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26 August 2025 

File Ref: OIAPR-1274023063-41109 

 
By email:  

Tēnā koe  

Request for information 2025-245 

I refer to your request for information dated 30 July 2025, which was received by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) on 31 July 2025. You have requested the 
following: 

1. Information and/or proof of heritage sites significant to Taranaki iwi, to the valley [Gollans 
Valley] in particular.  

2. Given these tribes displaced resident tribes about 1817, there is barely 20 years of 
settlement in the surrounding coastal and wetland areas and verbal history indicates the 
valley being used as an alternate route to the coast only. How is it that tribes with a mere 
20 years of association trump european settlers connections who lived and worked the 
land full time, some for 50 years. 

3. Can you please explain the high level of management involvement iwi have been given 
with no real historical ties to the valley? 

Greater Wellington’s response follows: 

1. Information and/or proof of heritage sites significant to Taranaki iwi, to the valley [Gollans 
Valley] in particular. 

We hold information from Taranaki Whānui and Te Ātiawa that is relevant to your request. We 
are withholding this information under section 7(2)(c)(i) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 as it is necessary  to protect information which is subject to 
an obligation of confidence and where the making available of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from iwi, and it is in the public 
interest that such information should continue to be supplied. Proa
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However, we have some information available on our website regarding the general area 
regarding sites of significance and waahi tapu.1  

2.  Given these tribes displaced resident tribes about 1817, there is barely 20 years of 
settlement in the surrounding coastal and wetland areas and verbal history indicates the 
valley being used as an alternate route to the coast only. How is it that tribes with a mere 
20 years of association trump european settlers connections who lived and worked the 
land full time, some for 50 years. 

As a public organisation Greater Wellington recognises the deep connections that mana 
whenua Taranaki Whānui has with the area and the related Crown historical breaches of Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi and its principles in respect of Taranaki Whānui, both of which were upheld by the 
Waitangi Tribunal and later acknowledged by the Crown in the Taranaki Whānui ki te Ūpoko o 
Te Ika Settlement. This approach is complemented with our consultation and engagement 
processes with community interest groups and the wider community to support activities for 
biodiversity uplift and healthy ecosystems in the park’s environment. 

Recommended sources to support historical research include: the Waitangi Tribunal, Te 
Whanganui a Tara me ōna Takiwā 2003, and relevant settlement documents held by Te Tari 
Whakatau.2 

3. Can you please explain the high level of management involvement iwi have been given 
with no real historical ties to the valley? 

As a Council we note our commitments and obligations include providing for Māori 
participation in decision making and take into account the relationship of Māori and their 
culture and traditions with their ancestral land, water, wāhi tapu, valued flora and fauna and 
other taonga.  Working in partnership with mana whenua is an expression of our values, 
embedded in our organisational practices and strategic plans.  Local government legislation 
also plays a significant role in defining Greater Wellington’s partnership responsibilities and 
continues to shape our developing journey to partnering excellence, these include:  

• Resource Management Act 1991  
• Local Government Act 2002  
• Conservation Act 1987  
• Reserves Act 1977  
• Biosecurity Act 1993  
• Taranaki Whānui ki Te Upoko o te Ika Deed of Settlement 

 
1  https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-
plans/parangarahu-lakes-area-co-management-plan/  
2  https://whakatau.govt.nz/te-tira-kurapounamu-treaty-settlements/find-a-treaty-settlement/taranaki-
whanui-ki-te-upoko-o-te-ika#Taranaki Whanaui DOS DOC  

Proa
cti

ve
 R

ele
as

e



 

  Page 3 of 3 

Co-management arrangements outlined in the Port Nicholson Block (Taranaki Whānui ki te 
Upoko i te Ika) Deed of Settlement From documents schedule.3 

 Greater Wellington’s Toitū Te Whenua Parks Network Plan4 also states our commitment to 
partnership:  

Pg 59 policy 51P(g.) states: “To consider when acquiring a lease, acquisition, right-of-way, 
caveat, exchange, purchase or gifting of land and associated infrastructure under public and 
private ownership:  

   (g). Mana Whenua and community needs and aspirations, co management opportunities”  

Pg 63-66 also provides more detail on Mana Whenua partnerships. 

If you have any concerns with the decision(s) referred to in this letter, you have the right to 
request an investigation and review by the Ombudsman under section 27(3) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.  

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 
requests where appropriate. Our response to your request will be published shortly on Greater 
Wellington’s website with your personal information removed. 

Nāku iti noa, nā 

 

 

 

Monica Fraser 
Pou Whakarae | Group Manager Māori  

 
3  https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2009/0026/latest/whole.html#DLM1525889  
4  https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-
whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/  
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