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Schedule 4 Requirements

Schedule 4 of the RMA sets out the information required in an application for a resource consent. All
relevant matters required to be included have been addressed in the assessments and descriptions
in this AEE. The following table provides a summary of the information required in Schedule 4 and a
quick reference to its location in this report.

Schedule 4 Item Location within report

A description of the activity Section 3

A description of the site at which the activity is to occur Section 2

The full name and address of each owner or occupier of the site Section 1.3 and Table 1.1

A description of any other activities that are part of the proposal to
which the application relates

N/A

A description of any other resource consents required for the
proposal to which the application relates

N/A

An assessment of the activity against the matters set out in Part 2 Section 6.1.1

An assessment of the activity against any relevant provisions of a
document referred to in section 104(1)(b). This must include:

Section 6.1

· Any relevant objectives, policies, or rules in a document

· Any relevant requirements, conditions, or permissions in any
rules in a document

· Any other relevant requirements in a document (for example, in
a national environmental standard or other regulations)

An assessment of the activity’s effects on the environment that
includes the following information:

Section 5

· If it is likely that the activity will result in any significant adverse
effect on the environment, a description of any possible
alternative locations or methods for undertaking the activity.

· An assessment of the actual or potential effect on the
environment of the activity.

· If the activity includes the use of hazardous installations, an
assessment of any risks to the environment that are likely to
arise from such use.

· If the activity includes the discharge of any contaminant, a
description of—
- The nature of the discharge and the sensitivity of the

receiving environment to adverse effects; and
- Any possible alternative methods of discharge, including

discharge into any other receiving environment.

· A description of the mitigation measures (including safeguards
and contingency plans where relevant) to be undertaken to help
prevent or reduce the actual or potential effect.

· Identification of the persons affected by the activity, any
consultation undertaken, and any response to the views of any
person consulted.

Section 6.4 and Section 7
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Schedule 4 Item Location within report

· If the scale and significance of the activity's effects are such that
monitoring is required, a description of how and by whom the
effects will be monitored if the activity is approved.

An assessment of the activity’s effects on the environment that
addresses the following matters:

Section 5

· Any effect on those in the neighbourhood and, where relevant,
the wider community, including any social, economic, or cultural
effects.

· Any physical effect on the locality, including any landscape and
visual effects.

· Any effect on ecosystems, including effects on plants or animals
and any physical disturbance of habitats in the vicinity.

· Any effect on natural and physical resources having aesthetic,
recreational, scientific, historical, spiritual, or cultural value, or
other special value, for present or future generations.

· Any discharge of contaminants into the environment, including
any unreasonable emission of noise, and options for the
treatment and disposal of contaminants.

· Any risk to the neighbourhood, the wider community, or the
environment through natural hazards or hazardous installations.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview of proposed activity

This Assessment of Effects on the Environment (AEE) report has been prepared on behalf of Greater
Wellington Regional Council Flood Protection Flood Protection Group to support a resource consent
application to authorise the ongoing maintenance of highly modified rivers and streams and natural
rivers/streams across the Kņpiti Coast District and the Wairarapa area for flood protection purposes.
These highly modified rivers and streams and natural rivers/streams are collectively described as
watercourses throughout this report.

The watercourses that are the subject of this report silt up over time, and the adjacent bank edges
and channels become overgrown with weeds and other plants, limiting the hydraulic carrying
capacity and overall flood operability of the network. Ongoing maintenance of watercourses is
required to ensure that they continue to operate effectively for flood conveyance. Over the duration
of this consent, GWRC will seek to reduce the frequency of both mechanical and manual clearance
activities through other means, such as increased riparian management.

This report has been prepared in fulfilment of section 88 of the Resource Management Act 1991
(RMA), and in accordance with Tonkin & Taylor Ltd’s (T+T) letter of engagement dated 21 October
2021.

1.2 Background

GWRC maintains various watercourses throughout the Wellington Region, including a network of
watercourses across the Kņpiti Coast and Wairarapa areas for flood management purposes. These
watercourses convey water drained from inland areas, and in some cases carry intermittent
stormwater flows. The Kņpiti Coast District Council (KCDC) also maintains a network of watercourses
within the KCDC district.

The watercourse schemes were established by the Wairarapa and Manawatu catchment boards
under the Land Drainage Act 1908, and the Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Act 1941. The
purpose of the schemes was to reduce flooding and improve the production of farmland.
Responsibility for the schemes was inherited by GWRC after the Local Government Act 1974, which
disestablished the catchment boards. The schemes were established to enable the efficient
management of watercourses across land largely in private ownership to an appropriate standard.

1.3 Applicant and property details

Table 1.1: Applicant and property details

Applicant Greater Wellington Regional Council

Owner/occupier of application site Various – across the Kņpiti and Wairarapa areas

Site address / map reference Various

Site area Not applicable

Legal description Various

Certificate of Title reference Various

District Council / Plans Yņpiti Coast District Plan, Combined Wairarapa District Plan

Regional Council / Plans Proposed Natural Resources Plan
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Address for service during consent
processing

Tonkin + Taylor, PO Box 2083, Wellington 6140
Attention: Sarah Bevin
Phone: 04 806 4905 / 027 511 4877
Email: sbevin@tonkintaylor.co.nz

Address for service during consent
implementation and invoicing

Greater Wellington Regional Council, 100 Cuba Street, PO Box
11646, Wellington
Attention: Jacky Cox
Phone: 027 255 8636
Email: jacky.cox@gw.govt.nz

We attach copies of the application forms in Appendix A and plans of the application area in
Appendix B.

1.4 Overview of resource consent requirements

Rule 121B of the Proposal Natural Resources Plan (PNRP) provides for the removal of aquatic
vegetation and/or accumulated sediment from the bed of a highly modified river or stream or a
stream used to convey stormwater by a local authority, as a restricted discretionary activity. The
maintenance activities envisaged by this application require resource consent under this rule.

1.5 Consent duration

Resource consent is sought for a duration of 35 years.
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2 Environmental setting

2.1 Site location and description

The watercourses subject to this application cover areas within both the Kņpiti Coast District and
across the Wairarapa. Plans showing the general extent and location of the network of watercourses
maintained by GWRC are provided in Appendix B to this report.

The watercourses cross a variety of areas across the districts, from urban areas to rural farmland.
Often, these watercourses are located on land that is privately owned. Photographs 1-4 below
provide examples of typical highly modified rivers and streams in the Wairarapa.

Photograph 1: Manaia Road Photograph 2: Battersea

Photograph 4: Works undertaken to unblock a culvert
during rain

Photograph 3: Duddings Line
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2.2 Ecology

A comprehensive ecology report has been prepared to support the application and this is provided
in Appendix C to this report. The below information is a summary only and should be read in
conjunction with the full ecology assessment. The assessment discusses and assesses both
watercourses classified as highly modified rivers and streams and those classed as natural
rivers/streams. The ecology assessment provides a high-level desktop review of the ecological
information available to assign ecological values to the areas subject to this application.

2.2.1 Freshwater ecology

2.2.1.1 Yņpiti Coast

The majority of watercourses subject to the application are located around the ntaki township, both
north and south of the ntaki River, while the Waimeha Stream is located in the Waikanae township.
These watercourses are classed as both highly modified rivers and streams and natural
rivers/streams in the PNRP.

Overall, there is wide variation in the quality of aquatic habitat present in the watercourses subject
to the application. Many of the watercourses have low habitat diversity, limited riparian vegetation
and lack of instream structure. The natural watercourses have higher values mainly due to their
more natural meandering form.

Eight of the watercourses have previously been assessed using rapid habitat assessments, which
noted that the watercourses are degraded, with deposited sediment covering a lot of the stream
bottoms and few hydraulic components (pools, runs). The sites assessed had low levels of bank
failure, with few sites experiencing active erosion on the banks. Vegetation along the banks is
generally limited to grazed exotic pasture, long grasses or shrubs, some tree cover and exotic
forestry. Riparian width was also limited, with the majority of sites having less than 2 m of riparian
margin. Invertebrate habitat and diversity was assessed as low, although fish cover diversity and
abundance was variable across sites, with some areas having woody debris, boulders, and cobbles,
providing habitat.

Freshwater fauna habitat is generally better in the natural rivers/streams than the highly modified
rivers and streams, with a number of natural watercourses identified as significant natural
ecosystems, providing habitat for various species.

Limited information is available on water quality in most of the watercourses subject to this
application. Two sites within the wider application area are State of the Environment (SoE) reporting
sites, which are both located on the Mangapouri Stream, and the results from these sites shows that
water quality there is generally poor. The macroinvertebrate community present in waterways
provide an ecological indicator of water quality and in the watercourses subject to this application,
the macroinvertebrate community scores (MCI) of the Mangapouri Stream indicated a moderate
level of pollution and fair habitat quality.

Eight wetland areas and one potential significant natural wetland were identified within 500 m of
the watercourses subject to this application, with some of the watercourses draining into these
wetland areas. It is also noted that other lower value wetland areas may also be present around the
proposed watercourses.

Fish surveys were undertaken by GWRC in December 2020 and January 2021 and these surveys
detected six species present in five of the watercourses subject to this application. Inanga and
shortfin eels were present at all eight sites subject to the survey and longfin eels at seven of the
surveyed sites. Common bullies, giant bullies and kokopu were present in some watercourses.
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2.2.1.2 Wairarapa

There are approximately 145 km of highly modified watercourse networks in the Wairarapa, in the
lower Ruamņhanga River Catchment. These watercourses are classed as highly modified rivers and
streams in the PNRP. The watercourses are channelised and soft- bottomed with moderate to high
levels of aquatic macrophytes. Throughout the network, the water flows, wetted width, water
velocity and clarity vary, and riparian vegetation is limited. Several watercourses are located on
roadsides within the road reserve, areas which undergo regular maintenance and spraying.

The Onoke Drainage Scheme, one of the watercourses subject to the application, is part of the
network of GWRC monitoring sites (Ref RAN032). The monitoring results from this location generally
show a low Rapid Habitat Assessment score, with fine sediment covering the entire channel. Not
surprisingly, invertebrate habitat abundance and diversity were also low. The riparian vegetation is
also generally grasses, and of narrow width. Fish habitat diversity was also low, with only two habitat
types present. Nonetheless, fish habitat availability was higher, with 60% of the stream containing
suitable fish habitat. The stream also had very low erosion rates.

Water quality is typically poor in the drains, with low oxygen concentrations limiting fish
colonisation. The Onoke Drainage Scheme received an MCI score that indicates probably moderate
pollution and fair water quality. Six significant natural wetlands are located within 500 m of the
watercourses subject to this application. Some of these wetlands are located adjacent to the
watercourses subject to this application and others are located nearby such that they may be
affected by maintenance activities. Three of the wetland sites that may be affected form part of the
Wairarapa Moana. Additional, lower value wetlands may also be present in the wider area.

A review of the New Zealand Freshwater Fish Database and fishing records from 2013 found 13
species of fish and one invertebrate species associated with the Wairarapa watercourses. In general,
the fish community in the Wairarapa is less diverse than that of the Kņpiti Coast. A survey
undertaken in 2013 found that the watercourses support both native and exotic freshwater fauna.
Overall fish diversity was low, and shortfin eels the most common species, found in 80% of the
watercourses. Other native fauna included koura, longfin eel, common bully, upland bully inanga,
banded kokopu and others. A number of sites contained brown mudfish. The exotic fish species
found included brown trout, perch, rudd and goldfish.

2.2.2 Terrestrial ecology

2.2.2.1 Yņpiti Coast

Ground cover in the areas of the highly modified rivers and streams is a mix of exotic grassland, with
some urban areas, parkland and open space, and short rotation cropland.

A number of surveys have been undertaken by the Department of Conservation (DoC) to detect
long-tailed bats in the Kņpiti Coast area, and these surveys did not detect bats within the vicinity of
the watercourses covered by this application. In addition, there are very few records for lizards near
the areas subject to this application, however records show that the copper skink has been recorded
in the area, and other species may be present in the vegetation near the watercourses. These
include the ornate skink, barking gecko, and southern bell frog.

A review of the records of bird sightings found that a number of inland and coastal birds are present
in the area of the watercourses. In particular, the nearby river mouths provide significant and
important coastal habitat for a variety of species. A total of 24 wetland and coastal bird species have
been recorded on or near the watercourses subject to this application. It is noted that terrestrial
birds are unlikely to be affected by the proposed activities and have therefore been excluded from
the assessment.
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2.2.2.2 Wairarapa

Land cover in the Wairarapa is mostly high producing exotic grassland with some areas of short
rotation cropland. A network of culturally significant wetlands and rivers are located west of the
network of highly modified rivers and streams known as the Wairarapa Moana.

Very few surveys of long-tailed bats have been undertaken on the Plains or lowlands. Bats have been
recorded in areas of indigenous forest on the hills, some distance from the sites subject to this
application. The Ruakawa gecko has been recorded at the Battersea Drain Maintenance Scheme.
Other species found nearby that may be present in the application area include the common skink,
spotted skink, barking gecko, ngahere gecko and the copper skink. Southern bell frogs have also
been identified at three locations around the shoreline of Lake Wairarapa. These records include the
Onoke Drainage Scheme, the nearby Te Hopai Drainage Scheme and the Battersea Drain
Maintenance Scheme.

Records show a number of bird species present within and nearby the Wairarapa drainage schemes.
A total of 18 riverine and wetland bird species have been recorded on or near the drainage schemes.
Terrestrial birds including the kingfisher, welcome swallow, swamp harrier, fantail and kereru are
present, although unlikely to be affected by the proposed maintenance activities.

2.2.3 Summary of ecological value

The ecological value of the highly modified rivers and streams has been assessed as low to high in
the ecological assessment. While the macroinvertebrate data is scarce, it does indicate poor water
quality, as shown by the MCI score of 66 (moderate). The stream habitat is modified, and the stream
banks are often actively managed. The high ecological score for some watercourses is driven by the
presence of At-Risk species including mud fish, longfin eel and inanga.

The ecological value of the natural rivers/streams is assessed as moderate to high. Although water
quality and habitat of these watercourses is degraded, it is slightly better than the highly modified
rivers and streams. The MCI values fall within the moderate and high scoring bands. The main reason
the report scores some of the natural watercourses as high value is their significance as inanga
spawning sites and the high diversity of indigenous fish species.

Several receiving environments downstream of the watercourses subject to this application have
been assessed as having high ecological value. The Wairarapa Moana includes several hectares of
wetland and several kilometres of river having very high ecological value.

Generally, the watercourses have limited vegetation due to regular spraying, mowing and
maintenance actions. The ecological value of the riparian vegetation is considered to be low or very
low depending on the specific species present. Vegetation that is not frequently disturbed is likely to
have higher ecological value, as it is able to provide habitat. Riparian planting has occurred along
sections of the watercourses in the Kņpiti Coast, and some of these areas have been assessed as
having moderate ecological value. Overall, the riparian vegetation has between low and moderate
value.

The value of the freshwater and terrestrial fauna varies depending on the location. At some sites the
value will be negligible, and at others may have very high value due to the presence of threatened
native species.
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3 Description of proposed works

3.1 Proposed works

The applicant seeks resource consent to continue to maintain the watercourses it has responsibility
for throughout the Kņpiti Coast District and in the Wairarapa. These watercourses are shown in the
plans provided in Appendix B. This work includes the removal of unconsolidated fine sediment that
has been deposited on the bed of the watercourse since it was last cleared, and the removal of
weeds and overgrown plants. The deepening and/or widening of the watercourse beyond the
original cross-section is not intended as part of these works. The watercourses will be maintained on
an as required basis, and no more than is required to maintain flows and the flood conveyance
capacity of the network.

All works are supervised by a suitably qualified person approved by GW.

3.1.1 Methodology

The works are undertaken using a mechanical excavator or other mechanical means, a weed boat, or
by using hand tools. The works are generally undertaken as follows:

· Machinery is operated from the banks of the watercourse rather than within it wherever
possible.

· Disturbance to the banks is limited to one side of the watercourse (although this may vary
from side to side).

· Works will commence at the upstream end of the works site, and progress downstream,
unless this is not practical, i.e.
- The works are to clear isolated blockages
- Manual clearing is being undertaken, where the upstream vegetation is entangled with

the downstream
- Any restrictions in times of access to parts of the drain, i.e. Traffic Management

requirements.
· A self-draining ‘weed bucket’ is used in gravel bedded watercourses. This provides for easy

drainage of water as well as the release of any trapped fish.
· A conventional bucket is used in watercourses with large volumes of sediment.
· Various types of sediment traps are utilised as required and as suited to the specific

watercourse, including the following options:
- silt fences,
- haybales, or
- retaining a section of undisturbed vegetation downstream.

· Excavated bed material is placed on the bank in a suitable location so that it does not re-enter
the watercourse, while also being located to allow stranded fish/eels to make their way back
to the watercourse.

· Alternatively, the excavated material may be removed from the site and disposed of
appropriately.

· Where works occur in areas of limited space such as roadsides, the material is removed and
placed nearby, i.e. a paddock, where the material is then searched for any fish, and any found
are returned to the watercourse.

· Material placed on roadside areas such that it is prevented from washing back into the
watercourse may be removed as required, usually every few years.
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3.2 Fish management and salvage

The following measures and practices will be utilised to manage works undertaken in the
watercourses that have the potential to affect fish:

· When fish are observed in the extraction area, the digger operator keeps the bucket
submerged at the end of each cut to give any fish an opportunity to escape.

· Material removed from the watercourse will be visually checked for fish following its removal
from the waterway. Any stranded fish will be returned to the watercourse at a site unaffected
by the clearance activities (i.e. upstream) as soon as practicable.

· At least one observer (in addition to the machinery operator) will be present for the works, to
assist with finding, capturing and relocating trapped fish.

· Any fish within the watercourse exhibiting obvious signs of distress (e.g. surface breathing,
loss of equilibrium from the channel) will be recovered and relocated by the operator to clear
water upstream of the works.

· Any pest species found are excluded from the actions above, and will be disposed of
appropriately and humanely.

3.3 Aquatic plant management

Approximately 10% of aquatic vegetation, as determined by the activity manager, will be retained to
assist with the re-colonisation of aquatic organisms and plants to provide refuge for aquatic fauna.
This 10% is spread along the work site or grouped into discrete lengths. In addition:

· Any significant patches of native or valued (e.g. watercress) macrophytes are identified and
included within the 10% of aquatic vegetation retained. If the valued macrophytes covers
more than 10%, then the percentage of area retained may be more than 10%. Where greater
areas are retained, vegetation on the edges will be retained in preference to vegetation in the
watercourse, which can cause blockages.

· Selected ecological refuge areas are left in the channel at intervals to assist in re-colonisation
of the invertebrate and fish populations present in the watercourse.

· Instream woody debris are not removed, except where they pose a flood or erosion risk, or a
hazard to recreational users.

· Where works are proposed within areas of known mahinga kai value, and where possible,
local iwi are advised of the upcoming works, so that any mahinga kai can be gathered before
the works occur.

3.4 Other actions and mitigation measures

In addition to the above, other actions will be used during works, including but not be limited to:

· Requirements (including setbacks) regarding the refuelling of machinery and any storage of
hazardous substances (such as fuel).

· The use of sediment and erosion control measures during earthworks.
· The protocol to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of archaeological material.

3.5 Duration and timing

The watercourses will be maintained on an as required basis and no more than is required to
maintain flows and the flood conveyance capacity of the network. Works are timed in consideration
of spawning season and other limitations, although some work is reactive to particular
circumstances (i.e. to clear localised blockages). The trigger for works being required is either an
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inspection undertaken by GWRC, or a report by the landowner to confirm vegetation growth or
sediment levels are at or approaching a level that is affecting the performance of the watercourse.

3.5.1 Vegetation removal

In the Wairarapa area, vegetation in the watercourses is removed using manual methods. In a typical
year less than 5% of the network by length would be subject to vegetation clearance. The aspiration
is to undertake these works using a machine every 5-6 years, i.e. 15% - 20% length per year average.

In the Kņpiti district, weed boats are used and in the wider and deeper channels, the aspiration is to
operate the weed boat twice a year. Approximately 80% of the remainder of the watercourses,
typically in rural areas, are machine cleaned each year, mainly with a weed bucket.

3.5.2 Sediment removal

In the Wairarapa, sediment removal is generally only undertaken on an as required basis. This
activity does not occur often and is undertaken on less than 5% of the average length of drain
annually.

Sediment removal is not undertaken often in the Kņpiti district, generally once every 10 years.

3.6 Monitoring

As required by Schedule X of the PNRP, GWRC has prepared a draft Vegetation and Sediment
Removal Management Plan to support the application. This Plan is provided as Appendix D to this
report. This Plan includes measures to manage and monitor the removal activities.

3.7 Consideration of alternatives

In considering the alternatives for undertaking this activity and the nature of the works, it is
recognised that the discharge associated with the works is generally unavoidable as the works are
within the water, and the sediment being removed is located within the water itself. However,
various management practices can be employed when undertaking the works to minimise the extent
of sediment disturbance within the area, along with methods to capture sediment discharge,
including silt fences, haybales and other mechanisms. The option to do nothing was discounted due
to the essential nature of the works, to maintain the carrying capacity of the watercourses, to assist
in preventing flooding the adjacent land.
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4 Resource consent requirements
The requirements for resource consents are determined by the rules in the PNRP. The rules which
apply are determined by the zoning of the site, any identified notations in the plan and the nature of
the activities proposed.

4.1 Proposed Natural Resources Plan

Table 4.1: Resource consents required

Under Rule 121B the Council has restricted its discretion to the following matters:

· The contents and implementation of the vegetation and sediment removal management plan
in accordance with Schedule X.

· Management of adverse effects, including cumulative effects, on aquatic ecosystem health
and mahinga kai, contact recreation and Mņori customary use.

Proposed activity Rule Assessment Activity status

Removal of
aquatic vegetation
and/or
accumulated
sediment from the
bed of a highly
modified river or
stream

Rule R121B:
The removal of aquatic
vegetation and/or accumulated
sediment by a local authority
from the bed of a highly
modified river or stream and
other streams used to convey
stormwater in an urban area to
manage the hazard risk of
flooding to people, property,
infrastructure and
communities, or to maintain
the efficiency of water races,
including any associated:
a disturbance of the bed,

and
b deposition on the bed,

and
c diversion of water, and
d discharge of sediment

to water
is a restricted discretionary
activity, provided the following
condition is met:
e the resource consent

application includes a
vegetation and
sediment removal
management plan in
accordance with
Schedule X (Vegetation
and sediment removal
plan).

Rule R121B provides for the
removal of aquatic vegetation
and/or accumulated sediment
and associated activities by a
local authority from the bed of
highly modified rivers or streams
to manage the hazard risk of
flooding as a restricted
discretionary activity provided
that a ‘Vegetation and Sediment
Removal Management Plan’
prepared in accordance with
Schedule X is provided with the
application.
This management plan is
attached in Appendix D of this
application. Therefore, the
activity is a restricted
discretionary activity pursuant to
Rule 121B of the PNRP.

Restricted
discretionary
activity
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· Management of adverse effects on sites identified in Schedule A (outstanding water bodies),
Schedule C (mana whenua), and Schedule F (indigenous biodiversity).

