
Please note these minutes remain unconfirmed until the Wellington Regional 
Leadership Committee meeting on 22 September 2026. 

Report 26.289 

Public minutes of the Wellington Regional 
Leadership Committee meeting on Tuesday 23 June 
2026

Taumata Kōrero – Council Chamber, Greater Wellington Regional Council 
100 Cuba Street, Te Aro, Wellington, at 10am. 

Members Present 

Council Chair Daran Ponter (Chair) Greater Wellington Regional Council 

Councils  

Mayor Anita Baker Porirua City Council 
Mayor Steve Cretney Carterton District Council 
Mayor Janet Holborow Kāpiti Coast District Council   
Mayor Bex Johnson Masterton District Council 
Mayor Ken Laban Hutt City Council  
Mayor Andrew Little Wellington City Council  
Mayor Fran Wilde South Wairarapa District Council 
Mayor Peri Zee (From 10.09am) Upper Hutt City Council  

Iwi 

Darrin Apanui Rangitāne Tū Mai Rā Trust 
Helena Gerretzen Parata Ātiawa ki Whakarongotai Charitable Trust 
Ray Hall Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tāmaki-nui-a-

Rua Settlement Trust 
Denise Hapeta Raukawa ki te Tonga 
Huia Puketapu (From 10.11am) Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust  
Di Rump Muaūpoko Tribal Authority 

Observers 
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Mayor Scott Gilmore Tararua District Council 
Mayor Grant Smith Palmerston North City Council 
Jesse Pirini Te Matarau a Māui 

Mayors Bex Johnson, Andrew Little, Janet Holborow, Steve Cretney, and Di Rump and Ray 
Hall participated at this meeting remotely via Microsoft Teams and counted for the 
purpose of quorum in accordance with clause 25A of Schedule 7 to the Local 
Government Act 2002.  

Karakia timatanga 

The Committee Chair opened the meeting with a karakia timatanga. 

Public Business

1 Apologies 

Moved: Darrin Apanui / Mayor Laban 

That the Committee accepts the apologies for absence from Mayor Wanden and 
Helmut Modlik. 

The motion was carried. 

2 Conflict of interest declarations 

There were no declarations of conflicts of interest. 

3 Public participation 

There was no public participation. 

4 Confirmation of the Public minutes of the Wellington Regional Leadership 
Committee meeting on Tuesday 17 March 2026 - Report 26.111 

Moved: Darrin Apanui / Mayor Baker 

That the Committee confirms the Public minutes of the Wellington Regional 
Leadership Committee meeting on Tuesday 17 March 2026 - Report 26.111. 

The motion was carried. 

5 Regional Spatial Plan Preparation – Report 26.269 

Allen Yip, Programme Manager Wellington Regional Leadership Committee 
Secretariat, and Nic Etheridge General Manager Policy, Planning & Regulatory 
Services Porirua City Council, spoke to the report. 

Moved: Mayor Zee / Darrin Apanui 

That the Committee: 
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1 Notes that governance arrangements for the Regional Spatial Plan (RSP), 
including the statutory Spatial Planning Committee and its supporting 
secretariat, will require consideration and confirmation once the 
legislation is finalised. 

2 Agrees to the Secretariat, working with council officers and iwi, to begin 
preparatory work on the Process Agreement, noting that it is the first formal 
decision required under the Planning Bill, the purpose of which is to 
address governance and partnership approach. 

3 Notes the connection between the Local Government Reform Head Start 
programme of work and Regional Spatial Plan programme. 

4 Agrees to the Secretariat, working with council officers and iwi, developing 
a draft set of design principles and ways of working for the RSP, drawing 
from Te Tirohanga Whakamua, regional principles for local government 
reform, and early engagement with Committee members. 

5 Notes that early establishment costs will be covered from the current 
Secretariat budget, however it will not cover the full cost of preparing a RSP 
which will need to be addressed from the 2027/28 financial year. 

The motion was carried. 

6 Wellington Regional Leadership Committee Secretariat Report – June 2026 – 
Report 26.253 [For Information] 

Ellie Tuckey, Programme Advisor Wellington Regional Leadership Committee 
Secretariat, spoke to the report. 

7 Additional agenda item 

One additional item is being added to the agenda for this meeting in accordance with 
Standing Order 3.5.6: 

 For the Committee to discuss their approach to preparing for the regional spatial 
plan and to draw from the four meetings held between 26 May and 15 June 2026. 

8 Summary of Key Themes from the Wellington Regional Leadership Committee 
sub-group sessions between 26 May and 15 June [For information] 

The Chair provided the Committee with an update on preparing for the Regional 
Spatial Plan for the Wellington Region.  The Wellington Regional Leadership 
Committee Co-Chairs met with Wellington Regional Leadership Committee 
members between 26 May and 15 June 2026.  

The purpose of these meetings was to explore how WRLC partners will work 
together to deliver a Regional Spatial Plan; to clarify the statutory requirements and 
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how they differ from the Future Development Strategy; and to surface the region’s 
shared issues and opportunities. There was general discussion on the key themes.  

Karakia whakamutunga 

The Committee Chair closed the meeting with a karakia whakamutunga. 

The meeting closed at 10.44am. 

Council Chair D Ponter 

Chair 

Date: 
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