







Wellington Regional Stadium Trust Board Review


To protect the privacy of natural persons, including that of deceased natural persons.
That public conduct of this item would be likely to result in the disclosure of information for which good reason for withholding would exist.





This resolution is made in reliance on section 48(1) (a) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by section 6 or section 7 of that Act of section 6 or section 7 or section 9 of the Official Information Act 1982, as the case may require, which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting in public are as follows:

Wellington Regional Council



The open part of the meeting closed at 11.40am

Cr S A MACASKILL

Chairperson

Date:




