Belmont Regional Park Grazing Licence Renewal
Questions and Answers

Why is Greater Wellington proposing a temporary grazing licence at
Belmont Regional Park?

Temporary grazing at Belmont Regional Park is an interim land management tool. It will
support the transition towards the outcomes in Toitu Te Whenua Parks Network Plan 2020-

2030 by reducing the risk of large areas becoming unmanaged rank grass and weed-
dominated before restoration can occur. Grazing plays an important operational role in
managing pasture, reducing fire risk from long grass and vegetation (fire fuel loads),
maintaining open landscapes and tracks for recreational use, and supporting practical
land management.

Why is Greater Wellington notifying the proposal for a temporary grazing
licence?

Stock grazing is a restricted activity under Toitd Te Whenua Parks Network Plan 2020-2030.
The Restricted Activity Guide requires public notification of applications where the activity
is proposed on land held under the Reserves Act and public notification is required under
that Act, or where the proposalis assessed as having high conservation or recreation
impacts and low overall benefit. The proposed grazing licence meets these triggers.

What is Toitu Te Whenua Parks Network Plan 2020-20307

Toitd Te Whenua Parks Network Plan 2020-2030 is Greater Wellington’s management plan
for eight regional parks and forests. It was approved by Council on 10 December 2020 and
provides direction for these parks managed under the Reserves, Local Government and
Wellington Regional Water Board Acts.

It sets strategic direction and priorities for the regional parks, guiding the management of
restoration, recreation, public access, resilience, partnerships, climate response, and
overall park management.

How is the grazing licence consistent with Toitu Te Whenua Parks
Network Plan 2020-20307?

Toitd Te Whenua sets a long-term direction for Belmont Regional Park thatincludes
phasing out most livestock grazing over time, restoring natural values, protecting


https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/implementing-toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/restoring-ecosystem-health/
https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/implementing-toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-30/restoring-ecosystem-health/

waterways and wetlands, improving recreation outcomes, and undertaking more detailed
planning for the park.

The current proposal is consistent as it frames grazing as a short-term, reviewable tool to
manage the transition from current grazing use toward outcomes sought by Toitt Te
Whenua. A key distinction between low-impact grazing for land management, as
proposed, and alternative commercial grazing operations, is that it will enable ongoing
recreational use of the park.

What grazing operations will the licence permit?

The proposed licence would allow grazing of up to 5,000 stock units across an estimated
735 hectares of grazing land. Based on a broad desktop assessment of the available
grazing area, this represents a stocking rate of approximately 6.8 stock units per hectare
(SU/ha).

This figure is a maximum rather than an operating target. Actual stocking levels may vary
seasonally and would be reviewed through the Annual Operations Plan process, including
consideration of environmental conditions, restoration priorities, areas excluded from
grazing, and practical stock water arrangements.

What is an Annual Operations Plan?

The Annual Operations Plan sets out the stock numbers, stocking rates, grazing rotations,
stock exclusion measures, environmental management actions, restoration/retirement
priorities, and maintenance programmes for the grazing area.

The Annual Operations Plan will be worked through together between the licence holder
and Greater Wellington staff, and will be reviewed annually.

How will the environment be protected?

The licence terms require the licensee to prevent stock from entering waterways and
environmentally sensitive areas, protect natural and cultural features, control pests and
weeds, and keep the licensed area clean and tidy. This will be achieved through virtual
fencing, staged implementation, and physical stock control measures.

What is virtual fencing?

Virtual fencing is a livestock management system that uses GPS-enabled collars instead of
physical fences to control where animals can graze. Farmers draw virtual boundaries on a
GPS map, and the collars guide livestock to stay within those boundaries.



Why is virtual fencing being considered?

Virtual fencing is proposed to improve grazing flexibility across difficult terrain and enable
temporary grazing exclusions. It will also help protect waterways and wetlands, support
staged retirement of land, and allow targeted grazing where appropriate to manage pasture
and reduce fire fuel loads in areas not yet ready for full retirement or restoration.

Using virtual fencing will also reduce the need for costly fence repairs and replacements.

Virtual fencing can also support recreation by keeping key tracks and high-use areas
available for public access, manage cattle away from busy areas or events when needed,
and reduce the need for additional physical fencing or barriers in some locations.

How does the licence support the progressive retirement of grazing?

The licence would support progressive grazing retirement by allowing Greater Wellington to
review grazing annually, reduce the licensed area, exclude stock from waterways and
sensitive areas, retire priority sites from grazing, and support restoration planting. The
current licence proposal supports the retirement of 300 hectares of formerly grazed land
(300ha less than the previous licence).

How will areas for grazing retirement be identified?

Areas are likely to be identified through Annual Operations Plan discussions,
environmental assessments, stream and wetland protection initiatives, Toitd Te Whenua
Parks Network Plan 2020-2030 implementation programmes, and operational reviews
between Greater Wellington and the grazier.

Why is the licence proposed for four years?

A four-year term provides enough time for practical grazing, stock water, fencing and
restoration arrangements to be discussed, planned and implemented, while ensuring the
licence remains transitional and reviewable. It also allows the licence to sit alongside the
Belmont Regional Park Masterplan process.

Would the licence lock in grazing beyond 20307

No. The current proposalis for a four-year licence and would not guarantee renewal.

Can Greater Wellington review the licence conditions during the four-
year period?

Yes. If granted as currently proposed, the licence would include mechanisms for annual
review through the Annual Operations Plan, changes to the licensed area, reductions in



grazing intensity, retirement of priority areas and termination with six months’ notice if
required.
Will | still be able to access the park for recreation?

Yes. Belmont Regional Park will remain a public recreation reserve. Public access will
continue across all licensed areas, and the grazier cannot restrict public access without
Greater Wellington approval. Temporary restrictions may only occur where necessary for
public safety or animal welfare.

How will this affect my experience of the park?

Grazingis a current management tool used in the park. The proposed licence reduces the
area of grazing; however, visitors may continue to see livestock, fencing infrastructure, and
restoration projects when visiting the park.

How will my feedback be used?

Your submissions will help inform the final decision whether to grant the licence, and, if
granted, what conditions should apply.

Will | be able to speak to my submission?

Yes. As part of your written submission, you may state that you wish to be heard in person
to support your submission.

How does the grazing licence fit into the Belmont Regional Park
Masterplan?

The Belmont Regional Park Masterplan is a separate process that will provide more

detailed direction for the park’s longer-term spatial layout and inform future land
management decisions including any future grazing. The master plan will have a 50-year
time frame.

The current licence proposal would not pre-empt that work. If granted, the licence would
provide an interim management framework that can be adapted, as master planning,
restoration planning, and operational implementation progress collaboratively.

What happens if the Belmont Masterplan identifies different outcomes?

The current licence proposalis intended to retain flexibility while master planning for
Belmontis underway. If future master planning decisions identify areas that should be
retired, restored or managed differently, Greater Wellington could use the licence
mechanism to adjust grazing arrangements over time.


https://haveyoursay.gw.govt.nz/belmont-regional-park-masterplan/

