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Kokotau Bridge (1930) 
Local Authority: Carterton District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1815752 N5447159 ±3m 
Archsite reference: N/A 

Kokotau bridge as seen from stream bed to the north (Dodd, 2015) 

Description of features 
The Kokotau bridge is a 135-metre long concrete pier and girder bridge. It is in use 
as part of the public road network southeast of Carterton. The piers are in the river 
bed, but there are no other visible archaeological remains in the river bed.  

Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are limited. The bridge structure and 
areas surrounding the abutments can be investigated using archaeological methods 
to provide information pertaining to the construction of the bridge but most of this 
information is likely to be also available from archival sources.  

References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.85-
92 
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Aerial photography showing the location of the Kokotau bridge. (Source Combined Wairarapa 
Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
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Ladle Bend Bridge (1876) 
Local Authority: Upper Hutt City Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1784454 N5445290 ±3m 
New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi kōrero reference: No.7189 
Archsite reference: S27/34 
 

  
Ladle Bend Creek Bridge viewed from the Pakuratahi River to the southwest (Dodd, 2015) 
 
Description of features  
The Ladle Bend Bridge is an 18-metre long timber beam bridge built on stone 
abutments forming part of the Rimutaka railway.1 It crosses the Ladle Bend Creek at 
its confluence with the Pakuratahi River. The western abutment and central pier sit 
either side of the creek. Metal railway component such as rails, plates and braces can 
be seen in the stream bed and there is 30 metres of the stone facing above a 3-metre 
wide bench which provided the access down to the Creek immediately north of the 
bridge. Although it is presently buried beneath soil and leaf litter the stone facing 
covered the whole embankment and extends all the way down to the edges of the 
creek. It is clearly visible in photographs taken shortly after the bridge was 
constructed in 1878.2   
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are reasonably high. Discarded 
artefacts such as metal items as well as other material such as bottle glass is likely to 
be buried in the streambed gravels and can provide information about various 

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.101-107 
2 Cameron, N., 2006, Rimutaka Railway, New Zealand Railway and Locomotive Society Inc, 
Wellington, p.30 
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aspects of the use of the railway over time. Structural elements such as the pier, 
abutments and embankments can be investigated using archaeological methods to 
supplement archival records, and provide a better understanding of the construction 
of the railway in 1878.  
 
References 
Cameron, N., 2006, Rimutaka Railway, New Zealand Railway and Locomotive Society 
Inc, Wellington. 
 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.101-
107 
 

 
Visible stone facing on the north side of the bridge and embankment (Dodd, 2015) 
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Aerial photography showing the location of the Pakuratahi bridge (S27/33) and Ladle Bend bridge 
(S27/34) on the Rimutaka railway. (Source Upper Hutt City Council on-line GIS, 2015) 

 

 Ladle Bend  
bridge 

 Pakuratahi bridge 
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Ngatiawa Bridge (1913) 
Local Authority: Kāpiti Coast District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1776467 N5470485 ±5m 
New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi kōrero reference: No.7189 
Archsite reference: R26/512 
 

 
The Ngatiawa bridge viewed from upstream to the northeast (Dodd, 2015). 
 
Description of features  
The Ngatiawa truss bridge is a 27-metre long Howe Truss bridge constructed of 
Australian hardwood with ironbark trusses, jarrah decking, steel fastenings and 
concrete abutments. It is presently closed off from public access. There is no visible 
heritage fabric in the river bed. The bridge crosses the river in a single span so the 
abutments, and any other archaeological features associated with construction are 
clear of the water. Strengthening works were carried out in 1996.1  
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are limited. The bridge is a single span 
structure with abutments that are set into the banks a few metres from the water’s 
edge so there is little fabric in the stream bed. The bridge structure and areas 
surrounding the abutments can be investigated using archaeological methods to 
provide information pertaining to the construction of the bridge that may not be 
available from archival sources.  
 
