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Plan

For discussion at WRLC meeting, 17 March 2026



Planning and Natural Environment Bill direction

Spatial Plan must consider 

1. Where development can and cannot go
• natural hazards
• highly productive land
• significant natural areas
• outstanding natural features and landscapes

2. How environmental limits shape growth
• The spatial implications of environmental limits

3. Where towns and cities grow — and when
• Existing/future urban areas
• Sequencing of growth 
• Priority areas for public investment 

4. The big infrastructure picture
• Existing/future key infrastructure
• Capacity of existing infrastructure
• Other infrastructure needed to support growth

5. Climate adaptation priorities
• Priority locations for climate adaptation, 

6. Managing incompatible activities 
• Where uses need to be separated 

7. Māori interests that must be recognised
• Statutory acknowledgements from Treaty 

settlements 
• Sites of significance to Māori
• Customary marine title and protected customary 

rights areas



Potential Focus Areas

Transit- 
Oriented 

Development

Water 
Resilience

Rapid Transit

Industrial

Nature and 
Recreation

All have the potential to 
floated into a regional deal



• Facilitation of redevelopment
• Feasibility, land assembly
• Public/private partnerships

• Zoning for medium to high density 
housing

• Prioritisation of 3 waters infrastructure 
investment

• Housing
• Retail and commercial

• Linked to Rail Plan initiatives
• Modernisation of station 

infrastructure
• Wellington Mass Rapid Transit 

(MRT) Wgtn Station to Newtown

Transit-oriented Development

Transit-
Oriented 

Development

Commercial 
opportunities

Special 
Purpose 
Vehicle

Enabling 
development

Frequent and 
reliable 
public 

transport

Objective: concentrated 
growth around transit nodes to 
maximise infrastructure 
utilisation



• Enable investment in greater 
horticultural food production for 
regional, national and international 
consumption

• Stimulate diversification and resilience 
of food production

• Promoting higher value crops / industry on the back of 
more resilient water supply

• Job creation on the back of securing food and fibre 
industry through services and manufacture/processing

Simplified and structured consenting process to 
ensure farming stays sustainable and resilient

• Govt / Local council feasibility / business case
• Govt / Council co-investment
• SPV to build and operate dam
• Opportunity to capitalise on environmental 

(flushes, flood control, wetlands) and social 
benefits (community water security, recreation)

• Opening opportunities for higher-value land use 
that relies on certainty

• Potential for reallocation of water permits to 
protect natural flows

• Alleviate pressure on natural waterways during 
summer months

• Feed wetlands and rivers to prevent low flows
• Increase restoration of connected river systems 

and encourage natural attenuation and flood 
resistant landscapes through careful green 
engineering

Water Resilience

Water 
Resilience

On-farm 
storage

Community-
scale water 

storage

Food 
Security

Economic 
development

Natural 
systems

Objective: Certainty of water 
supply; sustainable economic 
development



• Tūhono trains (new trains on 
order)

• Additional Matangi trains
• 10 min frequencies
• Double-tracking

• New signalling systems 
(The European Train Control 
System (ETCS)

• Grade-separated level crossings

• Modernisation of station 
infrastructure

• Linked to TOD initiative
• Wellington MRT (Station to Newtown)
• Feasibility of new stations

Rapid Transit Enhancements

Rapid 
Transit

Reliable and 
Safe Network

Service 
Frequency

New Stations 
and Station 

modernisation

Objective: Frequent and 
reliable public transport 
corridors to support growth and 
access 



• Identifying opportunities and 
pathway for the Wellington region to 
be sustainably and competitively 
self-sufficient in electricity 
generation

• Land Zoning
• Enabling Infrastructure
• Facilitating development

• Identifying and consenting 
sustainable quarrying for building 
materials – roads, buildings, 
infrastructure projects

Industrial

Industrial

Industrial 
Land

Quarry 
Material

Energy 
Self-

sufficiency

Objective: Diversify economy 
and retain businesses within 
region  



• Enhancing water quality 
(water, biodiversity)

• Concerted and co-ordinated 
approach to pest control across the 
region

• Joined up understanding 
and approach to how we 
manage public lands

• Support opportunities for active modes 
(walking and cycling) through the region, 
utilising existing public lands.

• Closer integration of public transport with 
recreational opportunities

• Reduce barriers to public access and 
encourage public use of public lands

Nature and Recreation

Nature 
and 

Recreation

Protected/public 
open spaces

Equitable 
Access

Pest Control

Water Quality

Objective: Build a co-ordinated 
regional approach to the management of 
of our public land assets* and strategic 
aims for improvement over time
*Public land assets: Conservation land, regional 
parks, water collection areas, coastlines, coastal 
marine protections, wetlands, waterways, city and 
district parks and reserves, QE2 Covenants



Workshop
17 March 2026



Spatial Planning – What is it? 

• Long term framework for how the region 
will grow, adapt and change

• Focuses energy towards shared outcomes

• Interconnected planning

• Guides development and investment 

• Map-based framework to guide decisions

Example: The Sydney Plan – 2025 Draft. https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/plans-for-your-area/the-sydney-plan



So the region has the right conditions for intergenerational wellbeing, resilience, 
and economic opportunity.

Regional Spatial Planning – Why are we doing it? 

Confidence that brings investment

Resilience in the face of challenges and risks 

Infrastructure and amenity that is affordable and reliable

The most livable and healthy places

Holistic wellbeing between people and all elements of nature



Regional Spatial Planning – The leadership role

Steering the direction

Making informed decisions

Adopting and 
implementing the plan

Representation of your 
communities and hapū

Collaboration for Te Tiriti-based 
regional spatial planning 



• In your own words, what is spatial planning?

• Share your thoughts on the leadership role in regional  
planning.

• What principles should guide how we work together?
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