· The benefits of flood risk mitigation.

Where a rule of a proposed Plan has not been appealed as is the case with Rule 121B, in accordance
with Section 86F it must be treated as operative (and any previous rule as inoperative). Therefore,
no analysis of the Regional Freshwater Plan has been undertaken.

4.2 Existing resource consents

Greater Wellington does not hold any existing resource consents for this activity as it was previously
a permitted activity under the Regional Freshwater Plan.

4.3 Other consents and approvals required

No other consents or approvals are required.
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5 Assessment of effects on the environment

5.1 Introduction

The following assessment identifies and assesses the types of effects that may arise from the
proposed works. This assessment also outlines the measures that the applicant proposes to avoid,
remedy or mitigate any potential adverse effects on the environment, as prescribed by the matters
listed in Rule R121B. The below assessment is limited to these matters.

The actual and potential effects on the environment identified are limited to those as including:

· Positive effects, including flood risk mitigation;
· Effects on ecosystem health and mahinga kai;
· Effects on contact recreation and Mņori customary use;
· Cumulative effects; and
· Content and Implementation of the Plan prepared under Schedule X

5.2 Positive effects

The maintenance activities have a number of positive effects. The watercourses subject to this
application are all located in areas of identified and modelled flood hazard. The properties which the
schemes service may be put at risk if the watercourses are not maintained. The properties are
mainly farmland, and contain many dwellings and other private property, roads and infrastructure.

Weed and sediment removal assists in maintaining the flood carrying capacity of the channel.
Reduced capacity elevates water levels in the watercourse, increasing flooding of the adjacent land.
Increased watercourse ‘roughness’ due to weed growth also slows flows, extending the time taken
for the land to drain again after a flood event, while also encouraging the deposition of sediment.
This slow drainage can cause increased damage of land and other property. Removal of vegetation
can also improve the levels of dissolved oxygen in the watercourse, providing a more appropriate
habitat for aquatic life.  Maintenance can also help control pest plant species.

Maintaining the watercourses reduces the potential for blockages and clears existing blockages
caused by sediment or vegetation. In a flood event, excess vegetation can become dislodged in situ
and cause blockages downstream. These blockages often occur at culverts, bridges and weirs, and
can redirect the water causing damage to that structure as well as accessways, fences, and other
infrastructure and property.

By allowing for free drainage, the schemes maintain lower groundwater levels to minimise pasture
damage. Consequently, higher yields in livestock and cropping farms, can be achieved. If the
schemes were not maintained the land would likely return to its pre-development state, reducing
production. The exact economic benefit of each scheme is not understood. However, for the
schemes in the lower Wairarapa valley, the benefit is estimated at $600,000 per annum, which
includes $200,000 private benefit to the landowners (Source: Report from Sapere Research Group
titled Flood, drainage and erosion protection benefits of Lower Wairarapa Valley Development
Scheme, 2015).

5.3 Effects on ecosystem health and mahinga kai

The ecological assessment provided in Appendix C discusses the actual and potential effects in detail
and this section is provided as a summary only. The report acknowledges the watercourses as an
already modified environment and addresses the effects as such.
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In general, the potential adverse effects expected to occur include a short-term reduction in water
quality in the area of works, a loss and simplification of aquatic habitat, removal and direct mortality
of macroinvertebrates and fish during the works, disturbance of riparian vegetation, the removal of
instream food sources, the spread of pest plants via machinery, the discharge of sediment, the
disturbance of bird habitat, changes to hydrology in adjacent areas, and effects on indigenous
terrestrial fauna.

Increased suspended sediment results in less light penetration and visual clarity in the water column,
smothering of plants and reducing food availability, the clogging of fish and invertebrate gills, and
disruption to fish passage, among other effects. The maintenance of watercourses by mechanical
means has been known to result in large spikes in suspended sediment, which decrease upon
completion of the works. The timing and extent of works (i.e. length of works undertaken at any
time) is determined by the operator trained in the required procedures, following an assessment
protocol outlined in the Vegetation and Sediment Removal Management Plan provided in Appendix
D, to manage the level of effect from the disturbance of sediment, and retaining a section of
undisturbed area, or employing other sediment control measures such as silt fences or haybales.

Sediment disturbance usually also causes low dissolved oxygen in the water column, due to amounts
of decomposing organic matter within the sediment. Low dissolved oxygen can have effects on fish
as it is essential for respiration, causing stress, surface respiration and changes in behaviours due to
stress. Low dissolved oxygen already present in the watercourse can cause mortality in some
species, well before the increase in sediment load would do so.

Long term works have the potential to affect the ultimate receiving environment, which many have
different ecological characteristics. While the watercourses themselves are relatively tolerant of the
conditions, the receiving environments may not be. Sediment suspension has been known to release
nutrients into the water, which may affect a receiving environment such as a lake or wetland, which
tend to accumulate these nutrients.

The removal of vegetation from the watercourses results in the loss of vegetation cover and
spawning vegetation for fish, freshwater crayfish and mussels, and invertebrates present in the
watercourse. The works would also result in the removal of habitat and food sources for benthic
invertebrates and fish, including for spawning. Evidence has shown that habitat recovery is relatively
rapid, with species relocating up undisturbed areas before returning to the area within one to three
years following the disturbance. As the watercourses subject to this application are a network
maintained over time, the cumulative effects of this ongoing disturbance have been recognised in
the ecological assessment.

The maintenance activities have the potential to result in a range of effects on freshwater fauna, in
addition to those discussed above. The effect from direct mortality is considered to be high, as many
macroinvertebrates will be either attached to vegetation or within the sediment removed, or in the
water column itself. Procedures undertaken during the works to manage the effects on fish and
invertebrates, including inspections of the watercourse prior to works commencing, and appropriate
use of the bucket during works, assists in minimising these effects. The capacity of fauna to recover
from the effects of the maintenance activities is likely to be a result of their existing tolerance to
poor habitat conditions and an ability to recolonise the disturbed areas.

Effects on terrestrial fauna are likely to occur from noise dust and vibration from the use of
machinery associated with the works. Given the nature of the location of these works, and the
populations of fauna present, the effects are considered to be low.

Managing the adverse effects identified in the ecology report will generally occur through the
management procedures already in place for the works and described in Section 3. In addition, an
assessment of the requirement for works should be undertaken for each site, as described in the
Vegetation and Sediment Removal Management Plan provided in Appendix D. Further refinement of
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the good practices should be undertaken over time to further manage the effects of the activity on
the ecosystem health of the watercourses.

Overall, given the proposed management procedures in place for the works, the effects on
ecosystem health are considered to be minor.

5.4 Effects on contact recreation and Mņori customary use

The majority of watercourses are located within private property and therefore not accessible to the
public. Where the watercourses are on public land (i.e. a roadside) they are accessible to the public
and in theory could be used for contract recreation, although given the nature of the watercourses
(roadside drains) it is considered unlikely that such use of these watercourses would occur.

Where works are proposed within areas of known mahinga kai value, and where possible, the
applicant contacts local iwi to inform them of the proposed works, prior to the works occurring, so
that any mahinga kai (fish, watercress etc) can be gathered before the works occur. Overall, the
effects are considered to be minor.

5.5 Cumulative effects

The frequency and location of the works has the potential to result in cumulative adverse effects on
the watercourses, and these are described in the ecological assessment provided in Appendix C. The
management of the watercourses is subject to the schemes as operated, and as such works are
prioritised and scheduled throughout the year. As noted in Section 3.5, the activities sometimes do
not occur for a number of years. Given the frequency of works and the extent of reach subject to
works at any one time, any such cumulative effects are able to be managed to ensure that the
overall cumulative effects are minor.

5.6 Management Plan adequacy

The Vegetation and Sediment Removal Management Plan has been prepared in consultation with
the operations staff and the project ecologist, to adequately cover all aspects as required by
Schedule X of the PNRP. This document is intended to be a living document which will be updated as
procedures and maintenance regimes are adapted over time.