  

                                                 
1 Dreaver, A., 1996, ‘Ngatiawa bridge’ in Otaki Historical Society Journal 19:62 
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References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.3-8 
 
Dreaver, A., 1996, ‘Ngatiawa bridge’ in Otaki Historical Society Journal 19:62 
 

 
Aerial photography with cadastral boundaries showing the location of the Ngatiawa bridge. 
(Source Kāpiti Coast District Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
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Pakuratahi Bridge (1876/1910) 
Local Authority: Upper Hutt City Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1783820 N5445150 ±3m 
New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi kōrero reference: No.7511 
Archsite reference: S27/33 
 

 
Pakuratahi railwaybridge viewed from downstream to the west (Dodd, 2015) 
 
Description of features  
The Pakuratahi truss bridge is a 22-metre long single span truss bridge with seven 
bays constructed of Australian hardwood. It was rebuilt on the original concrete 
abutments in 1910 after the original bridge was largely destroyed by fire.1 It is 
presently accessible to the public as part of the Rimutaka incline walkway. There is 
little visible heritage fabric in the river bed. The bridge crosses the river in a single 
span, but the true left (west) abutment is in the stream bed. There is also a truncated 
timber post, visible just below the surface of the water near the abutment, possibly 
remnant from earlier construction and indicative of archaeological deposits in the 
stream bed.    
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are limited, but do include the 1876 
concrete abutments and timber remnant. The bridge structure and areas 
surrounding the abutments can be investigated using archaeological methods to 
provide information pertaining to the nineteenth construction of the railway bridge 
that may not be available from archival sources.  
 

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, p.42 
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References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.35-
44 
 

 
Aerial photography showing the location of the Pakuratahi bridge (S27/33) and Ladle Bend 
bridge (S27/34) on the Rimutaka railway. (Source Upper Hutt City Council on-line GIS, 
2015) 
 

 

 Pakuratahi bridge 

 Ladle Bend  
bridge 
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Parawhaiti Stream Bridge (1935) 
Local Authority: Masterton District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1831100 N5458795 
Archsite reference: n/a 
 

 
Parawhaiti Stream bridge as seen from the southwest (Dodd, 2015) 
 
Description of features  
The Parawhaiti Stream bridge is a 30-metre long single span concrete arch bridge.1 It 
is in use as part of the public road network southeast of Masterton. There is no 
visible heritage fabric in the river bed. The bridge crosses the river in a single span so 
the abutments, and any other archaeological features associated with construction 
are clear of the water. 
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are limited. The bridge structure and 
areas surrounding the abutments can be investigated using archaeological methods 
to provide information pertaining to the construction of the bridge but most of this 
information is likely to be available from archival sources. 
 
References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.61-
68 
 

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.61-68 
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Aerial photography showing the location of the Parawhaiti Stream bridge. (Source Combined 
Wairarapa Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
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Ruakokoputuna Bridge (1921) 
Local Authority: South Wairarapa District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1801363 N5420403 ±4m 
Archsite reference: n/a 
 

 
Ruakokoputuna Bridge viewed from stream bed to the west (Dodd, 2015)  
 
Description of features  
The Ruakokoputuna bridge is a 22-metre long concrete arch bridge formed by two 
parallel spans.1 It has been largely unaltered since its construction in 1921. There is 
little visible heritage fabric in the river bed. The bridge crosses the river in a single 
span with the abutments set back from the water, but there are unidentified concrete 
remains in the stream bed immediately to the west of the bridge that maybe remnant 
from the time of construction.    
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the streambed itself are limited. They are principally 
associated with the structure and potentially with any areas modified during early 
twentieth century construction. The bridge itself survives in good condition in the 
absence of archival plans provides a good source of information for this type of 
structure.  
 
