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Dear Sir/Madam

Form 5: Submission on the Proposed Natural Resource Plan for the Wellington Region
This is a submission on the Proposed Natural Resources Plan for the Wellington Region
pursuant to Clause 6 of Schedule 1, Resource Management Act 1991

NAME OF SUBMITTER: Chorus New Zealand Limited (Chorus)

ADDRESS FOR SERVICE: Level 10
State Insurance Tower
1 Willis Street
PO Box 632
WELLINGTON 6140

Attention: Mary Barton
Ph: 04 896 4168
Email: Mary.Barton@chorus.co.nz

Chorus New Zealand Limited (Chorus) welcomes the opportunity to make a submission on
the Proposed Natural Resources Plan (PNRP). There are a number of matters that in the
view of Chorus require amendment. prior to the PNRP being made operative. Equally there
are a number of proposed provisions that Chorus supports. These are detailed in the table
attached to this submission.

Background to Chorus

Chorus ‘demerged’ from Spark New Zealand Trading Limited {formery Telecom) as a
separate company at midnight on 30 November 2011. As part of its business activities,
Chorus maintains and builds a network made up of local telephone exchanges, radio
communications infrastructure, cabinets and copper and fibre cables. Chorus’
telecommunication and radiocommunication facilities and networks are essential services
due to the critical role they play in society, both in terms of allowing people and
communities to provide for their “welfbeing”, and also for assisting to ensure their “health
and safety”. Chorus’ fixed line network connects homes and businesses through an
extensive network made up of fibre optic and copper cable. The Ultra Fast Broadband
{UFB) and Rural Broadband Initiative (RBI) projects currently underway requires additional
fibre cable (both underground and overhead on existing support structures). This network
is also supported by a number of radio communication sites ranging from small repeater
sites to large microwave stations.



Chorus works with many different retail service providers to give access to the netwark
and develop innovative new products and services. Chorus helps these providers connect
their customers to the world.

In addition to supporting customers to deliver fixed line services; Chorus’ fibre network
also underpins an extensive mobile phone network, which provides a wide range of mobile
services to residents and visitors nationally. In order to satisfy customer demands, Chorus
is constantly altering and developing both the fixed line and mobile network support
infrastructure to ensure services meet the needs of customers and the local community.

Reliance on telecommunications has never been so high and this will continue to grow as
an ever expanding range of applications are developed that require access to an ultra fast
broadband network. There is also a critical need for the provision of resilient
telecommunications networks during emergencies as has been highlighted in the case of
the Canterbury earthquakes. Functioning communications networks that support
emergency services during such events are crucial, and can be the difference between life
and death in some circumstances.

Electronic Communication

Chorus are happy to receive information about the Proposed Natural Resource Plan via
email. Can all email communication please be emailed to Mary.Barton@chorus.co.nz and
a copy sent to tom@®@incite.co.nz

Trade Competition
Chorus could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.
Submission on the Proposed Plan Provisions

Chorus’ submissions on the Proposed Natural Resources Plan are set out in the attached
table. In relation to the matters raised, Chorus seeks further, consequential or alternative
relief as may be necessary, desirable, or appropriate to give effect to the decision sought.

Attendance and Wish to be heard at Hearings

Chorus wishes to speak to our submission at relevant hearings and would be willing to
discuss these further with Greater Wellington staff prior to the hearings themselves. If
there are any issues of clarification required please contact Tom Anderson of Incite on 04
801 6862 or tom@incite.co.nz.

Yours sincerely

S
Comoa
f r‘":;,{,‘ ‘J
e L l A
oy

X
\ .

Gretchen Joe
Head of Property Operations
Chorus New Zealand Limited

25 September 2015
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