5.7 Summary

Overall, following the assessment above, which covers the required effects, it is considered that the
maintenance of watercourses will have a minor effect on the environment.
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6 Statutory assessment

6.1 RMA assessment

Section 104 of the RMA sets out the matters to which a consent authority must have regard to,
subject to Part 2 of the RMA, when considering an application for resource consent. These are:

· Any actual and potential effects on the environment of allowing the activity (refer Section 5
above);

· Any measure proposed or agreed to by the applicant for the purpose of ensuring positive
effects on the environment to offset or compensate for any adverse effects on the
environment that will or may result from allowing the activity;

· Any relevant provisions of:
- a national environmental standard
- other regulations
- a national policy statement
- a New Zealand coastal policy statement
- a regional policy statement or proposed regional policy statement
- a plan or proposed plan

· Any other matter the consent authority considers relevant and reasonably necessary to
determine the application.

6.1.1 Part 2 of the RMA

Part 2 of the RMA sets out the purpose and principles of the Act. The purpose of the RMA, as
described in section 5, is to promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources.
This application is consistent with the purpose of the Act as it will enable the ongoing sustainable
management of the existing physical resource, being the network of highly modified rivers and
streams. This network promotes the appropriate use of the surrounding land for various activities
including urban and rural uses.

In addition, the most relevant Part 2 matters are as follows:

6(c)  the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats
of indigenous fauna:

6(e) the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands,
water, sites, waahi tapu, and other taonga:

6(g) the protection of protected customary rights:

6(h) the management of significant risks from natural hazards.

7(b) the efficient use and development of natural and physical resources:

7(c) the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values:

7(d) intrinsic values of ecosystems:

7(f) maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment:

8 The principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi).

Potential adverse effects of the proposal have been assessed in Section 5 above. For the reasons
outlined in that assessment, it is considered that the proposal is consistent with the relevant Part 2
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matters, and that the proposed in-built mitigation measures recognise and provide for, or have
regard to, those matters as appropriate. The proposal is considered to meet the tests of sustainable
management and will allow the applicant to provide for the social and economic well-being of the
community.

6.1.2 National environmental standards

The National Environmental Standard for Freshwater Management (NESFM) came into effect on 3
September 2020. These standards regulate activities within and in proximity to wetlands, which are
defined in the RMA as permanently or intermittently wet areas, shallow water, and land water
margins that support a natural ecosystem of plants and animals that are adapted to wet conditions.
The NES refers to the RMA definition and further defines natural wetlands as a wetland that is not
constructed by artificial means, a geothermal wetland, or areas of improved pasture dominated by
exotic species and subject to temporary rain-derived water pooling.

The ecological assessment prepared to support the application relies on published information and
data and does not include an assessment or determination on the presence of wetlands within the
area of the watercourse network subject to this application and therefore consent requirements
under the NESFM. The network of watercourses subject to the application is considered ‘specified
infrastructure’ as prescribed in section 3.21 of the NPS FM, under (c) of this definition, being any
public flood control, flood protection or drainage works carried out by (i) a local authority (GW) and
(ii) for the purpose of drainage.  Therefore Clause 46 of the NESFM is relevant and provides for
vegetation clearance, earthworks or land disturbance associated with the maintenance and
operation of specified infrastructure within 10 m of a wetland as a permitted activity.

There are no other National Environmental Standards relevant to this proposal.

6.1.3 National Policy Statements

The National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPSFM) (2020) sets objectives and
policies for freshwater management. The RMA directs NPSs must be given effect to in lower order
statutory planning documents such as Regional Policy Statements (RPS) and regional / district plans.

The NPSFM sets objectives for water quality, water quantity and the management of water
resources and encourages regional councils to develop objectives for freshwater bodies and set
resource limits to meet objectives. The fundamental concept underpinning the NPSFM is ‘Te Mana o
te Wai’ which refers to the fundamental importance of water, recognising that the health of
freshwater in turn protects the health of the wider environment. It is about the balance between the
water, the wider environment and the community. The hierarchy of obligations in Te Mana o te Wai
prioritises the health and well-being of water bodies and freshwater ecosystems first. The second
priority is the health needs of people (including drinking water) and the third priority is the ability of
people and communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural wellbeing, now and in the
future.

The activity is undertaken in order to maintain a network of watercourses which provide protection
to properties from flood hazards, while also considering the integrated catchment management in
accordance with Policy 4, the potential effects on river values in accordance with Policy 7, and the
habitat of indigenous species in accordance with Policy 9. The activity also ensures consistency with
Policy 15 which enables communities to provide for the social, economic and cultural well-being,
through enabling the productive use of land and management of flood hazard. Overall, the activities
are consistent with the NPSFM.

6.1.4 Regulations

There are no regulations relevant to this proposal.
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6.1.5 Regional policy statement

The Regional Policy Statement (RPS) for the Wellington Region sets out an integrated resource
approach to promoting sustainable management of natural and physical resources within the region.
An assessment of the relevant objectives and policies of the Regional Policy Statement in relation to
the proposed activity is provided in Table 6.1 below. Overall, the proposal is consistent with the RPS.

Table 6.1: RPS Policy assessment

Objective/Policy Comment

Objective 12
The quantity and quality of fresh water:
(a) meet the range of uses and values for which
water is required;
(b) safeguard the life supporting capacity of
water bodies; and
(c) meet the reasonably foreseeable needs of
future generations.

The effects on the quality of freshwater contained
within these watercourses will be appropriately
managed through the mitigation and management
measures and procedures proposed in this application
and as undertaken by the GW contractors. The activity is
consistent with this objective.

Policy 40: Safeguarding aquatic ecosystem
health in water bodies – consideration

The health of the ecosystem will be safeguarded
through the mitigation and management measures and
procedures proposed in this application and as
undertaken by the GW contractors. The activity is
consistent with this policy.

Objective 19
The risks and consequences to people,
communities, their businesses, property and
infrastructure from natural hazards and climate
change effects are reduced.

The watercourses subject to this application have an
important role in managing the flood hazard across the
surrounding area, assisting in the prevention of flooding
of productive rural land. The activity is consistent with
this objective.

Objective 26
Mauri is sustained, particularly in relation to
coastal and fresh waters.

The maintenance of these watercourses will be
undertaken to minimise the potential adverse effects on
water quality and ecosystem health, thereby sustaining
the mauri of the watercourses, consistent with this
policy.

Policy 49: Recognising and providing for
matters of significance to tangata whenua –
consideration

A number of the watercourses are identified as
scheduled areas in the Proposed Natural Resources Plan
as being of significance to Mana Whenua, and Mana
Whenua have been consulted in relation to this
application.

6.1.6 Regional plan assessment

This section assesses the proposed works against the relevant objectives and policies of the
Proposed Natural Resources Plan (Appeals Version).

6.1.6.1 Objectives and policies assessment

This section assesses the proposed works against the relevant objectives and policies of the
applicable plans.
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Table 6.2: Objectives and policies assessment

Objective/Policy Comment

Objective O2
The importance and contribution of air, land,
water and ecosystems to the social, economic
and cultural well-being and health of people and
the community are recognised in the
management of those resources.

The watercourses subject to this application are an
established network which provides drainage to
surrounding rural and urban land, thereby protecting it
from flooding while also enabling its productive use. The
activity is consistent with this objective.

Objective O3
Mauri particularly the mauri of fresh and coastal
waters is sustained and, where it has been
depleted, natural resources and processes are
enhanced to replenish mauri.

The maintenance works are undertaken in accordance
with a suite of procedures to assist in maintaining the
health of the watercourse over time. The activity is
consistent with this objective.

