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Report 26.177 

Confirmed Public minutes of the Environment and 

Climate Committee meeting on Thursday 7 May 

2026 

Taumata KOrero — Council Chamber, Greater Wellington Regional Council 

100 Cuba Street, Te Aro, Wellington, at 11.01am 

Members Present 

Councillor Duthie (Chair) 
Councillor Tupou (Deputy Chair) 
Councillor Connelly 
Councillor Elder 
Councillor Free 
Councillor Gaylor 
Councillor James 
Councillor Makarini 
Councillor Ponter 
Councillor Saw 
Councillor Woolf 

Karakia timatanga 

The Committee Chair opened the meeting with a karakia timatanga. 

Public Business 

The Committee Chair and Lian Butcher, Group Manager Environment, acknowledged the 
passing of Councillor Adrienne Staples. The meeting sang a waiata — Purea nei. 

The Committee Chair and Nigel Corry, Chief Executive, acknowledged that this is Lian 
Butcher's, Group Manager Environment, final Environment and Climate Committee and 
thanked her for her contributions to the Committee's work. 

1 Apologies 

There were no apologies. 

2 Declarations of conflicts of interest 



There were no declarations of conflicts of interest. 

3 Public participation 

There was no public participation. 

4 Confirmation of the Public minutes of the Environment and Climate Committee 
meeting on 26 March 2026 - Report 26.139 

Moved: Cr Saw / Cr James 

That the Committee confirms the Public minutes of the Environment and Climate 
Committee meeting on 26 March 2026 - Report 26.139. 

The motion was carried. 

5 Gravel Extraction Across the Region - Report 26.90 [For information] 

Hamish Fenwick, Team Leader Flood Operations Delivery, and Josh Pepperell, Team 
Leader Consents Management, spoke to the report. 

6 Te RO0 Taiao I Environment Group Activity Update - 7 May 2026- Report 26.151 
[For information] 

Lian Butcher, Group Manager Environment spoke to the report. 

Noted: The Committee requested the fuel supply update provided to the Finance, Risk and 

Audit Committee be provided to all councillors, and how the fuel costs and supply are 

affecting environment and climate activities, including any potential deferrals. 

Noted: The Committee requested that officers be consistent in use of agreed terminology, 

for example "masterplanning"; and where renaming is needed, to seek agreement for the 

change. 

Noted: The Committee requested that a dung beetle and the catchment model referred to 

in the report be available for demonstration at a future Committee meeting. 

Noted:The Committee applauded a recent video featuring Fernhill Station and encouraged 

staff to consider a further video featuring Owahanga Station and the work described in the 

report. 

7 Managing Threats from Marine Pests - Policy Options - Report 26.9 

Fathima Iftikar, Director, Strategy, Policy and Regulation, introduced the report. 
Natasha Tomic, Team Leader Policy, Louis Schwer, Policy Advisor, Hamish Carson, 
Advisor Environment Restoration, and Megan Melidonis, Senior Environmental 
Scientist, spoke to the report. 

Moved: Cr Johnstone / Cr Elder 

That the Committee: 



Councillor Q Duthie 

Chair 

Date: 

1 Notes that on 10 August 2023, the Environment Committee requested a 
report to a future meeting outlining the options for including marine pests 
into the Regional Pest Management Plan. 

2 Agrees to Option 2 -to start now on the 10-year RPMP review and inclusion 
of marine pest and pathway management. 

3 Recommends that Council relooks at the proposal to defer increasing 
marine biosecurity capability, when it finalises the 2026/27 Annual Plan. 

The motion was carried. 

8 Introduction to the Farming Reference Group - Report 26.179 [For Information] 

Fathima Iftikar, Director Strategy Policy and Regulation, Christina Cranston, Team 
Leader Knowledge — Water Ecosystems, and Will Syben, Team Leader Policy, spoke 
to the report. Members of the Farming Reference Group introduced themselves. 
Councillor Gaylor, a Council appointee to the Group in past triennia, reflected on the 
value the Group has provided. Other members of the Committee commented on their 
hopes for the Group this triennium. 

Karakia whakamutunga 

The Committee Chair closed the meeting with a karakia whakamutunga. 

The meeting closed at 12.56pm. 
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