References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.53-
60 

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.53-60 
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Aerial photography showing the location of the Ruakokoputuna bridge (Source Combined 
Wairarapa Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
 
 

 
Concrete remains in the stream bed (Dodd, 2015) 
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Swingbridge Queen Elizabeth Park (1939) 
Local Authority: Masterton District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1824740 N5463580 ±3m 
Archsite reference: N/a 
 

 
Western tower, viewed from the south (Dodd, 2015) 
 
Description of features  
The Queen Elizabeth Park swing bridge is a 90.5-metre long suspension bridge with 
reinforced concrete towers 64 metres apart built onto the stopbanks either side of the 
Waipoua River.1 There is little visible heritage fabric in the river bed, but there are 
unidentified concrete remains in the stream bed immediately to the north of the 
bridge that maybe remnant from the time of construction.    
 
Archaeological significance 
The Queen Elizabeth Park swing bridge has limited archaeological significance. The 
bridge crosses the river in a single span, so there is low potential for archaeological 
deposits to be present in the stream bed itself. Any features associated with the 
construction of the bridge are likely to be in the vicinity of the abutments which are 
set several metres back from the water’s edge.   
 
References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.93-
100 
 

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.93-100 
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Unidentified concrete footings up-stream (Dodd, 2015) 
 

 
Aerial photography showing the location of the Queen Elizabeth Park swing bridge. (Source 
Combined Wairarapa Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
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Tauweru Bridge (1922) 
Local Authority: Masterton District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1836020 N5461516 ±5m 
Archsite reference: n/a 
 

  
Taweru bridge as seen from the southeast (Dodd, 2015) 
 
Description of features  
The Tauweru bridge is a 73.5-metre long concrete pier and girder bridge.1 It is in use 
as part of the public road network east of Masterton. One of the piers is in the river 
bed, with the remaining five set into the sides of the stream gully. There are no other 
visible archaeological remains in the river bed.  
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are limited. The bridge structure and 
areas surrounding the abutments can be investigated using archaeological methods 
to provide information pertaining to the construction of the bridge, but most of this 
information is likely to be available from archival sources. 
 
References 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.69-
76 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.69-76 
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Aerial photography showing the location of the Tauweru bridge. (Source Combined 
Wairarapa Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
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Waihenga Bridge (1912) 
Local Authority: South Wairarapa District Council 
Grid reference: NZTM E1804600 N5436439 ±3m 
Archsite reference: N/A 
 

 
Waihenga bridge as seen from stream bed to the northwest (Dodd, 2015) 

 
Description of features  
The Waihenga bridge is a 170-metre long concrete pier and girder bridge.1 It is in use 
as part State Highway 53 west of Martinborough. The piers are in the river bed, but 
there are no other visible archaeological remains in the river bed. The first bridge 
constructed at this location was built in 1873, with repairs carried out in 1902.2 
 
Archaeological significance 
Archaeological values in the stream bed itself are limited. There is no visible 
evidence of the 1873 bridge foundations which are likely to have been removed 
during construction of the 1912 bridge or as part of flood protection works. The 
bridge structure and areas surrounding the abutments can be investigated using 
archaeological methods to provide information pertaining to the construction of the 
bridge but most of this information is likely to be available from archival sources.  
 
  

                                                 
1 Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater Plan Review. 
Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.77-84 
2 Bagnall, A.G., 1976, Wairarapa: An Historical Excursion, Hedley’s Bookshop Ltd, Masterton, p.422; 
McIntyre 2002, Canoes of Kupe: A history of Martinborough District, Victoria University Press, 
Wellington, p.206 

18



References 
Bagnall, A.G., 1976, Wairarapa: An Historical Excursion, Hedley’s Bookshop Ltd, 
Masterton  
 
Cochran, C., 2010, Historic Bridges of the Wellington Region: Survey for the Freshwater 
Plan Review. Unpublished report to the Greater Wellington Regional Council, pp.77-
84 
 
McIntyre 2002, Canoes of Kupe: A history of Martinborough District, Victoria University 
Press, Wellington 
 

 
Aerial photography showing the location of the Waihenga bridge. (Source Combined 
Wairarapa Council on-line GIS, 2015) 
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