Objective O14
The relationships of Mņori and their culture and
traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites,
waahi tapu, and other taonga are recognised and
provided for, including:
(a) maintaining and improving opportunities for
aņori customary use of the coastal marine area,
rivers, lakes and their margins and natural
wetlands, and
(b) maintaining and improving the availability of
mahinga kai species, in terms of quantity, quality
and diversity, to support Mņori customary
harvest, and
(c) providing for the relationship of mana
whenua with Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa, and
including by maintaining or improving Ngņ
Taonga Nui a Kiwa so that the huanga identified
in Schedule B are provided for, and
(d) protecting sites with significant mana whenua
values from use and development that will
adversely affect their values and restoring those
sites to a state where their characteristics and
qualities sustain the identified values.

Tangata whenua have been engaged with in respect of
this application and their feedback sought. Ongoing
discussions will assist in ensuring that iwi are able to
undertake customary use and gather mahinga kai as
required. Particular regard will be had for those sections
of watercourse that are identified as Scheduled areas in
the PNRP as Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa. Overall, the
activities are considered consistent with this Objective.

Objective O20
The hazard risk and residual hazard risk, from
natural hazards and adverse effects of climate
change, on people, the community, the
environment and infrastructure are acceptable.

The watercourses were established and are in place to
provide protection for people and the community
against flooding and high water flows for rural and
urban land.  The activities are considered consistent
with this Objective.

Objective O24
Rivers, lakes, natural wetlands and coastal water
are suitable for contact recreation and Mņori
customary use, including by:
(a) maintaining water quality, or
(b) improving water quality in:
(i) significant contact recreation fresh water
bodies and sites with significant mana whenua
values and Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa to meet, as a
minimum, the primary contact recreation
objectives in Table 3.1, and
(ii) coastal water and sites with significant mana

The watercourses subject to this application, while
highly modified, can contain aquatic life that is suitable
for Mņori use and also for contact recreation. The works
will be managed to maintain water quality and where
possible improve it. Therefore, the activities are
considered consistent with this Objective.
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Objective/Policy Comment
whenua values and Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa to
meet, as a minimum, the primary contact
recreation objectives in Table 3.3, and
(iii) all other rivers and lakes and natural
wetlands to meet, as a minimum, the secondary
contact recreation objectives in Table 3.2.

Objective O25
Biodiversity, aquatic ecosystem health and
mahinga kai in fresh water bodies and the coastal
marine area are safeguarded such that:
(a) water quality, flows, water levels and aquatic
and coastal habitats are managed to maintain
biodiversity, aquatic ecosystem health and
mahinga kai, and
(b) where an objective in Tables 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7
or 3.8 is not met, a fresh water body or coastal
marine area is improved over time to meet that
objective.

The ecology assessment prepared to support the
application provides a comprehensive assessment of the
values of the watercourses, and the effects of the
maintenance activities. Overall, the management of the
maintenance activities is considered appropriate
manage the aquatic habitats present in the
watercourses, and therefore is consistent with this
Objective.

Policy P1: Ki uta ki tai and integrated catchment
management
Air, land, fresh water bodies and the coastal
marine area will be managed recognising ki uta ki
tai by using the principles of integrated
catchment management. These principles
include:
(a) decision-making using the catchment as the
spatial unit, and
(b) applying an adaptive management approach
to take into account the dynamic nature and
processes of catchments, and
(c) coordinated management, with decisions
based on best available information and
improvements in technology and science, and
(d) taking into account the connected nature of
resources and natural processes within a
catchment, and
(e) recognising links between environmental,
social, cultural and economic sustainability of the
catchment.

The watercourses subject to this application are an
established network within various catchments in both
Yņpiti and the Wairarapa. The watercourse network is
managed as a whole, with works progressing across the
network over time, sometimes years. The use of an
adaptive management approach will occur over time
through the use of the Management Plan prepared for
the works and provided in Appendix D. The activity is
consistent with this policy.

Policy P10: Contact recreation and Mņori
customary use
Use and development shall avoid, remedy or
mitigate any adverse effects on contact
recreation and Mņori customary use in fresh and
coastal water, including by:
(a) providing water quality and, in rivers, flows
suitable for contact recreation and Mņori
customary use, and
(b) managing activities to maintain or enhance
contact recreation values in the beds of lakes and
rivers, including by retaining existing swimming
holes and maintaining access to existing contact
recreation locations, and
(c) encouraging improved access to suitable

The watercourses subject to this application, while
highly modified, can contain aquatic life that is suitable
for Mņori use and also for contact recreation. The works
will be managed to maintain water quality and where
possible improve it. Therefore, the activities are
considered consistent with this Policy.
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Objective/Policy Comment
swimming and surfing locations, and
(d) providing for the passive recreation and
amenity values of fresh water bodies and the
coastal marine area.

Policy P17: Mauri
The mauri of fresh and coastal waters shall be
recognised as being important to Mņori and is
sustained and enhanced, including by:
(a) managing the individual and cumulative
adverse effects of activities that may impact on
mauri in the manner set out in the rest of the
Plan, and
(b) providing for those activities that sustain and
enhance mauri, and
(c) recognising and providing for the role of
kaitiaki in sustaining mauri.

The maintenance works are undertaken in accordance
with a suite of procedures to assist in maintaining the
health of the watercourse over time. The activity is
consistent with this Policy.

Policy P18: Mana whenua relationships with Ngņ
Taonga Nui a Kiwa
The relationships between mana whenua and
Ngņ Huanga o Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa identified
in Schedule B (Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa) will be
recognised and provided for by:
(a) having particular regard to the values and Ngņ
Taonga Nui a Kiwa huanga identified in Schedule
B (Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa) when applying for,
and making decisions on resource consent
applications, and developing Whaitua
Implementation Programmes, and
(b) informing iwi authorities of relevant resource
consents relating to Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa, and
(c) recognising the relevant iwi authority/ies as
an affected party under RMA s95E where
activities risk having a minor or more than minor
adverse effect on Ngņ Huanga o Ngņ Taonga Nui
a Kiwa or on the significant values of a Schedule
C site which is located downstream, and
(d) working with mana whenua, landowners, and
other interested parties as appropriate, to
develop and implement restoration initiatives
within Ngņ Taonga Nui a Kiwa, and (e) the
Wellington Regional Council and iwi authorities
implementing kaupapa Mņori monitoring of Ngņ
Taonga Nui a Kiwa.

Tangata whenua have been engaged with in respect of
this application. Ongoing discussions will assist in
ensuring that iwi are able to undertake customary use
and gather mahinga kai as required. Particular regard
will be had for those sections of watercourse that are
identified as Scheduled areas in the PNRP as Ngņ Taonga
Nui a Kiwa. Overall, the activities are considered
consistent with this Policy.

Policy P31: Biodiversity, aquatic ecosystem
health and mahinga kai
Manage the adverse effects of use and
development on biodiversity, aquatic ecosystem
health and mahinga kai to:
Hydrology
(a) maintain or where practicable restore natural
flow characteristics and hydrodynamic processes
and the natural pattern and range of water level
fluctuations in rivers, lakes and natural wetlands,
and

The ecology assessment prepared to support the
application provides a comprehensive assessment of the
values of the watercourses, and the effects of the
maintenance activities on ecosystem health. Overall, the
management of the maintenance activities is considered
appropriate manage the aquatic habitats present in the
watercourses, and therefore is consistent with this
Policy.
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Objective/Policy Comment
Water quality
(b) maintain or improve water quality including
to assist with achieving meet the objectives in
Tables 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 of Objective O25,
and
Aquatic habitat diversity and quality
(c) maintain or where practicable restore aquatic
habitat diversity and quality, including:
(i) the form, frequency and pattern of pools,
runs, and riffles in rivers, and
(ii) the natural form of rivers, lakes, natural
wetlands and the coastal marine area, and
(d) where practicable restore the connections
between fragmented aquatic habitats, and
Critical habitat for indigenous aquatic species
and indigenous birds
(e) maintain or where practicable restore
habitats that are important to the life cycle and
survival of indigenous aquatic species and the
habitats of indigenous birds in the coastal marine
area, natural wetlands and the beds of lakes and
rivers and their margins that are used for
breeding, roosting, feeding, and migration, and
Critical life cycle periods
(f) minimise avoid, minimise or remedy adverse
effects on aquatic species at times which will
most affect the breeding, spawning, and
dispersal or migration of those species, including
timing the activity, or the adverse effects of the
activity, to avoid times of the year when adverse
effects may be more significant, and
Riparian habitats
(g) maintain or where practicable restore riparian
habitats, and
Pests
(h) avoid the introduction, and restrict the
spread, of aquatic pest plants and animals.

