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1. This memorandum  is filed on behalf  or Wellington  International  Airport

Limited  (WIAL).

2. Following  Hearing  Stream  1, the Hearing  Panel  (Panel)  issued  Minute  101

which  discussed  additional  matters  it wished  to be addressed.  These

matters  broadly  related  to the inter-relationship  of the Proposed  Plan's

objectives  as a whole.  The Panel  directed  that  the Greater  Wellington

Regional  Council  (Council)  appoint  a suitably  qualified  independent

professional  to carry  out  this review  and provide  it with  a report  on their

findings  (Report).

3. The  Council  appointed  Mr Gerard  Willis  or Enrocus  Consulting  to undertake

this  review  and he filed  his Report  with  the Panel  on 'I 4 July  2017.

4. The  Panel  in Minute  132 directed  that  any  submitter  that  wishes  to provide

comment  on the Report  as it relates  to Hearing  Stream  1 and 2 must  do so

by 5pm,  Friday,  28 July  2 €)17.

General  comments  on  Report

5. We  note  Mr Willis'  comments  in the  conclusion  of his Report  that:

"The framework  used  to organise  the objectives  is not obvious  and some

issues  appear  fragmented  in how  they are addressed.  However,  on closer

inspection  it is clear  to me that  the objectives  can be rationalised  and it may

well be that some reorganisation  and new and additional  headings  would

assist  the reader  to understand  the logic.'

6. As the Panel  is aware,  in accordance  with best  practice,  the Resource

Management  Act  'igg'i"  (RMA)  now  includes  procedural  principles  so that

plans  are developed  in a way  that  is clear  and concise  and subsequent

processes  are  timely  and  effective.

' Dated 26 June 2017
2 Dated  29 June  2017
3 Review  of the objective  of the Proposed  Natural Resources  Plan for the Wellington
Regional  by Gerard  Willis  dated  14 July  2017 at page 17
4 Section  I 8A
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7. One  of  the  reasons  is so that  planning  documents  are  drafted  in a form  that

is user-friendly  to ensure  they  can be read  and easily  understood  by

different  members  of the  community"',  not  just  by professionals  in this  field.

8. Whilst  the  Proposed  Plan  is not  required  to comply  with  section  18A  as it

came  into  effect  following  notification  of the  Proposed  Plan,  we consider

the  Panel  should  endeavour  to meet  these  requirements  so that  the  plan  is

clear  and  subsequent  decision  makers  can  meet  these  procedural

principles.

g. It is considered  the Report  highlights  some  of the structural  difficulties

associated  with  the  Proposed  Plan  and  in my  submission  a more  detailed

review  of both  the objectives  and polices  is required  to ensure  that  an

integrated  approach  is taken.  There  is also  needs  to be an analysis  as to

whether  there  is scope  to make  more  significant  changes,  in particular  the

Simplified  Alternative  Framework  at Appendix  B of  the  Report.

10.  In the time  available6  WIAL  has not had an opportunity  to consider  the

implications  of  the  Simplified  Alternative  Framework  for  the  Proposed  Plan

as a whole  and will  provide  a full response  as to its position  at its next

appearance  before  the  Panel.

Specific  comments  on  Report

14.  WIAL's  planning  experts,  Mitchell  Daysh  have  reviewed  the  Report  in light

of the  objectives  considered  in  Hearing  Streams  1 and 2 and their

comments  are  provided  at Appendix  A.

Dated:  28  July  2017

Amanda  Dewar

Counsel  for  Wellington  Airport  International  Limited

5 Resource  Legislation  Amendments  2017  -  Fact  Sheet  2, Revised  Functions  for  Resource
ManagementAct  199'l  decision  makers,  April  2017  at page  2

6 It would  be helpful  if all responses  to the Panel's  minutes  were  uploaded  under  separate
tabs in chronological  order  on the PNRP  website  as Counsel  had difficulty  locating  the
Report.
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Appendix  A

Objective Review

Comments/Recommendations

WIAL  Expert's  Comments

Objective  09 Combine  with  Objective  011

and refocused  on the  non water

quality  aspects  of  the  CMA,

rivers  and lakes  and wetlands

that  need  to be maintained  and

enhanced  to  protect  the  two

values  specified.

Do  not agree  that these  objectives

should  be  combined.  Objective  09

deals  with  recreational  values  and

Objective  011 relates  to opportunities

for  Maori  customary  use.  Quite  different

issues  and  it seems  appropriate  to

keep  these  matters  separate.

Not  sure  how  this  objective  could  be re-

focussed  on  "non  water  quality

aspects"  as many  of the recreational

activities  undertaken  in these

environments  will be intrinsically  linked

to  water  quality  and  doesn't  seem

appropriate  to separate  out  this  issue.

This  is because  non  contact

recreational  activities  in  these

environments  are  also  likely  to  be

affected  by water  quality  e.g. amenity

value  if walking  in such  areas  would  be

reduced  if water  quality  is obviously

impacted  upon.

Objective  010 No change  recommended.

Objective  012 Combining  Objective  012  and

013.

Do  not agree  that these  objectives

should  be  combined.  Objective  012

seeks  to  recognise  the  benefits  of

regionally  significant  infrastructure

whereas  Objective  013  seeks  to

protect  such  infrastructure  from

incompatible  activities  (or  reverse

sensitivity  effects).  Quite  separate

matters  which  will  require  differing

policy  and rule  frameworks  associated

with  each.  Combing  the  two  objectives

seems  to weaken  the  intent  of  each.

Through  the  revised  drafting  it could  be

interpreted  that  the  benefits  of

regionally  significant  infrastructure  are

to  be  recognised  by  only  ensuring

incompatible  activities  do not establish

near  it.

Recognising  the benefits  is much  more

broader  than  this  requirement  and it is

appropriate  that  these  matters  remain

quite  separate  objective  outcomes.

Objective  013 As above. As  above.

Objective  044 Dispense  with  this  objective  on

the  basis  that Objective  042

provides  the  foundation  for

policies  on land  use  as it affects

soil  and  objectives  023  and

024  provides  the  foundation  for

policies  on land  use  as it affects

water.

Agree  that  this  objective  is

unnecessary.
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Objective  047 No change  recommended. WIAL  concerns  with the drafting  of this
objective  remain.  In particular  the

duplication  between  Objective  046  and
047  is not discussed  in the  report.
However  in Appendix  B - Simplified
alternative  framework,  Mr  Willis  has
identified  Objectives  046-051  in
respect  of  discharges  as  "non-

essential"  objectives.  WIAL  agree  with
this classification.
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