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2.1

INTRODUCTION

Powerco Limited {Powerco) is New Zealand’s second largest gas and electricity
distribution company and has experience with energy distribution in New Zealand
spanning more than a century. The Powerco network spreads across the upper and
lower central North Island servicing over 400,000 consumers, which represents 46% of
the gas connections and 16% of the electricity connections in New Zealand.

Powerco’s electricity networks are in Tauranga, Thames, Coromandel, Eastern and
Southern Waikato, Taranaki, Wanganui, Rangitikei, Manawatu and the Wairarapa. Its
gas pipeline networks are in Taranaki, Hutt Valley, Porirua, Wellington, Horowhenua,
Manawatu and the Hawkes Bay. Consumers are served through Powerco assets
including over 27,000 kilometres of electricity lines {including overhead lines and
underground cables) and 5,800 kilometres of gas pipelines.

Powerco’s gas and electricity networks are recognised in the Wellington Regional Policy
Statement (RPS) as regionally significant infrastructure. It is, therefore, appropriate that
their management is comprehensively addressed in the Proposed Natural Resources
Plan for the Wellington Region (the Proposed Plan).

Powerco supports the incorporation of all the existing regional plans into one document
and seeks to ensure that the document enables ongoing operation, maintenance and
upgrading of its gas and electricity assets without any unnecessary constraints. Of
particular relevance to this matter, this requires:

e Provision for the ongoing maintenance and upgrading of existing gas and
electricity assets;

e Provision for establishment of new network infrastructure when and where
required, having regard to (inter alia) the extent to which any adverse effects
have been avoided, remedied or mitigated by route, site and method selection;
and

e Protection of gas and electricity distribution network infrastructure from
activities and development within close proximity.

These matters are discussed in more detail as follows.

The map in attachment A shows the extent of Powerco’s assets throughout the Greater
Wellington Region.

THE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF THE PROPOSED PLAN THAT POWERCO'S SUBMISSION
RELATES TO ARE SUMMARISED AS FOLLOWS:

This submission relates specifically to the following provisions of the Proposed Plan:

e Chapter 3: Objectives 12, 13, 20, 22,40, 41,43, 44, 46, 47, 51, 53, 54
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2.3

¢ Chapter 4: Policies 4, 5, 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 25, 27, 28, 45,48, 58, 67, 73, 90, 97, 98,
102, 103, 126, 132, 138, 139,145

e Chapter5:Rules 12, 21, 26, 34,42, 99, 112, 114, 115, 118, 130, 140, 146, 147, 148,
168, 196, 172,182.

¢ Definitions: Good Management Practice, Regionally Significant Infrastructure,
Contaminated Land, Bore, Dewatering, Earthworks.

The rationale for Powerco’s submission on each of these matters, the specific provision
submitted on and the relief sought is set out in the attached schedule. Amendments to
the proposed provisions are shown as deletions in strikethrough and additions in
underline,

Powerco also seeks the following general relief:

That in giving effect to the general and specific relief set out in the attached Schedules
ensure that the provisions of the Proposed Natural Resources Plan of the Greater
Wellington Regional Council raised by this submission

(a) Address the relevant provisions in sections 5-8 RMA;

(b) Implement the statutory tests in section 32 and the requirements in the First
Schedule RMA;

(¢} Address relevant statutory functions of the consent authority and the related
statutory requirements for the Proposed Natural Resources Plan;

(d) Address the considerations identified by the Environment Court for planning
instruments in decisions such as Long Bay-Okura Great Park Society Inc v North
Shore City Council (and subsequent case law);

{e) Ensure there is no duplication of the provisions or double jeopardy with more
than one rule being required for the same activity;

{f) Adopt any other such relief, including additions, deletions or consequential
amendments necessary as a result of the matters raised in these submissions, as
necessary to give effect to this submission; and

{g) Avoid, remedy or mitigate the relevant and identified environmental effects.
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POWERCO WISHES TO BE HEARD IN SUPPORT OF THIS SUBMISSION

IF OTHERS MAKE A SIMILAR SUBMISSION, POWERCCG WOULD BE PREPARED TO
CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT ANY HEARING,

POWERCO COULD NOT GAIN AN ADVANTAGE IN TRADE COMPETITION THRGUGH

THIS SUBMISSION.

POWERCO ARE DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY AN EFFECT OF THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE

SUBMISSION THAT-

(A} ADVERSELY AFFECTS THE ENVIRONMENT; AND

{B) DOES NOT RELATE TO TRADE COMPETITION OR THE EFFECTS OF TRADE

COMPETITION.

Dated at TAKAPUNA this 25" day of September 2015
Signature of person authorised to sign on behalf of Powerco

Maree Drury
Principal Planner

Address for Service:

{as per cover sheet)

BURTON PLANNING CONSULTANTS LIMITED
PO Box 33-817

Takapuna, 0740

Auckland

Attention: Maree Drury

Phone: {09) 917-4315

Fax: (09) 917-4311
E-Mail; mdrury@burtonconsultants.co.nz
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