Policy P45: Managing adverse effects on sites
with significant mana whenua values
Sites with significant mana whenua values
identified in Schedule C shall be protected and
restored by managing use and development of
these sites in the following manner:
(a) in the first instance, avoid locating activities
within sites listed in Schedule C, and
(b) require any more than minor adverse effects
of activities on the significant mana whenua
values of the site to be evaluated through a
cultural impact assessment undertaken by the
relevant mana whenua as identified in Schedule
C, and
(c) significant adverse effects of an activity on the
significant values of the site shall be avoided, and
(d) other adverse effects shall be managed in
accordance with tikanga and kaupapa Maori

Tangata whenua have been engaged with in respect of
this application. Ongoing discussions will assist in
ensuring that the adverse effects on Schedule C sites
located with the watercourse networks, are able to be
managed appropriately, in conjunction with iwi. Overall,
the activities are considered consistent with this Policy.
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Objective/Policy Comment
responding to recommendations in the cultural
impact assessment to:
(i) avoid more than minor adverse effects on the
significant values of the site, and
(ii) where more than minor adverse effects
cannot be avoided, minimising them, and
(iii) where more than minor adverse effects
cannot be avoided and/or minimised, they are
remedied, and
(e) where more than minor adverse effects on
significant mana whenua values identified in
Schedule C (mana whenua) cannot be avoided,
minimised, or remedied, the activity is
inappropriate. Offsetting of effects on sites with
significant mana whenua values is inappropriate,
except where provided for in Policy P45A, and
(f) the relevant mana whenua as identified in
Schedule C shall be considered to be an affected
party under RMA s95E for all activities which
require resource consent within a Schedule C site
where the adverse effects are minor or more
than minor, unless the application is publicly
notified.

Policy P66: National Policy Statement for
Freshwater Management requirements for
discharge consents
When considering any application for a discharge
the consent authority shall have regard to the
following matters:
(a) the extent to which the discharge would avoid
contamination that will have an adverse effect
on the life-supporting capacity of fresh water
including on any ecosystem associated with fresh
water, and
(b) the extent to which it is feasible and
dependable that any more than minor adverse
effects on fresh water, and on any ecosystem
associated with fresh water, resulting from the
discharge would be avoided, and
(c) the extent to which the discharge would avoid
contamination that will have an adverse effect
on the health of people and communities as
affected by their contact with fresh water, and
(d) the extent to which it is feasible and
dependable that any more than minor adverse
effects on the health of people and communities
as affected by their contact with fresh water
resulting from the discharge would be avoided.
This policy applies to the following discharges
(including a diffuse discharge by any person or
animal):
(a) a new discharge, or
(b) a change or increase in any discharge
of any contaminant into fresh water, or onto or
into land in circumstances that may result in that

The maintenance of watercourses will result in the
discharge of sediment to water, as a result of both the
removal of vegetation, and the removal of sediment
itself. The proposed management procedures in place
for the works will assist in ensuring that the amount of
sediment discharged is minimised where possible, and
the location of works is not disturbed more than
necessary. Overall, the activity is consistent with this
policy.
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Objective/Policy Comment
contaminant (or, as a result of any natural
process from the discharge of that contaminant,
any other contaminant) entering fresh water.

Policy P103A: Removal of aquatic vegetation
and/or accumulated sediment
The benefits of the removal of aquatic vegetation
and/or accumulated sediment from the bed of a
river to manage the hazard risk of flooding to
people, property, infrastructure and
communities are recognised and those activities
are provided for, and shall be managed so that:
(a) the extent and frequency of this activity is
minimised over time, and
(b) the activity occurs at times of the year when
adverse effects on aquatic species may be less
significant, and
(c) the Good Practices for the Mechanical
Management of Highly Modified Waterways
guidance document is implemented where
practicable, and
(d) the entrapment and stranding of fish, kǁura
and kņkahi is avoided as far as possible, and
recovery and return is conducted, and
(e) the effects on aquatic ecosystem health and
mahinga kai, contact recreation and Mņori
customary use are monitored and an adaptive
management approach is used to address any
adverse effects, including cumulative adverse
effects, that are more than minor in order to
contribute to a catchment-wide improvement in
these values within defined timeframes.

The removal of aquatic vegetation and accumulated
sediment is essential for the ongoing operation of the
network of highly modified watercourses across Kņpiti
and the Wairarapa. As discussed in this report, this
activity maintains the carrying capacity of the
watercourse to carry waters away from productive land
and urban areas. The management plan prepared to
support this application outlines the process and
procedures for undertaking the activity, including
frequency. Overall, the activity is considered consistent
with this policy.

6.1.6.2 Assessment criteria

Under Rule 121B of the PNRP the maintenance of highly modified watercourses activity proposed is
a restricted discretionary activity and is assessed against the criteria listed under that rule, as shown
in Table 6.3 below.

Table 6.3: Assessment criteria

Relevant Criteria Assessment

1. The contents and implementation of the
vegetation and sediment removal management
plan in accordance with Schedule X.

The Plan has been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of Schedule X of the PNRP, and in
consideration of the Guidance document prepared by
GWRC on this matter.

2. Management of adverse effects, including
cumulative effects, on aquatic ecosystem health
and mahinga kai, contact recreation and Mņori
customary use.

The management of these effects is adequately
managed through the proposed works methodology and
ongoing consultation with iwi/hapu groups.

3. Management of adverse effects on sites
identified in Schedule A (outstanding water
bodies), Schedule C (mana whenua), and
Schedule F (indigenous biodiversity).

The management of these effects is adequately
managed through the proposed works methodology,
and consideration of the characteristics of these
scheduled areas as required.
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Relevant Criteria Assessment

4. The benefits of flood risk mitigation. The maintenance of these highly modified rivers and
streams ensures that their capacity is maintained and
the overall network operates appropriately. The
operation of these schemes assists the ongoing use of
both farm and urban land.

6.2 Sections 105 and 107

Sections 105 and 107 are relevant to applications for discharges under section 15. Section 105
requires the consent authority to have regard to the nature of the discharge and the sensitivity of
the receiving environment, the applicant’s reasons for the proposed choice and possible alternative
methods of discharge. These matters have been addressed throughout this report, particularly in
Section 2 which describes the receiving environments, Section 5 which assesses the effects on the
environment, and Section 3.7 which addresses potential alternatives.

Section 107 restricts the granting of discharge permits in certain circumstances, namely if, after
reasonable mixing, the contaminant or water discharged (either by itself or in combination with the
same, similar, or other contaminants or water), is likely to give rise to all or any of the following
effects in the receiving waters:

· The production of any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams, or floatable or
suspended materials;

· Any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity;
· Any emission of objectionable odour;
· The rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm animals; and
· Any significant adverse effects on aquatic life.

The effects of the discharge associated with the vegetation clearance and sediment removal are
considered in Section 5 above. The assessment undertaken, including a comprehensive ecological
assessment conclude that the effects of the activity are minor. Overall, it is concluded that the
discharge would meet the tests set out in section 107(1)(c) to (g).

6.3 Other matters

There are no other matters relevant to this proposal.

6.4 Notification assessment

6.4.1 Public notification

Section 95A of the RMA is relevant when a consent authority is considering whether a consent
application should be considered with or without public notification.

