25 June 2026

File Ref: OIAPR-1274023063-51697

By email:

Téna koe ||
Request for information 2026-233

| refer to your request for information dated 25May 2026, ¥hich was received by Greater
Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington)ienf25May 2026. You have requested the
following:

“How does GWRC intend to protéct neighbouring communities if a major wildfire starts
within Belmont Regional Park followi. g large-scale grazing retirement and increased fuel
accumulation?

This raises a seriousipublic-interest concern:

Why was a significantland-use change strategy adopted in 2020 before detailed wildfire
risk assessments and operational modelling were completed?

We ask:

Were coun illors and members of the public fully informed before the 2020 Toitad Te
Whenua Park Network plan was adopted that wildfire risk would later become one of the
mostsignificant limiting factors to restoration at Belmont Regional Park?

Has the public been informed how many days the park could close due to the fire risk
once grazing is gone, and the park becomes a fire risk in the future?

This raises important questions:
How will these closures affect approximately one million annual park visits?

How will emergency access operate during high fire danger periods?
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What evacuation planning exists for park users and neighbouring residents?

Were councillors and the public informed of these likely closure impacts before\thée
original strategic direction was adopted?”

Greater Wellington’s response follows:

Yourrequest has been assessed underthe Local Government Official Informatii\n andMeetings
Act 1987 (the Act).

How does GWRC intend to protect neighbouring communities if a maj_r wildfire starts within
Belmont Regional Park following large-scale grazing retirement ayd increased fuel
accumulation?

Greater Wellington does not hold plans detailing the protection oféneighbouring communities
to Belmont Regional Park, therefore we are refusingthis part ofiyour request under section 17(g)
of the Act under the grounds that the informatiofA requ’ sted.is not held by the local authority
and the person dealing with the request has no gro. nds for believing that the information is
either—

(i) held by another local authofity ar@ department or Minister of the Crown or
organisation; or

(ii) connected more closely withithe functions of another local authority, or a
department or Minister of.the Crown or organisation:

We note that questions.telatingto obligations on Greater Wellington to protect neighbouring
properties are part/of two furtherinformation requests you provided to Greater Wellington,
(our reference 2026-243 an; 2026-263). Greater Wellington will respond with the context
around the obligationytogrevent or manage risk on neighbouring properties in our response
to these two requests

Why was a significant land-use change strategy adopted in 2020 before detailed wildfire risk
asse_smentsiand operational modelling were completed?

We interpret “significant land-use change strategy” to mean Toitu te Whenua-Parks Network
Plan. The considerations involved in why Toitl te Whenua-Parks Network Plan was approved
aje within Attachments 1 and 2, the 10 December 2020 report and supporting information that
confirmed council adoption of Toitd te Whenua-Parks Network Plan.

Toitu te Whenua provides the strategic direction for council officers to carry out. Detailed
wildfire risk assessments and operational modelling were not required to inform this direction.
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As outlined below, Toitu te Whenua does acknowledge fire risk and as part of implementation
officers are undertaking fire risk management planning.

Were councillors and members of the public fully informed before the 2020 Toitad e Whenua
Park Network plan was adopted that wildfire risk would later become one of the most significant
limiting factors to restoration at Belmont Regional Park? and

Were councillors and the public informed of these likely closure impacts before the'original
strategic direction was adopted?

Fire risk and fire management were identified and considered during the development and
adoption of Toitl te Whenua — Parks Network Plan'. The adoptédyplan includes specific
references for example to:

e Section 2.3.3 Fire threat management activities_whieh identifies fire as an ongoing
management consideration for regional parks

e Section 2.5.1 Climate change, which discusses increasing fire risk associated with
climate change.

e Action A14 which directs Greater Wellington,to develop fire management plans for
parks.

e Action A159 &A160 that direats Masterplanning work for Belmont to consider Natural
hazard management.including fire‘threat.

These matters formed part f the infermation available to the public during consultation and
considered by Councilwhen adepting Toitu Te Whenua — Parks Network Plan 2020-30.

Has the public bee | informed how many days the park could close due to the fire risk once
grazing is gone, and'the park becomes a fire risk in the future?

Decisions aboutfuture park closures have not yet been made. We acknowledge that fire risk
management is\an important consideration for park management. Any future decisions
regal ding accessrestrictions or park closures would be based on the environmental conditions
atpthentime,Jincluding assessed fire risk, and would be made in accordance with Greater
We lington's established activity controls framework.

For furtherinformation, please referto Attachment 12 provided with our response of 6 May 2026
(our reference 2026-157), which outlines the activity controls framework used to inform
decisions on park access and restrictions during periods of elevated fire risk. This framework

Twww.gw.govt.nz/assets/Documents/2022/05/Parks-Network-Plan-2020-30-3.0.pdf
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was initially developed for West Belmont and will inform future activity controls for East
Belmont.

As Greater Wellington does not hold estimates for future closure days under the s€enaro
described in your request, we are refusing this part of your request under section(17(g)ofithe
Act under the grounds that the information requested is not held by the local authority and/ithe
person dealing with the request has no grounds for believing that the informat ontis,either—

(1) held by another local authority or a department or Minister of the Crown or
organisation; or

(i) connected more closely with the functions of anothéalocal auth rity, or a
department or Minister of the Crown or organisation:

How will these closures affect approximately one million annual pa‘k visits?

As noted above, decisions regarding future closules have;not yet been made, we are refusing
this part of your request under section 17(g) of the At under the grounds that the information
requested is not held by the local authority and the pyrson dealing with the request has no
grounds for believing that the information'is eithrer—

(1) held by another local authoriy oraxdepartment or Minister of the Crown or
organisation; or

(i) connected morefcloselyiwith the functions of another local authority, or a
department of Minister of the Crown or organisation:

How will emergency access operate during high fire danger periods?

Greater Wellington has nodeason to expect that emergency access arrangements would differ
between periods ofilow and high fire danger.

What@vacuatio \planning exists for park users and neighbouring residents?

Greater Wellington does not hold evacuation plans for park users or neighbouring residents in
relation to the scenario described in your request. Accordingly, this part of your request is
refusedmunder section 17(g) of the act under the grounds that the information requested is not
held by the local authority and the person dealing with the request has no grounds for believing
that the information is either—

(1) held by another local authority or a department or Minister of the Crown or
organisation; or
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(i) connected more closely with the functions of another local authority, or a
department or Minister of the Crown or organisation:

If you have any concerns with the decision(s) referred to in this letter, you have theright e
request an investigation and review by the Ombudsman under section 27(3) of the Act.

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official.information
requests where appropriate. Our response to your request will be published shertly on'Greater
Wellington’s website with your personal information removed.

Naku iti noa, na

Fathima Iftikar
Kaiwhakahaere Matua Ropu Taiao | Acting Group Manager Environment

Page 5 of 5





