
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

TCB26-0983 

 
Daran Ponter 
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
daran.ponter@gw.govt.nz 
 
Mayor Nadine Taylor 
Marlborough District Council 
mayor@marlborough.govt.nz  
 
 
Dear Daran and Nadine, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 12 June 2026 about Cook Strait rescue capability. As I wrote to you in 
February, the business case demonstrated that there was no comprehensive solution that would 
assist matters in a cost-effective way. 
 
My advice to Cabinet (proactively released on the Ministry of Transport’s website) acknowledges 
that while the risk in the Cook Strait remains small, it is not eliminated. I also mentioned the 
Connemara loss of power incident as an example of where an emergency ocean response capability 
(EORC) solution would have been more suitable than using the Centreport tugs.  
 
The advice that the business case did not justify the procurement of EORC underpinned the decision 
to cancel the contract with the MMA Vision. However, I also took into consideration some further 
commercially sensitive advice relating to the ongoing provision of an interim solution.  
 
The Government is committed to ensure there is discipline in public spending. Therefore, I will not 
be asking Cabinet to reconsider funding an interim solution in the current fiscal environment when it 
is not clearly justified by a business case. 
 
Thank you again for writing. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Hon Chris Bishop 
Minister of Transport 
 