Section 95A identifies a four-step process. In relation to these steps we note the following:

· The applicant does not request public notification of the application;
· Rule R121B of the PNRP precludes public notification of the application;
· An assessment of effects on the environment is provided in Section 5 of this AEE report. This

assessment concludes that the adverse effects on the environment are minor;
· The application is not for any of the activities identified in section 95A(5)(b) (i.e. a controlled

activity, subdivision of land or a residential activities, a boundary activity, or an activity
prescribed in section 360H(1)(a)(i));
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· No special circumstances are considered to exist in relation to the application.

Based on this assessment, we consider that this proposal meets the tests of the RMA to be
processed without public notification.

Based on the assessment set out above, public notification is precluded and this application must be
processed without public notification.

6.4.2 Limited notification

For applications that are not publicly notified, under section 95B, the consent authority must
determine whether to give limited notification of an application to any affected parties. Section 95B
identifies a four step process. In relation to these steps we note the following:

· The application does not need to be notified to any parties under section 95B(4). The
proposed change will not affect any customary rights;

· The proposed activity is not on or adjacent to, or does not affect, land that is the subject of a
statutory acknowledgement;

· There are no applicable rules or national environmental standards precluding limited
notification; and

· No special circumstances are considered to exist in relation to the application that warrant
notification of the application to any other persons not already determined to be eligible for
limited notification.

In terms of section 95E(3), a consent authority must not consider a person affected if they have
provided written approval to the activity. No parties have provided their written approval to this
application.

Section 95E(1) states that a consent authority must consider a person to be an affected person if the
activity’s adverse effects on the person are minor or more than minor (but not less than minor).
Taking into account the short-term nature of the works, the management and mitigation of any
effects, no parties are considered to be affected by this application.

Based on this assessment, we consider that this proposal meets the tests of the RMA to be
processed without limited notification.

6.4.3 Section 95 conclusions

Following the steps set out in sections 95A and 95B, we consider that the application should be
processed without public or limited notification.
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7 Consultation
A letter was sent to all landowners which are part of the network, to inform them of the need to
obtain resource consent for the ongoing maintenance of these highly modified rivers and streams. A
copy of this letter is provided as Appendix E to this report.

The relevant iwi groups have been advised of the upcoming consent application and provided with a
summary of the works involved. GWRC intends to continue this consultation as the application is
progressed. Copies of consultation documents are provided in Appendix E.
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8 Conditions of consent
The applicant has proposed a number of draft consent conditions for this application, and these are
shown below, in draft:

X. The consent holder shall be responsible for all contracted operations related to the exercise of this
resource consent, and shall ensure contractors are made aware of the conditions of this resource
consent relevant to their work area and ensure compliance with those conditions.

X. The consent holder shall appoint a representative(s) prior to the exercise of this resource consent
that shall be the Manager - Environmental Regulation’s primary contact in regard to matters relating
to this resource consent. The consent holder shall inform the Manager - Environmental Regulation of
the representatives’ name and how they can be contacted within 2 weeks of this resource consent
being granted. Should that person(s) change during the term of this resource consent, the consent
holder shall within two weeks inform the Manager - Environmental Regulation and shall also give
written notice of the new representative’s name and how they can be contacted.

X. The consent holder shall ensure that all machinery used in the exercising of this consent is cleaned
prior to being transported to any individual site of works so that all seed and/or plant matter has
been removed

X. Prior to works being undertaken within any one drainage reach all vehicles used for the works
should be cleaned in accordance with Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and Biosecurity NZ
cleaning methods for machinery using water from an uncontaminated water supply
(http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/pests/didymo/cleaning-specific#machinery).

X. The consent holder shall provide the Manager - Environmental Regulation with a proposed annual
works programme prior to 20 November each year over the term of this consent. The proposed
annual works programme shall address, but not be limited to, the following:

a. Details of scheduled works authorised by this resource consent that are to be carried out for the
proceeding 12 months including;

i) A description of the nature of the works and receiving environment;

ii) Scale of the works;

iii) Identification of any known archaeological sites; waahi tapu; heritage sites; listed trees;
significant natural features/areas; significant ecological areas and threatened species which may be
potentially affected by the proposed works

iv) Comments from parties consulted and how issues raised by those parties have been addressed;

v) An outline of any measures proposed to avoid, remedy or mitigate effects on aquatic and
terrestrial life and riparian habitat.

vi) Works supervisors’ names and how they can be contacted

b. For unprogrammed works that are not identified in the proposed annual works programme but are
required to be carried out, notice describing those additional works shall be provided in writing to the
Manager - Environmental Regulation

X. Any works associated with the exercise of this resource consent shall not cause the deepening of
the invert level of any waterway subject to this consent, including any located within 200 m of the
legal property boundary of any wetland listed in the Proposed Natural Resources Plan.
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9 Conclusion
This AEE report has been prepared on behalf of Greater Wellington Regional Council Flood
Protection Group to accompany a resource consent application to Greater Wellington Regional
Council for the maintenance of watercourses. The activity requires resource consent from Greater
Wellington Regional Council as a restricted discretionary activity under Rule 121B of the Proposed
Natural Resources Plan.

This AEE report draws the following conclusions:

· The works are consistent with Part 2 of the Resource Management Act 1991;
· The works are consistent with the relevant objectives and policies of the NPSFM, Regional

Policy Statement and the Proposed Natural Resources Plan and
· The activity will have a minor effect on the environment.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that this resource consent application be granted on a non-
notified basis, subject to fair and reasonable conditions. We would appreciate the opportunity to
comment on draft conditions prior to any consent being granted.
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10 Applicability
This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of our client Greater Wellington Regional Council
Flood Protection, with respect to the particular brief given to us and it may not be relied upon in
other contexts or for any other purpose, or by any person other than our client, without our prior
written agreement.

We understand and agree that our client will submit this report as part of an application for resource
consent and that Greater Wellington Regional Council as the consenting authority will use this report
for the purpose of assessing that application.

Tonkin & Taylor Ltd
Environmental and Engineering Consultants

Report prepared by: Authorised for Tonkin & Taylor Ltd by:

.......................................................... ...........................….......…...............

Sarah Bevin Peter Roan
Principal Planner Project Director

Technical review undertaken by Romae Calland, Principal Planner

30-Jun-22
\\ttgroup.local\corporate\wellington\tt projects\1018683\issueddocuments\drain maintenance rc project\20220630 1018683 aee for
drain maintenance lodgement final.docx

kebe
Stamp



Appendix A Consent application forms
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4. Partnership/unincorporated entity details

For partnerships or unincorporated entities (such as private trusts or unincorporated bodies or societies) you must 
provide details of all authorised partners, trustees or members. Any consent granted will then include these names, and 
all individuals will be legally responsible for the consent and any associated costs. Should these persons change, then 
you must notify us. 

Full name of person: 

Signature Status (eg, partner, trustee): 

Email address: Phone: 

Full name of person: 

Signature Status (eg, partner, trustee): 

Email address: Phone: 

Full name of person: 

Signature Status (eg, partner, trustee): 

Email address: Phone: 

Full name of person: 

Signature Status (eg, partner, trustee): 

Email address: Phone: 

Full name of person: 

Signature Status (eg, partner, trustee): 

Email address: Phone: 

Include details of any further partners/trustees/members on a separate page if necessary 

5. Details of proposed activity

Description of activity eg, to undertake earthworks, to construct a bore, to take water from a stream 

Location address and/or description of location of activity 

Include the name of any relevant stream, river or other waterbody to which the application may relate, proximity to any 
well known landmark, etc. (Note: a location map is required in your activity form.) 

Map reference: NZTM: Valuation reference [from rates]: 

Legal description [from rates notice] [eg, Lot 9 DP58809 Block XI] 

 Maintenance of highly modified watercourses.  See information in attached AEE

  Various locations in the Kapiti and Wairarapa

 Various

sdb
Line







sdb
Text Box
Internal Charge: 101544 (FP Resource Consent Project)
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